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The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and
read prayers.

BILLS (6): ASSENT
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following
Bills--

1. Reserves Bill.
2. Legislative Review and Advisory Com-

mittee Bill.
3. Supreme Court Act Amendment Bill

(No. 2).
4. Acts Amendment (Expert Evidence)

Bill.
5. Adoption of Children Act Amendment

Bill.
6. Legal Practitioners Act Amendment

Bill.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES AND GAS

Fixed Charges

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Education, representing
the Minister for Fuel and Energy:

Further to my question of 24th
November, 1976, regarding fixed
charges for electricity and gas
supplies which were first intrlo-
duced in 1963 and 1965 respec-
tively-
(a) when were the fixed charges

introduced In those years re-
moved; and

(b) when were they reinstated?

The Hon. N. McNeill (for the Hon
G. C. MacKINNON) replied:

I ask that the answer to this
question be given at a later
stage of the sitting.

2. MERREDIN SENIOR HIGH
SCHOOL

Hall and Gy~mnasium

The Hon. R. T. LEESON, to the Min-
ister for Education:
(1) When will tenders be called for

the construction of the proposed
hall and gymnasium at the Mer-
redin Senior High School?

(2) Exactly where will the structure
be situated?

(3) What is the total cost of the ven-
ture?

(4) What contributions, if any, were
made by-
(a) the Federal Government;
(b) the State Government:

(154'

(c) local government; and
(d) the Community Recreation

Council?
The Hon. N. McNeill (f or the Hon.
0. C. MacKINNON) replied:

On behalf of the Minister for
Education, I thank the Hon. R. T.
Leeson for his advance warning
of the intention to ask the ques-
tion, the reply to which is as fol-
lows-
(1) Documentation is currently

under way. Tenders will be
called when this work is com-
pleted. An exact date is not
yet available.

(2) On the high school site.
(3) Not known at present, but the

cost would probably be in ex-
cess of $300 000.

(4) It is proposed to fund the
project from three sources--
(i) Education Department

(Commonwealth Funds).
(ii) Community Recreation

Council (State Funds).
(III) Local Authority.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 6)

Ministerial Statement
THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metro-

politan-Attrney-General) [2.24 p.m.]: I
seek leave to make a statement regarding
the Local Government Act Amendment Bill
(No. 6).

The PRESIDENT: The Attorney-Gen-
eral seeks leave to make a statement to
the House concerning the Local Govern-
ment Act Amendment Bill (No. 6). The
question is-

That leave be granted.
Question put and passed.
The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF: In the Com-

mittee stage of the debate on the Local
Government Act Amendment Bill (No. 6).
1976 in answer to a query raised by the
Hon. S. J. Dellar, I indicated that the
amendment had application only to land
in the metropolitan region. I based this
view on certain words in the second read-
ing speech notes and my interpretation
of section 533 (3) as amended by the Hill.
It has now been pointed out to me by
departmental officers that the intention
of the Bill was to extend the new method
of valuation to towns and townsites
whether or not they are outside the metro-
politan region.

The I-on. 5. J. Dellar actually asked me
whether the word "or" should be inserted
between the words "metropolitan region"
and the word "within". I replied that this
insertion was unnecessary and to this ex-
tent my reply was correct.
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However, I should like to make it clear
that the intention was to make the new
method of valuation applicable as above
indicated.

BILLS (7): RETURNED
1. Administration Act Amendment Hill.
2. Justices Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).
3. Uniting Church in Australia Bill.
4. Presbyterian Church Bill.
S. Anglican Church of Australia Bill.
6. The Perpetual Executors, Trustees,

and Agency Company (W.A.),
Limited. Act Amendment Bill.

7. The West Australian Trustee Executor
and Agency Company Limited Act
Amendment Bill.

Bills returned from the Assembly
without amendment.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by the Hon. N. E. Baxter (Minister
for Health), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central-

Minister for Health) (2.28 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill contains two important measures,
firstly In relation to the conduct or organ-
isation of a street procession, meeting or
assembly In a public place, and secondly,
in respect of penalties for the offence of
trafficking in drugs.

There is also provision for the correction
of an anomaly occasioned by amendments
passed last year which Intended to remove
the terms "rogue" and "vagabond" from
all places where they appeared in the Act.

Reverting to the first proposal, members
will no doubt be aware that in a recent
court case a charge brought against a
person for addressing a public meeting in
Forrest Place was dismissed. The charge
was laid pursuant to a provision of the
road traffic code which was subsequently
ruled invalid as being ultra vires the Road
Traffic Act. It appears that any action
taken by way of regulation to remedy the
defect would meet the same fate and that
the only way to ensure that the courts
would uphold validity would be for a suit-
able provision to be included in an Act of
Parliament.

Since the proposed legislation Is basically
directed at the maintenance of law and
order, It is believed that it should be en-
forced by the Commissioner of Palic? and
it would seem, therefore, that the Police
Act would be the most appropriate one
to contain the provisions.

The Hill now before the House provides
that any person desirous of conducting
or organising a procession, meeting, or

assembly in any street, thoroughfare or
Public Place, must apply, first, to the Com-
missioner of Police for approval. The com-
missioner can withhold approval only if
he has reasonable grounds for believing
that the Procession or meeting may occa-
sion serious public disorder, or damage to
public or private property, create a public
nuisance, or give rise to an obstruction
that might be too great or too prolonged.

In granting approval, the commissioner
may impose such conditions as appear
necessary for the preservation of public
order.

The Bill also provides that any person
who conducts, organises, or takes part In
any procession or meeting which has not
been approved by the commissioner or who
fails to observe conditions laid down by
the commissioner when granting approval.
commits an offence.

It will also be an offence to address an
unlawful procession, meeting, or assembly
from a private or public place.

A meeting, for the purpose of the
amendment, means a gathering of three
or more persons held to discuss matters of
public interest and to which the public
or any section of them are invited.

Anyone who acts in a disorderly manner,
or incites others to do so with the pur'-
pose of disrupting a meeting also commits
an offence.

The increase in the distribution and use
of drugs of addiction such as heroin in
this State, and indeed throughout Austra-
lia and other parts of the world, is cawsing
the authorities very great concern.

In Western Australia we have many
miles of coastline and members will ap-
preciate how difficult it is to police the
trafficking of drugs.

At a recent meeting in Melbourne. of
Commonwealth and State Ministers repre-
senting customs, Police and health, this
problem was discussed at length and all
agreed with a proposal that Common-
wealth legislation, as it relates to traf-
ficking in drugs, should provide for sub-
stantially increased penalties.

The matter is to be considered by the
Commonwealth Government which has
indicated it will introduce legislation to
provide for a maximum penalty of 25
years' imprisonment and/or $100 000 fine
for trafficking.

All State Ministers, with the possible
exception of New South Wales, have also
indicated they will seek approval of their
respective Parliaments for legislation to
substantially increase the maximum pen-
alties for the offence of trafficking in so-
called hard drugs, in accordance with the
recommendation of the National Stand-
ing Control Committee on Drugs of
Dependence.
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It was also agreed that the legislation
should contain provisions enabling seizure
of profits and all property derived from
Illicit drug transactions.

The present maximum penalty in West-
ern Australia for trafficking in drugs is
$4 000 and/or 10 years' Imprisonment. Our
legislation already contains a provision
enabling seizure of money and/or property
from a person when It can be proved that
it was intended to be used in drug trans-
actions.

It is intended that the maximum pen-
alty for peddling a leaf cannabis remain
as at present; that is, $4 000 and/or 10
years' imprisonment. However, it is in-
tended to include cannabis derivatives in
the increased penalties, that Is, hashish,
resin, and similar types of drugs.

Queensland has already announced it Is
adopting the new penalities, except that it
opts for life imprisonment in place of 25
years' imprisonment.

When consideration was being given to
increasing the penalty for trafficking in
drugs of addiction, penalties for other of-
fences were also examined. For example,
it seems anomalous that persons convicted
of manufacturing or preparing heroin are
subjected to a maximum penalty of im-
prisonment for three years and/or a fine
of $4 000. It has therefore been decided to
increase the penalty for this off ence to
bring it into line with the new penalties
for traffic-king.

The penalty for possession of drugs as
defined under the Act is currently three
Years' imprisonment and/or $2 000. The
National Standing Control Committee on
Drugs of Dependence has recommended a
maximum penalty of two years' imprison-
ment and/or $2 000, and it is proposed
to amend our Act accordingly.

As further support of this latter pro-
posal, I should point out that legislation
is aimed basically at the pedlar, rather
than the user and, indeed, very few of the
latter ever receive a gaol sentence when
convicted in Western Australian courts.
The proposed new penalty for personal
possession or use will still allow the courts
adequate scope to deal with offenders.

At present dangerous drugs are con-
trolled by parts VIA and VIE of the Police
Act. Part VIB deals exclusively with heroin
and is a virtual duplication of part VIA.

In order to streamline the Provisions
relating to dangerous drugs, it Is proposed
to repeal part VIE and include heroin in
part VIA.

Also included in the Bill are amend-
ments relating to the making of regula-
tions. Some doubt has existed concern-
Ing the validity of the power to make
regulations and the Proposed amendments
are designed to resolve this problem,

As mentioned earlier, there is also pro-
vision in the Bill to correct an anomaly
in section '780 of the principal Act by
deleting the words "rogue and vagabond".

This section relates to persons living off
the earnings of prostitution, and the error
in not removing those words has left the
section without a prescribed penalty for
any person convicted of such an offence.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned until a later stage of

the sitting, on motion by the Hon. D. W.
Cooley.

(Continued on page No. 4659),

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on

motion by the Hon. N. McNeill (Minister
for Justice), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-

Minister for Justice) (2.36 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
It will no doubt be appreciated that for
the first time the Consolidated Revenue
Fund Appropriation Bill comes before this
House following an Interval since its intro-
duction in another place, during which
consideration has already been given by
members to the Annual Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure.

I am sure we have all derived a reat
deal of benefit from the change in pro-
cedure, which has provided the oppor-
tunity to enter debate on the Estimates
without the time factor becoming a sig-
nificant obstacle In our deliberations on
such an important subject.

It is also a first in the history of this
State that both the estimated revenue and
expenditure will exceed $1 billion.

The Hill seeks the further supply of
$510 788 000, which is in addition to the
$500 million already granted under the
Supply Act, 1976.

The total sum of $1 010 788 000 is to be
appropriated for the services of the cur-
rent financial year as shown in the
schedule to the Bill, and as detailed In
the Estimates.

The Bill also provides for the grant of
further supply of $50 million from the
Public account for advance to the Trea-
surer which is to supplement the sum of
$15 million already granted under the
Supply Act.

As well as authorising the provision of
funds for the current year, the Bill rati-
fies the amiounts spent during 1975-76 in
excess of Estimates for that year. Details
of these excesses are given in the relevant
,Schedule to the Bill.
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In view of the fact that we have other
Bills dealing with budgetary matters to
come before the House today, 1 take the
opportunity to suggest that as members
may wish to debate a wide variety of sub-
jects, this being their right under Bills of
this nature, it would not be inappropriate
for them to engage in debate on this Bill
and thereby facilitiate progress at a later
stage of the sitting when the other Bills
come before us.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: What you are
really saying is that there are two other
budgetary Bills to come, but we can get in
now if we like.

The Hon. N. McNEILL:, Yes. I commend
the Bill to the House.

THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [2.39 p.m.): As the Minister
indicated, for the first time this year mem-
bers were given an opportunity to speak
on the budgetary papers when they were
tabled earlier in the session. It was an
innovation of which a number of members
took advantage, although It was somewhat
unfortunate finally that the opportunity
slipped past a number of members who
wished to speak. However, I am sure that
the procedure we have adopted will be of
value in future years now that the prece-
dent has been created.

The funds available to the Government
are again a record on previous years. The
Minister referred to a sum of $1 010.7 mil-
lion.

In all, the amount of the Budget indi-
cates that the affairs of government have
been expanding very rapidly, as also, as
I am sure other members will agree, has
the degree of inflation which has taken
place in Australia in recent years. I be-
lieve that is a matter of some note be-
cause we have a Premier who three Years
ago promised inflation could be beaten
State by State and that would be his task
on being elected. We have seen, of course,
that has not taken place and this State
has experienced a higher rate of infla-
tion than other States of Australia.

The increased taxes and charges imposed
by this Government in its three-year term
have been no less than colossal. Tax col-
lections for the Year 1973-74 amounted to
approximately $127 million: in the cur-
rent year it Is estimated they will amount
to $228 million, which Is an Increase of
80 per cent in the charges and taxes im-
posed by the Government, The Govern-
ment would be deluding itself if it believed
these increases were not an important fac-
tor in the rate of Inflation in this State.
In other words, this Government, far from
controlling inflation, has through the
charges it has imposed increased the rate
of inflation.

The departmental totals show some
variation. In 1973-74 the total revenue
of the Mines Department, Including re-
venue from power, was $121 million; in the

current year the revenue of that depart-
ment will be $181 million, which is an
increase of 50 per cent.

The Hon. Cl. E. Masters: What was that
for?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I am deal-
ing with the revenue collected by depart-
ments. The total in the current year will
be $181 million. In 1973-74 departmental
revenue was estimated at $74 million; in
1976-77 it is expected to be $113 million,
which is an increase of 13 per cent. The
Consolidated Revenue Fund contribution
collected by the Government from the
State Electricity Commission in 1973-74
was $3.7 million; this is estimated to rise
to $7 million in 1976-77, which is an in-
crease of 90 per cent. This is an area
where the householders have felt the pinch,
particularly those on fixed incomes. Among
the people who have expressed their con-
cern, it is this group of people who come
most frequently to state their problems as
far as charges for power and water are
concerned. People on fixed incomes find
they are unable to keep pace with the
escalation In these fields.

Gross collections from all sources
amounted to $567.7 million In 1973-74. In1
the current year they are estimated to be
$1 132.8 million, an actual increase in
money terms of $565.1 million, which is
almost a 100 per cent increase over the
three-year term of this Government. That
is indeed a remarkable record. I am not
sure it is one the Government is parti-
cularly proud of; nonetheless it Is respon-
sible for it,

I state again that the influence of the
Government itself in the charges it im-
poses on the people has been a major
factor in the rate of inflation in this State.
I previously made reference to some of
these matters when speaking to the Supply
Bill in the early part of the session, and I
will not go Into them again at length.

I would like to spend a short time dis-
cussing the field of education. This is an
area to which the former Australian Gov-
ernment devoted a great deal of attention.
That Government brought about some real
changes in education over the whole of
Australia and very Important new initia-
tives were taken. I1 will not canvass the
whole field but I will deal with some mat-
tars which are of concern at the present
time.

We have heard Mr Lewis claiming in
other debates that the pre-primary scheme
of the Government was a tremendous
success.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: It has been.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: That is
entirely a matter of opinion. If It has
been a success it was because the classes
are run on the lines laid down by the
Pre-School Education Board.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: The APA.

4604



(Tuesday, 30 November, 1976] 4805

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: The pre-
school board plays a very Important part.
Over the years It has played a role in set-
ting the standards.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: That is what we
have said all along and you disagreed with
US.

The Hon. Rt. P. CLAUGHTON: The Gov-
ernment has applied the A"A standards
because of the insistence of the people
associated with the pre-school board. They
expressed very great concern at the action
of the Government in introducing the
scheme. The scheme was introduced with-
out any real discussion with the people
most involved in nrc-school education as
it Previously existed.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Who were they?
The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: The pre-

primary scheme so far as it is successful
is so because it has applied the standards
that have been long associated with the
pre-school movement in this State. it
has meant a real loss to the community,
however, in that the involvement which
is still enjoyed by pre-primary schools--
under the pre-school board-with local
authorities has been severed.

Very often the local authorities are
pleased to lose the financial responsibility;
they no longer are responsible for the
day-to-day maintenance of the buildings,
but, for example, I believe the City of
Stirling was surprised to learn that In
connection with the new centre being con-
structed and handed to the Government it
would still be responsible for the capital
repayments on the building.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: The City of
Stirling is still responsible but the Govern-
ment guaranteed the payment.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: That
was not the situation at the time, though
I have no doubt some arrangement has
now been made; but it indicates the real
lack of thought that went into the Initia-
tion of this particular programme.

I would hope that with a change of
Government next year one of the things a
Labor Government would undertake is
the realignment of these pre-schools with
the local authorities to draw in again those
areas of local involvement that make pre-
schools such a part of the local com-
munity.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Are you going to
push back the responsibility of paying for
the Pre-schools onto local government?

The Hon. It. P. CLAUGHTON: Mr Lewis
would say that the taxpayer pays, and
that is right no matter which way it is
done.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: But the local
government would be responsible; is that
what you mean?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The
Labor Party would see that local involve-
ment is reinstated-

The I-on. A. A. Lewis: Including the
responsibility of paying.

The I-on. Rt. P'. CLAUGHTON: -in
these nre-schools which have been brought
under the bureaucratic umbrella of the
Education Department; because we believe
the local involvement of the people is
something of real value at this level of
education.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: What are you
talking about?

The flon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: It would
seem that Mr Lewis is anxious to make
a speech along with me. I have no doubt
he will be able to get up later and make
his speech.

The Hion I. G. Pratt: He just wants
to know what you mean.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Had the
honourable member been aware he would
have seen the policy statement already
made about this matter. It is not news
I am giving him at this time. The pre-
schools should be freely available to all
children. We have this dual system at the
moment where the cost to some parents
is abolished which is an inducement to go
under the umbrella of the Education
Department; whereas in connection with
those still under the Pre-school board the
Parents are required to continue payments.

Again that is one area in which we would
move very quickly to make the system fair;
to see that those payments were abolished
in respect of all the children who attend
these centres.

While condemning the pre-primary
system as a whole I am sure that beside
myself other members of my party would
admit there is value in the idea so far as
remote areas are concerned where there
are not enough children to form a pre-
school centre with the required number of
children. There is a benefit there in having
these children linked in with the school.
It makes for a financially feasible proposi-
tion.

That sort of situation would be encour-
aged by a Labor Government, to see the
facility was made available so far as is
possible to all children in the State no
matter where they are located, and par-
ticularly where the children are isolated.

The early years of school are extremely
important. Pre-schools in themselves
Provide an opportunity for the health
problems of the children to be checked;
they are convenient centres where child-
ren are collected together and where
examinations can be made. Very often
the children who develop problems in the
school have those problems simply be-
cause of physical or emotional handicaps
of one sort or another. Again this is an
area where I believe a lot more education
has to be directed.

The first several Years of school are of
immense importance to the child, because
his early Years of experience can influence
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favourably or unfavourably the whole of
his school life. If the child enters the
system successfully then the chances of
his or her continuing successfully in school
are great.

If their early experiences are poor and
their learning Is poor then that again Is
likely to be continued in later years. So It
is vital, I believe, that a good deal more
attention be directed at these first few
years of school.

This can be done by smaller class sizes,
by improved facilities being made avail-
able to the teachers, by increasing the
status of teachers and the daily school
grades, and by allowing them more free
time in order to assess the children, inter-
view the parents, and prepare individual
programmes for the children.

As we know, one of those areas is a
matter of discussion amongst teachers at
the moment; that Is the proposal that
there should be free time for teachers in
the primary section.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Do you agree
with that?

The Ron. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I do,. I
spent a good number of years in the
primary system, and on moving to the
secondary system I found that the differ-
ence was remarkable. The difference in the
the teaching effort which comes about as a
result of this break of period is a tremen-
dous influence on one's ability to deal
with the children.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Would this be
part of your policy, too?

The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: We have
not made -any policy on this matter.

The Hon. J_ C. Tozer: You would agree,
however, that the situation of primary
teachers has changed considerably since
you were teaching?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I would
not deny it; in fact, at the commence-
ment of my remarks I mentioned that the
Policies of the Australian Labor Govern-
ment had made a tremendous difference
In a large number of areas within the
education system, one of which was the
primary sector. As a primary teacher, I
found it to be a tremendous strain to be
involved almost continually with the class
from the time I commenced duties In the
morning, until I left in the afternoon.
However, I did not realise just how much
of a strain was the accumulation of the
number of hours until I moved into the
secondary system.

While a primary teacher, I believed
that more free time should have been
available, which could have been pro-
vided by more advisory teachers--specialist
teachers in the fields of art, music, craft
and the like-moving into the schools.
There are a number of areas where the
influence of such specialist teachers would
be of value.

The provision of remedial teachers was
a big step forward in improving the oppor-
tunities of children; that is admitted.
However, as I was saying, if we give par-
ticular attention to the first year of school-
ing in the way of Improving facilities and
adjusting the time load on teachers of
those grades, it would be of tremendous
benefit to the children as they progress
through school. More time spent in those
years in ensuring the children make the
best start possible to their school life
would reduce the incidence of many of the
problems which now occur late in school
life, where teachers are required to devote
extra time-with a consequent slowing
down of the lessons-to teach the various
steps to children who have difficulty in
cornprehending.

In regard to the product of the class-
room, I believe the complaints we often
hear from employers would be greatly re-
duced if such an effort were made within
the primary system. If In fact we gave
more time to this area and devoted some
effort in order to ensure the children's
experience in primary school was success-
ful, the chances of children arriving at
the end of the system as poor readers,
spellers and numerators would be greatly
reduced.

I believe those employers who observe
applicants coming to them for jobs with
what they regard as poor standards are
missing the point when they claim there
should be a reintroduction of the exam-
ination system. That system was dispensed
with because of the essential faults within
it, and most teaching professionals do not
regret its Passing. However, there still is
plenty of scope for improvement in the
system, and more effort, time and money
devoted to those early years would pro-
duce a result which would more than
justify the attention.

THE HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Central)
[ 3.05 p.m.]: It is interesting that, because
of the change of our Standing Orders, the
Budget is being debated again. As one
of the seven members who spoke pre-
viously, I wonder whether I am wise to
speak to it again. I know most members
would say, "No"! We have had the oppor-
tunity to dispose of this debate at an
earlier stage of the session.

Having taken the opportunity to speak
a second time to this debate, I should
like to make a recommendation which I
believe would be in the interests of all
members. I refer to the codification of
the Statutes. I note that in 1964, Mr
President, you as the Leader of the House
introduced the Statute Law Revision Bill
and some very wise words were spoken by
you and the Hon. Frank Wise in regard
to the codification of the Statutes.

With electorate offices becoming more
and more prevalent, and having regard to
the fact that many of these offices are
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situated in country areas, I believe some
effort should be made by the Government
to codify legislation alphabetically. I do
not suggest this should be done on a yearly
basis, or even that it be done next year.
However, I believe that over a 10-year
period, and every 10 years thereafter, the
Statutes should be reprinted and put in a
form which would enable members to refer
to them in their electorate offices.

Having been a member of another place,
I can say that members of this House are
extremely lucky. When a member in an-
other place asks for an Act, he receives a
copy of the Act and what looks like a deck
of cardt but which, in actual fact, is a
heap of amendments made in subsequent
years. In this place, the Clerks keep an
up-to-date record of the Acts In a loose-
leaf folio, and members are able to read
the amended Acts immediately.

If I do one thing- while I am on my
feet, it will be to plead with the Govern-
ment to bring this about so that members
can ascertain what is happening in regard
to Acts of Parliament without having to
wade through some 80 volumes, and so that
It will be in a concise, alphabetical form.
At least In this way members will know
they are referring to a fairly up-to-date
Act. Many members have spoken about
this need, and I draw the Government's
attention to the matter once again. It
would be of great assistance to members,
Clerks and everybody else in the conduct
of this House.

Perhaps my gentle prod at this time
may help the Government make a decision
in respect of reprinting the Statutes. I
look forward to this task being completed
by 1980, before I come up for re-election.

THE HON. T. KNIGHT (South) [3.09
p.m.J: I support the Bill; the expenditure
provided for in the Estimates appears to
be well spread throughout the State and
my electorate. I believe the Budget has
created new confidence In the business
sector.

The Hon. fl. K. Dans: That was until
the big announcement last Sunday.

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: I still believe de-
valuation will assist the rural and mining
industries; it will be of assistance to the
people I represent. At this stage we can
only be advantaged by the currency de-
valuation.

In my province the expenditure shown
in the Estimates totals approximately $6
million. This expenditure will give a boost
to the area, to industry, and to employ-
ment right throughout.

Approximately $1.8 million Is to be ex-
pended in the Esperance area. I would
have liked that figure to be increased, to
Include the cost of establishing a water
supply for the abattoir at Esperance. I be-
lieve the commencement of this project is
waiting only for a water supply. Mr
Wordsworth In a speech delivered earlier

this session touched on the provision of a
water supply to the abattoir at Esperance.
He mentioned that it would cost some-
thing like $300 000.

A similar type of industry set UP in the
metropolitan area or in other large centres
would be involved in a cost of only $300
to $400 for the supply of water. Thus, the
great cost which confronts the abattoir
at Esperance is proving a deterrent to the
company. I would like the Government to
look Into this matter again to see whether
money can be made available to assist this
project to get off the ground.

Some of the items of great consequence
shown in the Estimates involving the Es-
perance area are the establishment of an
oil pipeline at a cost of $464 000; high
school extensions at a cost Of $96 000;
small craft facilities at a cost of $30 000;
the Esperance Hospital project at a cost
of $1.1 million; and an additional water
supply to service the residential and busi-
ness areas at a cost of $140 000.

With the completion of the east-west
road, Esperance is on the way to experi-
encing another boom period. In addition
to the Government expenditure I have just
mentioned, school dental clinics will be set
up. One will be established at the Esper-
ance School at an estimated cost of
$30 000. This Centre will employ a nurse,
two chair assistants, and an ordinary as-
sistant. It will be supervised, we hope, by
a dentist in the area.

Hopetoun is to be provided with Power
by the State Energy Commission. We have
been working on this for some years, and
I am pleased to see that the town will now
have power. However, one thing I have
urged consistently. year after year, is the
provision of a water supply at Hopetoun.

Thie Hon. G. E. Masters: What is the
population of Hopetoun?

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: There are ap-
proximately '76 homes In the town, but
that is not the Point. No town can expand
without having the facilities that are pro-
vided in other centres. Hopetoun Is larger
than many other centres of the State
which have been provided with water sup-
plies. With its tourist facilities, and the
fact that it has been long established in
the southern Part of the State, HopetOun
should have been one of the first centres
to be provided with a water supply. In
1971 the then Minister for Works men-
tioned that the provision of a water supply
for Hopetoun would Proceed, and the
amount shown in the Estimates was ap-
proximately $250 000.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Who was
the Minister for Works then?

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: I am not sure.
The Hon. G. E. Masters: The Cost would

be much greater today.
The Hon. T. KNIGHT: The costs have

bounded ahead. The longer this project
is held up the higher will be the cost,
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in view of the rate of inflation, An ex-
penditure of $250 000 five years ago would
have provided Hopetoun with a water sup-
ply, and there would be a saving of
$500 000 based on present-day costs.

The Hon. D. K. Vans; The costs to watch
are the costs of tomorrow.

The Hon. T. KNIGHT; A few weeks ago
a community centre and church was
opened at Hopetoun. This shows that the
people of Hropetoun have faith in the area.
Prom what I can gather this Is a fine
establishment, and it has been built as a
result of community effort. I believe that
services such as a water supply should be
established. This is a, facility which is
greatly warranted at this stage.

The H-on. D. J. Wordsworth: The church
was built not so much through the efforts
of the people of Hopetoun, but of the
People in the Lake Grace and surrounding
areas.

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: Yes, the people
of the whole area contributed to the estab-
lishment of the building. The point is that
It Is established in Hopetoun, and it serves
as a community centre and church for the
people there.

On the 7th May last the Minister for
Works opened the water supply at Bremer
Bay, and as a result Bremer Bay will be
promoted as a tourist centre. I think the
establishment of this facility is well ap-
preciated by the People there. It has helped
to give them a sense of security, and as a
result we can expect more buildings and
more progress at Bremer Bay.

Tenders have been called for a new
country club at Bremer Bay and building Is
expected to commence in the near future.
From my inquiries I understand that
power will be supplied by the SEC at Bre-
mer Bay by June, 1977. On top of that
the Minister controlling main roads has
agreed that an amount of $1.1 million be
spent on the Boxwood Hill-Bremer Bay
Road over a period of four years. Ap-
proximately a 13-mile stretch has been
completed so far this year, so the road is
well on the way. It will provide access
into Bremer Bay, and will cater for
tourists, farmers, and the residents of the
area.

In this financial year an amount of ap-
proximately $3 million is to be spent on
projects in the Albany area. The main
item Is the expenditure of $755 000 on
headworks for the comprehensive water
schemne which has been under discussion
for many years. Many surveys have been
undertaken, many discussions have been
held, and a great deal of heartache has
been experienced over this project. How-
ever, the Government has finally decided
on a plan, and this year $755 000 will be
spent on the first stage of implementin&g
the plan.

An amount of $981 000 is to be expended
on deepening the harbour and the en-
trance channel at Albany. This will en-
able larger ships to use the Port of Albany.

Last week at the opening of the Co-ope-
rative Bulk Handling installation at
Kwinana we were given to understand that
CBH would upgrade the loading facilities
at Albany from 400 tonnes an hour to
about 1 200 tonnes an hour.

This quicker method of loading grali
will result in larger ships calling at Albany,
because of the quicker turnaround of ships,
It will also improve the labour position at
the wharf, because the additional ships will
mean more wheat being exported from
Albany.

A further reticulated water supply will
be established at Albany at a cost of
$195000, and a sum of $240000 wvill be
expended on the extension of the sewerage
scheme. The Albany Technical School
which has been in operation for several
years is to have an amount of $363 000
spent on improvements and extensions,
and on the provision of an electrical sec-
tion. 1 understand the possibility of pro-
viding a residential section to the tech-
nical annexe is being investigated. This
could be used as a residential annexe for
the students of the region, because at pre-
sent there is a lack of accommodation.

An amount of $31 000 is to be spent on
the Albany High School. This high school
has the greatest number of students of any
country high school in Western Australia,
and it is overcrowded. In view of that I be-
lieve the Government should look into the
establishment of another high school.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: How many
children attend that high school?

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: I think 1 370,
which is the highest enrolment of any
country high school.

An amount of $250 000 is to be spent
on the Installation of a bulk tallow plant.
All these projects have been bringing
stability to the Albany region over the last
few years, and the Government considers
it is worth while spending these amounts.

The remainder of the items include ex-
tensions to the priory, which is a girls'
hostel at Albany, additions to the primary
school, extensions to the offices of the
Department of Agriculture, and other
minor works. In addition five school dental
clinics are to be established at Albany. As
in the case of the clinics at Esperance, the
clinics at Albany will employ dental thera-
pists, nurses, and nursing assistants. one
of these clinics will consist of a mobile
unit which will travel from place to place
-such as Frankland River. Denmark, and
other small towns-to provide a dental
service. These will be under the super-
vision of a senior dentist.

I believe the estimated cost of the units
will be $150 000, and they will be of great
benefit to the children. Indeed, they will
also be of great benefit to the parents of
the children because they will be able to
approach the senior dentist and obtain
Information regarding the dental prob-
lems of their children. The senior dentist
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will be able to advise the Parents of the
treatment necessary in order for their
children to benefit. Overall, we will have
much better dental care for the children
in the area.

I was disappointed to learn that no
allocation flas been made for the proposed
new fishing harbour. I know the plan is
still on the drawing board, but there has
been considerable discussion on the siting
of the harbour, and its depth. I was
hoping that some money would have been
allocated for a start to be made by way of
dredging, or back-filling, during this year
which would lead to the establishment of
the fishing boat harbour. in Albany we
have Southern Ocean Fish Processors,
which company intends to expand. The
company has proved the fishing grounds in
the area off the south coast, right through
to Esperance and Point D'entrecasteaux.
The area will become one of the biggest
fishing grounds in the world. I under-
stand an English company is interested in
the venture at the moment, and I am sure
the fishing Industry in Albany will progress.

The overall picture mn Albany at the
moment is one of enthusiasm and progress.
There is a sincere belief that the town is
buoyant, and the surrounding area is go-
Ing ahead. In fact, building contractors in
Albany cannot look at-let alone price-
any project for the next six months. Build-
ing extensions and alterations are occur-
ring in almost every street of Albany, and
new factory units are being constructed. I
was a building contractor Prior to entering
Parliament, and I am aware of the back-
ing which is coming from the general com-
munity with regard to the extension of
building and their faith in the town. The
population is growing, industries are ex-
panding and there is an atmosphere of
well being and enthusiasm throughout the
whole of the Albany area.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: The people of
Albany have some very good members of
Parliament to represent them!

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: That does help.
The people of Albany are served very well
by three exceptionally good parliamentar-
ians.

The I-on, G. E. Masters: You would not
be biased!

The I-on. D. K. Dans: I hope that is
reported in the Press!

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: it has been.
Western Livestock is constructing a
$430 000 wool store which will open in
December.

The I-on. D, K,. Dana: Did you get any
credit for that?

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: No, but I think
the overall progress of the town, and the
faith which Western Livestock has in the
future of the wool industry, has led to the
construction of the new wool store. The
company bought out Goldsbrough Mort,

which was a partner of Elders and Wes-
farmers in Albany Wooistores, but because
of some legal complication it was not able
to use the existing wool store. As I said,
Western Livestock has so much faith in
the area that it has been Prepared to
spend $430 000 on its own wool store. I
compliment and congratulate the manage-
ment of Western Livestock for its faith
and confidence in the future of the Albany
region.

I believe that in time we will see the
overall establishment of two major wool
selling centres one at Fremantle and one
at Albany. I cannot understand why wool
which is sold at Albany has to be railed
to Fremantle and shipped from the Port
of Fremantle.

The Hon. D). K. Dams: Would you like
me to tell you?

The lion. T. KNIGHT: I look at the
matter on the basis of why cannot an
agreement be reached whereby wool sold
for Europe could be shipped from Fre-
mantle, and wool sold for Japan could be
shipped from Albany, or vice versa, If such
a scheme were Introduced, wool sold for
either Europe or Japan would be railed in
full loads to either Fremantle or Albany,
instead of under the present system of
half loads being carted in each direction.
Full loads would, of course, be more pro-
fitable to Westrail. Such a scheme would
also benefit the two centres of Fremantle
and Albany, and would also benefit the
waterside workers, the railway workers,
and the wool store workers. It would in-
volve a considerable saving of expenditure.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: I think you
have answered your own question: it is
too simple.

The Hon. T. KNIGHT: The simple
answer is to establish two centres.

The Hon, D. K. Dana: I agree with what
you have said, but unfortunately the ship-
owners do not,

The I-on. T. KNIGHT: The main rea-
son is that a ship will not call at a port
unless it is able to pick up a reasonably
sized cargo. A system of all wool shipped
from Albany going to Japan, and of all
wool shipped from Fremantle going to
Europe, surely would be a reasonable pro-
position, and would encourage shipping to
call at the two ports.

As Mr Dans would be aware, Albany has
a quick turn around of shipping. In fact,
I believe the waterside workers at Albany
have the record for wool handling. I saw
the waterside workers load the Earanituna
with 20 000 bales, plus hides, in a couple
of days, The waterside workers there have
nowhere near the type of equipment which
is available at other major ports, and they
were using tractors which could handle
only half the number of bales which can
be handled by the bigger tractors at the
major ports. The workers were able to
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load 20 000 bales in record time, and they behalf of the parents and citizens of the
are very proud of their record-as is the
general community of Albany.

At the present time the Government is
assisting the Albany Woollen Mills--about
which I spoke recently-and I believe this
to be a magnificent gesture on the part of
the Government. The assistance will en-
able the woollen mills to increase its out-
put.

At Dog flock a motel is presently being
constructed which will be an addition to
the existing eight motels in the area. I
understand the new motel will be the larg-
est in Western Australia-although I do
not know how it compares with the hotel-
motel type of structures.

A sum of $12 000 is to be spent on a pre-
primary centre at Frankland. I would like
to see some money Put aside for the estab-
lishment of a water supply at Frankland
because the area is now the centre of the
Frankland Valley vineyards. Many of the
workers are seeking accommodation in the
area and they would like to be able to
build their homes there if water were
available. I am sorry to note the Govern-
ment has not made Provision for a water
supply during this year. I believe this will
be very necessary within the next few
years and work should commence now for
the benefit of that industry.

A sum of $250 000 will be spent on a
water supply system at Rocky Gully. Per-
haps that system can be integrated in
order to benefit both Rocky Gully and
Frankland. I am hopeful that such a
scheme will receive some consideration.

A sum of $347 000 is to be spent on
extensions to the Mt. Barker Hospital. The
extensions started last Year, and are now
well under way and nearing completion.
The hospital is a magnificent building, and
is of great benefit to the Mt. Barker
region which stretches back through
Rocky Gully to Cranbrook and Tambellup.
We have a regional hospital at Albany,
but It does not cater fully for the people
in the outlying areas. The extension of
the Mt. Barker Hospital will relieve con-
gestion at the Albany hospital.

A sum of $215 000 is to be spent on the
Denmark water Supply scheme, and an
additional $50 000 will be spent on each
water supply for Nyabing and Jerra-
mungup.

The water supply situation has been
looked at very closely throughout the area,
following the unfortunate drought years of
198 and 1969. 1 believe this to be a step
in the right direction, even though it in-
volves the expenditure Of a considerable
sum of money. As I have said Previously,
if the money is not spent now twice as
much will have to be spent in the future
to achieve the same results.

At this point in my speech I must in-
clude some criticism. During my last
address on the Budget debate I spoke on

school at Lake Varley. On the last occa-
sion I spoke I requested the construction
of a fence between the school and the road
to avoid the possibility of a child being
run over by the grain trucks and heavy
haulage vehicles, and stock trucks, which
use the adjoining road. Nothing was done
about my request, but the fence has now
been constructed by the parents.

I would like to refer to a few of the
items which the parents themselves have
provided for the school. This is a very
small school, and I believe the Education
Department should see its way clear to
assist financially in regard to some of the
requests of the People of Lake Varley.

I contacted a resident of Lake Varley
to obtain information about the activities
of the parents and citizens' association
over the last three years. This work has
been carried out by the PCA using money
raised locally and utilised for the benefit
of the school.

Until last year the PCA provided radios,
a tape recorder, and a record player, in-
cluding records, tapes, and all repairs.
Bookshelves were built by the teacher with
materials supplied from FCA funds. Craft
materials were paid for with PCA funds
to supplement department-granted sup-
plies. A pergola for shade cover was
built by the teacher and students from
material again supplied by the PCA.

Because the department refused to
supply an air-conditioner for the school,
the PCA bought and installed the neces-
sary air-conditioner.

As I mentioned, the fence has been
erected by the PCA, and the material was
Paid for with money raised by that body.

The PCA purchased a fridge, curtains,
carpet squares, and many other items for
indoor comfort in this arid and dry area.
Last year, PCA funds were used to send
children on a four-day educational tour
of Albany as no departmental funds were
available.

The toilets have been upgraded, although
they are still inadequate and insufficient for
the number of children at the school. The
school shelter shed is disgraceful and
dilapidated, and provides no protection
either from the summer sun or from the
winter wind and rain. The open verandah
at the end of the school is completely un-
protected. However, when a child feels
Ill, this Is the only place available for the
child to lie down until he feels better or
he is picked up by his parents.

Sporting equipment is poor, and it is
also supplemented by the PCA. There is
no recreational equipment at the school,
apart from a set of swings provided by the
FCA.

This year the grant for the school is
$260, and let us be honest, at today's
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prices, this will not go very far. At least
two busy-bees are held each year to up-
grade the school and the grounds.

The PCA is now considering the pur-
chase of video equipment to the value of
$2 000. At the moment a porta-pak is on
loan to the school from the AAP. There-
fore, I again make an appeal to the Minis-
ter to try to find some way to assist these
people who are obviously so prepared to
help themselves. I understand that the
only request made-to me or to other
members--was for the provision of the
fence. The parents and citizens' associa-
tion has now requested some financial sup-
port or help towards the purchase of the
video equipment which the association be-
lieves is vitally necessary for the education
of the children attending the school. In
my opinion the school has more than car-
ried its share of the burden and I believe
we should accede to its request on this
occasion.

Another problem which is evident in my
province is the backlog of SEC connec-
tions. Nearly every week I receive a letter
about this matter, and whenever I visit
towns in the area-Ongerup, Pingrup, Ny-
abing, Jerramungup, and Bremmer Bay-
I am asked when the extensions will be
completed so that the houses can be con-
nected.

At a recent meeting the Albany Zone
Development Committee advocated that
the SEC should supply an additional gang
to the Albany region, because this centre
is responsible for the whole region. A
similar system was followed in Geraldton
because of the backlog in connections. I
believe that another gang would consider-
ably shorten the 2J-year delay in connec-
tions. The capital outlay involved would
be repaid by an increased return from
rental fees, etc., over the next few years.

In the Albany area there Is a delay of
up to two months in the erection of poles
to enable builders to connect to electricity
supplies. Most builders now use electrical
equipment such as saws, drills, and planes,
and It is not acceptable to them to use
hand tools for a period of two months as
construction costs soar and are not com-
petitive.

I ask the Minister for Fuel and Energy
to consider seriously this matter of an-
other gang in the Albany region so that
the backlog can be cut back. We mnust
ensure that the progress in the area Is
not impeded.

In an earlier speech I suggested a mobile
clinic for handicapped and mentally-
retarded children. I have been informed
by the Minister that the idea presently
being considered is the setting up of
regional centres in the schools that have
hostel accommodation. Mentally and
physically handicapped children could be
brought to these regional centres with

their parents; and doctors, physiothera-
pists, occupational therapists, etc., would
be available at the centres to train the
children, and more importantly, to train
the parents about how to care for the
children. I thank the Minister for his
interest in this matter and I hope that
some finality is achieved within the next
12 months, although much organising still
has to be done.

The next point I wish to raise relates
to registration in regard to the building
industry. At different times in this House
we debate and pass amendments to legis-
lation providing for the registration of
builders, etc. It strikes me as most peculiar
that such registrations apply mainly to
builders in the metropolitan area. Usually
when the provisions of legislation are ex-
tended, the "grandfather" provision ap-
Plies, and this means that people who were
forced to leave the metropolitan area to
work in country areas because of the regis -
tration provisions, can become registered
automatically if the Act is ever extended to
those areas.

I believe the Government operates for
the whole of the State and I do not sea
why we should protect the public in the
metropolitan area through these various
Acts and regulations, and not the public
in country areas. Members in this House
represent the whole State, and such legis-
lation should be enacted for the benefit
of the Public throughout the length and
breadth of the State.

I wish to refer now to disabled people,
and in particular to those whom the Medi-
cal Department considers are capable men-
tally, physically, and medically of being
cared for in their own homes. The Gov-
ernment has instituted a system of assis-
tance for such people, so that the homes
in which they live can be upgraded, at
Government expense, and they may be
cared for in the environment of their own
homes.

Over the last three years $142 496 was
spent on additional improvements and up-
grading of houses to allow 1'749 disabled
people to live in their own homes with
their families. But for this assistance,
these people would still be hospitalised. I
believe the Government should be com-
mended on this action, and I do not think
many people are aware of what has taken
place. The Minister and his department
have done a magnificent job In this field,
and I congratulate the Government and
the department for their accomplishments.
These people have the right to live in a
home environment.

I would like to refer also to the Para-
plegic-Quadriplegic Association. Many of
the patients there and at the Royal Perth
(Rehabilitation) Hospital in Selby Street
want to work and to pay their own way.
Workshops have been established so that
these patients can feel they are Part of
the community and that they are paying
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their way within that community. How-
ever, I would like the Government to look
into the possiblity of building additional
motel-type units--I use that phrase f or
want of a better one-for single people who
have no parents or family with whom they
can live. These People are physically dis-
abled; however, they would like to live in
a residence they can call their own, and
such a residence must be in close proximity
to a workshop so that they can commute
readily between the two.

I have been through the annexe at
Selby Street on many occasions, and the
work these people do with other members
of the Handicapped Persons Committee is
fantastic. If we give them the opportunity
to prove they are capable of turning out
goods, they would be able to quote for
Government Projects, and undoubtedly
they would. However, because they would
have a disability in that they would be
competing with established firms with pro-
per workshops and facilities, I believe that
just as we do with country firms and busi-
nesses we could provide a 5 per cent sub-
sidy when they are quoting for Govern-
ment projects to help these People to be-
come a useful part of the community once
more, something which is more important
to them than to be self-supporting.

I would like to see the idea promoted of
the establishment of accommodation for
single people of this type with adjoining
workshops and facilities to enable them
to stand on their own feet, to become part
of the community and to earn their way
in life without feeling they are a drag on
the Government. They need us to assist
them in this way to give them the con-
fidence in the future they deserve.

THE HON. OLIVE GRIFFITHS (South-
East Metropolitan) [3.41 pm.]: I would
like to take the opportunity provided by
supporting this Hill to reflect on the fact
that we are now in the dying hours of the
third session of the twenty-eighth Parlia-
ment; and coupled with that is the fact
that these are the dying hours of the final
session of the period for which I1 was last
elected.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You will
not die with them.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: There-
fore, I take the opportunity now, in the
interests of saving time later this evening,
to spend a moment or two to reflect upon
some of the things that will occur at the
conclusion of this Parliament.

I would mention firstly that several
members will voluntarily relinquish their
positions at the next election, and this will
be the last time they serve In this Parlia-
ment.

I refer firstly to you, Mr President. When
I first entered this Chamber some 12 years
ago you were the Leader of the Govern-
ment in the Legislative Council, then later
You served as the Leader of the Opposition

in this Place, and now finally you are
serving in the very high office of President.
I want to say how delighted I have been
to have had the opportunity to be associ-
ated with you in all those capacities. It
is sad indeed to hear you have chosen not
to be with us again next year. However,
the contribution you have made to the
State of Western Australia through your
Parliamentary services is one that few
other people have made or are likely to
make in the future.

I refer next to my very good friend, the
Hon. Jack Heitman who is our Chairman
of Committees. He is a person I have
known and regarded as a friend for many,
many years. Inideed, whilst we did not know
each other very well, I too came from
Morawa: and it was very pleasing Indeed
to find an old "Morawa-ite" to work with
over the years in this Chamber.

Then we have the Hon. Roy Abbey, with
whom I shared my first office and who
was placed in the unfortunate situation of
having to listen to my speeches several
times before I delivered them in this
Chamber; because when I1 first entered
the Parliament I used to practise my
speeches two or three times in my room and
Roy, being a kind and considerate person,
never objected-although I am sure he
felt like it on several occasions. Roy has
been a valuable member of this Chamber.

The final member who will be leaving
this Parliament voluntarily is, unfortun-
ately, Ill at the moment. I refer to the
Hon. Tom Perry who entered Parliament
at the same time I entered it and renewed
his term six years ago with me. I am
sorry that he is continuing to suffer ill
health which prevents him from being
with us today. I am delighted to have been
associated with him.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.05 p.m.

The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: I was
mentioning that several members would
be voluntarily retiring from Parliament
at the conclusion of this session of Par-
liament. I also mentioned what a privilege
It has been for me to have had the op-
portunity to serve with these People who
have contributed so much to Western
Australia.

I also want to take the opportunity
to say something with regard to the Min-
isters of the present Government who are
located in this House. I am appreciative
of the courtesies and considerations our
leader, the Hon. N. McNeill, has extended
to me. A leader would need to have an
understanding attitude when confronted
with a member such as I and the Honour-
able Mr McNeill has always been able to
keep smiling at me and indeed to keep
me onside with him.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: Are you thinking
of retiring, Mr Griffiths? Is this Your
retiring speech?
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The Hon. CLIVE GRIFFITHS: No, it is
the finish of a six-year term, When I
am next elected to this place It will be
the beginning of another six-year term,
but as several members will not be here
I am taking this opportunity to make
these comments. I thank the Hon. Mr
Baxter, the I-on. Graham MacKinnon
and the Attorney-General, the Hon. Ian
Medoali, who have also acted as Ministers
in this House during the last 12 months,
for the way in which they have treated
me during this term.

The Leader of the Opposition is also
completing his first six-year term in the
Parliament. I am pleased to have had the
opportunity to work with him better
since he has been In Opposition than when
he was over on this side. I also want to
say how pleased and grateful I am to
have had the opportunity to work with
all others in this House during this six-
year term. We do not all have the same
views on all subjects but we all participate
in the debates in an endeavour to pro-
duce legislation acceptable to the com-
mnunity.

To the Clerks of the House I want to
pay a special tribute. They have been very
helpful to me during the whole 12 years,
but In particular during the last term
that I have been here. The Clerks are
never ceasing In their desire to assist andf
advise members and I have availed my-
self of their expertise on many occasions.
I am very grateful and thankful for their
eff orts.

I also pay tribute to other officers of
the House for the courteous way in which
they have looked after the various needs
I have had during this last term.

I could not possibly Permit this occasion
to go by without mentioning aL group of
people to whom, If ever it Is recorded that
I made a reasonable sort of speech, that
fact is attributable. I refer of course to
the Mansard reporters. The patience they
have shown In recording my speeches has
been very great indeed and I am very
appreciative of the way they have faith-
fully recorded my speeches In the tone
that I have used. Most certainly over the
years they have been able to pick up the
"Clive Grlffithsisrns" that I have used and
have done so faithfully. I commend them
for their work.

my own secretary has patience which
must be beyond that of anybody else. She
has served me very faithfully and looked
after the problems of my constituents. I
want to pay mny compliments and thanks
to her for looking after me during this
last term.

Another person who unfortunately Is
not with us today but to whom I want
to pay a special tribute Is Mr Dave Car-
rick, who was an officer of the House for
a long time. Unfortunately he has had to
retire prematurely due to ill-health. He is
a person whose dedicated, conscientious

and sincere belief in the Institution of
Parliament is well recognised and renown-
ed by all those who know him. The com-
petent manner in which he carried out his
duties, I feel, Is an example well worth
emulating by any future officer of this
Parliament and I deem it as one of the
very great Privileges of my time In Par-
liament to have been associated with Dave
Carrick. I wish him well in his retire-
ment and hope that his health improves
to give him many years of happy retire-
ment with his family.

The ranks of those who were elected at
the same time as I was In 1965 have shrunk
to the stage where only four of us remain
out of the seven who were elected at the
time. I refer of course to the Hon. Vic
Perry, the Leader of the House, the Hon.
Neil McNeill, and the Hon. Tom Perry.
As Mr Perry is retiring on this occasion,
when we return here after the next elec-
tion there will be only three out of those
seven new members who were elected in
1965.

1 did not want the opportunity to go
by without recording my appreciation of
the numerous people who have assisted
me during this term because it is easy to
forget that the officers and the members
very frequently go far beyond the area
they need to go to ensure that members
of Parliament are better able to perform
their duties. I trust that when those of
us who are to do so reassemble here next
year we will have a session of Parliament
and a period in time equally as happy and
fruitful as the one which is about to con-
clude.

THE HON. R. J. L. WHLIAMS (Metro-
politan) r4.14 p.mn.]: I rise to support this
Bill. I can assure members that there
has been no collusion, but later on I May
also be in a Position of saying what I have
to say about this House and the people
who serve in it. I consider I have Just
completed a six-year apprenticeship. It
was six years ago roughly that I was elec-
ted to the House in succession to a gentle-
man for whom I had the greatest respect
-the late Dr Hislop.

I must admit that when I first came
here it was with a little trepidation that
I approached you, Mr President, as my
leader, but You Proved to me that You
were a kind and sympathetic leader who
brooked any form of questioning and it is,
has been, and I hope will continue to be,
a sincere pleasure to have known you in
the role of my leader, as the Leader of the
opposition, and now as President. I would
like to wish You and Mrs Griffith a long,
happy, and healthy retirement.

To the Hon. Jack Heitman I would
say exactly the same. Jack has been one
who is always willing to advise and help
and if Jack gets an idea Into his head that
a certain thing Is going to happen a cer-
tain way, I have learned over the six years
that it is not possible to alter his mind
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except by a very convincing, solid, or fac-
tual argument. I have always regarded
Jack as the wheat and sheep expert. I
think of my other colleague (Mr Abbey)
as the beef expert. It has been a great
pleasure, honour, and privilege to serve
with those three who are going to retire.
When I first came here the Hon. Bill
Willesee was the Leader of the House and
how fortunate for anyone's induction to
have such a leader, although I am not
mealy-mouthed enough to say that I share
the opposite side's political philosophy. We
are divorced in that, completely and ab-
solutely.

The fourth retiring member is not with
us, as Mr Clive Griffiths mentioned, be-
cause he is ill. However, I can only wish
Mr Perry full recovery and hope that he
will enjoy a long retirement.

I would also like to pay a tribute to the
late Fred White who, until his untimely
death, was the Acting Deputy Leader of
the country Party in this House. the
leader being Mr Les Logan.

One remembers with affection Mr Syd
Thompson and Mr Jack Thomson both of
whom retired after I had been here only
three years. Sometimes we do not realise
how quickly the composition of this House
can change. Seven of us were elected
together to this House. There was my
colleague (the Hon. Bill Withers) from
the North Province, the Hon. David
Wordsworth, the Hon. Lyla Elliott. the
Hon. Ron Leeson, and the Leader of the
opposition (Mr Des Dens) and the Deputy
Leader of the opposition (Mr Stan Dellar).

While our political philosophies may be
an ocean apart I have never had anything
but courtesy, kindness, and consideration
from everyone in this House, and parti-
cularly from those members who entered
Parliament with me, no matter which poli-
tical side they follow; and I am extremely
grateful for it because I think the essence
of Parliament is to be able to) debate one's
philosophies in the atmosphere of the
Chamber and then, on an adjournment to
be able to mix outside amicably. It is
extremely difficult for the general public.
our supporters, to understand that this
sort of situation must exist If we are to
exist in an atmosphere in which we can
do our best for the State and the provinces
we represent.

When I think of what has occurred in
the past six Years I would be very remiss
if, of those six people elected at the same
time I was elected, I did not mention one
in particular who assisted me and worked
extremely hard on an Honorary Royal
Commission and on the preparation of its
report. I refer to the Hon. Lyla Elliott.
I will always be grateful to her for the
assistance I had at the time of the inquiry
and the common sense and understanding
Injected into the Proceedings and the
report.

Many of us fall to realIse that
the hardest club to enter but the
to leave, but the Clerks go on It

this is
easiest
would

seem forever. Many people seem to forget
that the longest serving member of the
parliamentary staff-and this includes
members of Parliament of both Houses-
is the Clerk of this House and the Clerk
of the Parliaments (Mr J. B. Roberts) who
has always extended to every member all
the courtesy and help he could. The same
applies to Mr Ashley, the Clerk Assistant
and Usher of the Black Rod. I am sure
that when Mr Ashley returns to us next
year from the House of Commons he will
be of equally great assistance.

It would be impossible for me to single
out any one of the remainder of the staff
because they have always displayed un-
failing courtesy,

I would thank my present leader for his
understanding over the last three years.
I also express my gratitude to the Min-
isters of the Government who have always
been most courteous and kind. I think
perhaps to my early two-year tutor who
has been Promoted-and rightly so-to the
front bench, my learned colleague (Mr
Ian Medcalf) I owe a debt which I can
never repay. I regard him as a front-
bencher although geographically the House
has not been able to accommodate him
there. However, not being a status-seek-
Ing person, he is perfectly content to sit
where he is.

The final word must be that we are at
the will of the people at the next election.
Some of us will return and some will not.
The composition of the Council can change
dramatically. I will always remember
with affection my colleague who preceded
me in this debate (Mr Cive Griffiths) be-
cause it was he who told me on that par-
ticular night, on the 20th March, I think
it was, in a certain place that he was
delighted to be coming back to this place,
although at that time he was about 1 500
votes down on the board. He also con-
gratulated me on having been elected
although at that stage I, too, was some-
thing like 1 000 votes down. I thought
what an idiot he was because he did not
know he had been defeated; but how
right he was.

I thank you, Mr President, and members
for the patience and forebearance you
have displayed in listening to me,. and I
wish each and every member, without ex-
ception, all the very best of good fortune
for the ensuing year.

THE HON. fl. W. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [4.24 p.m.]: I do not want
to enter the debate on a discordant note
in view of the nice things said over the
last few minutes, but I have already
spoken on budgetary matters and I do not
wish to raise any now. I do wish to say,
however, that the events which have taken
Place over the past few days seem to con-
firm the stand we took that both the Fed-
eral and the State Governments have
failed in their economic policies and that
there is a very bleak economic time ahead
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for the Australian people, particularly for
the working people. However, we have said
what we were going to say in that regard
and I do not think. we need repeat it.

The reason I am using this opportunity
to speak is because I do not want to do
what Mr Withers did on Thursday; that
is, use the adjournment motion to speak.
It will be late by then and we will all want
to adjourn on a happy note.

When Mr Withers spoke to the adjourn-
ment on Thursday evening he referred to
a matter I raised during the course of a
speech in this H-ouse on Tuesday, the 23rd
November. He objected to my saying that
a Mr R. K. Mullen, a chemist of Wickhamn,
had sold to a citizen at Wickham a pres-
cription in a sample bottle. in his speech
Mr Withers was careful not to refer to
the reasons for my having raised the
matter, but I suppose that is his right.

However, in order to refresh the
memories of members I wish to state that
I raised the matter because of a news-
paper advertisement on the front page
of The West Australian supplement, "News
of the North" on Wednesday, the 17th
November, which reads--

UNION MEMBERS
HAVE YOU CHECKED?

Whether your union dues are going
towards the ALP election campaign

without your consent?
OR

Whether your paid officers are working
against your personal political beliefs
..at your expense?

DON'T YOU THINK
Funds for political campaigns should
be personal, voluntary contributions?
SPEAK UP FOR DEMOCRACY-

WHILE YOU STILL HAVE A
CHANCE

CONTACT THE PHJBARA LIBERAL
ELECTORAL COUNCIL AT:

WICKHAM
P.O. Box 105

Phone 87 1234
PORT HEDLAND

P.O. Box 370
Phone 73 1422

Authorised by: R. K. Mullen,
15 Oleander Place, Wickham 6720.

1 do apologise to the House for misin-
forming it in regard to the location of Mr
Mullen's chemist shop. It is in Wickham,
not Port Hedland, and Mr Withers was
quite right when he corrected me in that
regard.

Mr Withers desired to know whether I
would he courageous enough to raise the
matter outside the House, and he said I
had maligned Mr Mullen. He accused me
of using parliamentary privilege to do so.
I do not believe we should be questioned
in this way in this House on matters we

raise, when those matters have been re-
ferred to us by a constituent. We should
be able to raise such matters without be-
ing accused of maligning people, particu-
larly if we have reasonable rounds to
assume that what we have been told is
true.

The Hon. W. H. Withers; They were
your words which stated that this man
had imported an aircraft from ill-gotten
gains. They were your words, not those of
a constituent.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I would like
to know whether Mr Withers or Mr Mul-
len would be prepared to state outside the
Chamber the names of the officers getting
these dues passed to them, and the name
of the union involved.

The Hon W. R. Withers: What officers?
I think you are misreading it.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: The news-
paper cutting refers to paid officers work-
ing against personal political beliefs.
Would Mr Withers be prepared to name
the paid officers who are getting the union
funds for their personal political cam-
paign? That is what is implied.

The Hon, W, R. Withers: That is im-
plied, is it?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Reference
has been made to parliamentary privilege,
but I think it would be as well, when news-
Paper advertisements are printed, for
those responsible to be more specific.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You have a
right to find out from the person who put
in the advertisement. That citizen has no
'way to get back for what you say in this
House because you are under parliamnen-
tary privilege.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: What busi-
ness is it of the Pilbara Liberal Electoral
Council how our funds are spent? That is
one of the points I was raising in my
speech. If everyone wants to be so ethical
about it, what is the source of the funds
of the Pilbara Liberal Electoral Council?

The Hon. W. R. Withers: They are
raised from barbecues and personal dona-
tions.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Who pays for
Mr Mullen's plane when he is flying Lib-
eral Party parliamentary candidates
around the north-west?

The Hon. W. R. Withers: As far as I
am aware, there have not been any.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Perhaps the
customers of Mr Mullen are paying some
of it.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Name any date
when a parliamentary candidate has been
flown around the Pilbara by Mr Mullen.
Even if you could, he has a right to do so.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Withers
has accused me of maligning Mr Mullen
because I informed the House of his sel-
ling sample bottles of drugs. Mr Withers
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said the accusations "are in the words
of Mr R. Mullen, 'not true'". Mr Withers
went on to say-

Mir Mullen has now asked that the
Consumer Affairs Bureau immnediately
Investigate the accusations which
were made against him in this House.
This request was passed on to the
Bureau yesterday.

Mr Withers said that on Thursday last
week. The following day, Friday, I rang
the bureau and off ered to convey to the
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs the
name and address of the person and pro-
duce the bottle in which the drug was sold.
if Mir Mullen had requested such an in-
vestigation. The information I had from
the Consumer Affairs Bureau was that Mr
Mullen had made no such request, but I
was told Mr Withers had made the re-
quest.

The Hon. W. ft. Withers: Yes, at Mr
Mullen's request.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Withers
did not say that in his speech.

The Hon. W. R. Withers; Please quote
what I said in my speech.

The Hon. fl. W. COOLEY: Mr Withers
said-

Mir Mullen has now asked that the
Consumer Affairs Bureau Immediately
investigate the accusations which were
made against him in this House.

The Hon. W. P_. Withers: He did this
through me, and It Is in writing. He asked
me to do it.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: What does it
matter who asked?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: As I under-
stand it, no complaint was made by Mr
Mullen. The complaint was made by Mr
Withers.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: On his behalf.
Mr Mullen asked mue to do it.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: So Mr
Withers fell on his face in respect of the
investigation. The person concerned is
prepared to come forward and say a pre-
scription was sold to him in a sample
bottle, and he is prepared to produce to
the Consumer Affairs Bureau a witness
to say this is so. He still has the bottle in
his possession. I am trying to convey to
the House that what I said in my speech
was true.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: What about
the "ill-gotten gains" bit? You have not
explained that.

The Hon. W. ft. Withers: Under parlia-
mentary privilege you maligned a man
by referring to his "ill-gotten gains".

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: These people
are using funds for the purpose of mal-
igning trade unions.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: No person has
been maligned. That is in Your imagina-
tion.

The Hon, D. W. COOLEY: If Mr
Mullen sold a prescription in a sample
bottle he received ill-gotten gains.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You have ac-
cused a person and made him guilty in
your mind.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Mr Withers
said-

I also hope Mr Cooley 'will subse-
quently apologise to any person he
may have denigrated through inac-
curate information which he has
passed on under parliamentary privi-
lege.

I can assure Mir Withers I will not apolo-
gise to anyone of his political ilk, such as
Mr Mullen, who engaged in a campaign of
denigration against the unions by insert-
ing advertisements in newspapers under his
name in order to obtain some party-
political advantage.

On a happier note, I would like to join
with other members in the Chamber in
wishing you, Mr President, and the other
three retiring members a long and happy
retirement. I hope those members will
enjoy their retirement to the fullest ex-
tent with their good ladies.

Mr President, I convey to you my ap-
preciation of the courtesies extended to
me before I came to this place and since
I have been here. I conclude by saying I
hope your successor and the successors of
the other retiring members will be sitting
with us on the other side of the House
when we return next year.

THE HON. W. R. WITHERS (North)
[4.37 p.m.]: It is a great pleasure for me
to live in a country which still has a
form of democracy. It is a wonderful
country because we are allowed to engage
in free speech and we have a free Press.
If the Press prints anything at anybody's
request, whether it be a paid advertise-
ment or a quotation, and any litigation
follows, it usually takes place in the law
courts.

I would say Mr Cooley has read into a
news item something which he would not
dare to take to a law court. There is no-
thing in that news item which mualigns
any officer or individual, as far as I can
see. Yet Mir Cooley has stood in this House
as a member of Parliament and maligned
an individual by saying that person had
maligned a union or an officer of a union.
That is not the case. lIf it is the case,
I challenge Mir Cooley to take it to a court
of law. Uf he did, he would be laughed
out of court because he has presented no
case against Mr R. Mullen.

The case Mr Cooley has against Mr R.
Mullen lies in the words "his ill-gotten
gains". To my knowledge. Mr Mullen has
no "Ill-gotten gains". I know him only
as a hard worker. A member of Parlia-
ment questions where a man obtained the
money to buy a private aircraft which he
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uses in connection with his two businesses
in the north in order to save his time and
the time of his employees in travelling
between the two towns where the busi-
nesse are situated. I think it is a very bad
situation when the member of Parliament
knows lull well he would not ask this
question in a court of law.

Mr Cooley hias not apologised at all for
maligning this man. All he has done is
make further accusations which cannot be
substantiated. Nowhere in that newspaper
advertisement does Mr Mullen or the Lib-
eral Electoral Council malign any indivi-
dual officer or even a union. From memory.
all he does is ask members of unions
whether or not their money is being spent
wisely and in their interests, and whether
or not their unions make donations to any
political party. That is all.

If I were a union member and, after
reading that advertisement, thought my
union was making a donation to the Lib-
eral Party, the National Country Party,
or the ALP without my knowledge, I would
be most upset and I would want to find
out about It. Mr Mullen has asked union-
ists to find out whether this is happen-
ing. If It is not happening, that Is a good
thing.

The Hon. P1. W, Cooley: What business
Is It of Mr Mullen?

The Hon. W. Rt. WITHERS: Mr Mullen
Is a citizen. He is the chairman of an
electoral council which represents the
towns in the Pilbara.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: How many busi-
nesses make big donations to the Liberal
Party?

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I would
not know.

The Hon, Clive GrIfFiths: I would like
to have the name and address of one of
those big businesses which give money
to the Liberal Party.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: All I know
Is that some TLC funds were used In this
current ALP campaign. Would Mr Cooley
deny that?

The H-on. D. W. Cooley* I do not know
of any ThC funds being used In the
campaign.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I do.
The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Why not bring

it out?
The Hon. Grace Vaughan: In what in-

stances?
The Ron. W. R. WITHERS: Members of

all parties-
The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You have

made an allegation. In what Instances?
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I will tell

the House in a minute.
The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Tell us.

The Hion. W. R. WITHERS: I can tell
members now that any member of a union
affiliated with the Trades and Labor Coun-
cil who is not a member of the ALP would
be very upset to learn that TLC funds
have been used in the ALP campaign.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Do you un-
derstand the constitution of the Trades
and Labor Council and the way In which
it works? Don't You know any money paid,
out would have to be passed by the Trades
and Labor Council? You do not under-
stand the situation.

The Hon. W. H. WITHERS: AUl I
know is some funds were used for the ALP
campaign.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: It has been
approved.

The Hon, W. R. WITHERS: By whom?
The Hon. Grace Vaughan: I do not

know-by the council.
The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I do not

have to state the details. It Is well known
to members on the other side that they
have used TLC funds for the ALP cam-
paign, on their own admission.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You are im-
plying money has been spent without
members of the TLC knowing. They
would all know because they would all
vote for it.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: floes the
honourable member mean to say Liberal
members of a union which belongs to the
TLC would approve of their funds being
used in an ALP campaign?

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Certainly,
because they elect a representative to it.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: I thank
the honourable member for admitting it.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: How would I
get on If I Made an application for funds?

The Hon. W. H. WITHERS: We have
seen some rather Interesting points come
out of this debate. The first point is that
Mr Cooley Is quite willing to malign a
man by saying he has received goods from
Ill-gotten gains, and he says this under
parliamentary privilege and without any
proof whatsoever. Then he accuses the
same man of making a statement in the
Press maligning an individual officer or
union when no such thing has been done;
yet the honourable member sees it as
such.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar:, Have a Select
Committee, It will only take a week.

The Hon. W. R. WITHERS: The next
point that comes out is that I say I have
evidence that the TLC has used union
members' funds for the ALP campaign. I
was asked for evidence and I said, "Yes,
I will give It." While inter jections are
taking place, we have an admission from
members on the other side. They know
funds are being used by the TLC for the
ALP campaign. I think that is sufficient
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to enable me to sit down, quite complacent easiest three Years in Government. It
in the knowledge that what I said was
true and what Mr Cooley said was not
true.

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-
Minister for Justice) [4.45 p.m.]: I am
pleased, of course, with the support this
Bill has received from members. Even
though there has not been a great deal
of attention directed at the subject matter
of the Bill Itself-which is the Consolidated
Revenue Fund Estimates-as has been
pointed out, however, members have already
had an opportunity to debate the Esti-
mates. Therefore it is understandable that
perhaps the matter has not been pursued
at very great depth.

I would like to make a brief observation
in relation to some of the matters raised
by certain members and particularly to
the compliments that have been paid to
those who will be retiring. I will not en-
large on that aspect at the present time
as there will be another opportunity avail-
able to me to expand on it at some greater
length and in a more fitting way.

I would like to indicate to Mr Knight
that the list of items he raised concerning
his electorate will be referred to the appro-
priate Ministers and departments for their
consideration. Mr Knight did, however,
strike a chord when he mentioned the
water supply situation at Hopetoun, be-
cause he will know-as I have known for
a long time-just how acute is the water
supply position at Hopetoun. I am Pleased
to see there has been an increase in the
population in Hopetoun; when I knew it
there were 14 people who comprised the
Population. Like Mr Knight I am very
conscious of the problem of finding water
in Hopetoun. We both know what a tre-
mendously difficult Problem it is to over-
come in that very delightful part of the
south-west.

Mr Claughton took the opportunity to
refer briefly once again to the charges,
taxes, and so on, that have been imposed
by the Court Government during its pe-
riod in office. It is not unexpected that
Mr Claughton should take such an oppor-
tunity. As we all realise one can take ad-
vantage of the statistics and figures in
order to prove whatever one might want
to Prove; and, of course, his purpose was
to demonstrate, or attempt to demonstrate,
that these charges and taxes imposed by
the present Government have been so
much greater than those imposed by pre-
vious Governments; and more particularly
than those imposed by the Tonkin Govern-
ment.

It may well be true in some cases; but I
do not think anyone need be impressed by
the figures Mr Claughton quoted, simply
because of the economic circumstances we
have been through in the last three years.
It has been said a number of times-and
I am sure it is generally appreciated both
by the Opposition and members of the
general public-that it has not been the

would not have been easy for any Gov-
erment.

However I am quite prepared to claim
that the performance by the Court Gov-
ernment in the last three years-or nearly
three years-certainly would have been
very much better from an economic point
of view than would have been the per-
formance of its predecessor had it re-
mained in office. All we can be thankful
for is that the electorate showed consider-
able foresight in its decision less than
three Years ago.

But inasmuch as Wr Claughton referred
to figures and since he considered the
figures he quoted to be more expressive,
I am also going to refer to certain figures:
and in order that Mr Claughton may check
them later, or even as I go along, I refer
to page 42 of the financial statement for
1976-77 Presented in the Legislative As-
sembly on the 5th October. I will also
refer to last year's financial statement-
that is the one for 1975-76 as presented
to the Legislative Assembly on the 2nd
October, 1975.

1 refer to the financial statement for the
year 1975-76 for the purpose of pointing
out that during the term of the Tonkin
Government-and I refer particularly to
the Budgets that were introduced by that
Government and compare them with
Budgets introduced by the Court Gov-
ernment-In 1971-72, which was the first
Tonkin Budget, under the beading of re-
venue in the Consolidated Revenue Fund,
the receipts from taxation totalled $78.4
million in round figures; increasing in
1973-74 to $126.9 million. If my quick
arithmetic is accurate-and I will say
while the figures are approximate, they
are reasonably close-the rates increased
some 64 per cent over that three-year
period for the three Budgets introduced
by the Tonkin Government.

If we look at the financial statement
for this year in which is contained the
comparative figures for the Court Govern-
ment we will see that in its first Budget
in 1974-75 and the Estimates for 1976-77
there Is an increase from $160.3 million
to $227.9 million which, in fact, is an In-
crease of $67 million or 47 per cent. In
actual fact the increase on the revenue
side was very much greater during the
period of the Tonkin Government than
during the period of the Court Govern-
ment.

The Ron. R. IF. Claughton: You only
took a two-year period; you should take
a three-year period.

The Hon. N. MeNEILL: I have taken a
three-year period-from 1974-75 to 1976-
71; I refer to the three Budgets intro-
duced by the Court Government as against
the three introduced by the Tonkin Gov-
ernment during 1971-72 to 1973-74.

To Proceed a little further-and again
this Is a matter of departmental finance-
I realise, as Mr Claughton did, that to
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make a quick evaluation of the depart-
mental Estimates for the purpose of a
debate like this Is much too difficult and
one cannot extract all the appropriate
figures. However I make a comparison
of the departmental finances which are
listed also at page 42 of this year's finan-
cial statement and page 34 of last year's
statement. The departmental finance as
shown under territorial and departmental
in the case of the Tonkin Government from
1971-72 to 1973-74 increased by approxi-
mately $20 million or 37 per cent. The
equivalent for the Court Government for
the years 1974-75 and 1975-76 was an
increase of $22.9 million or 43 per cent.
I believe that to be a reasonably equiva-
lent figure. It Is even more so if one is
to take into account the Inflationary effect
which Mr Claughton again reminded us
the Court Government has been unable to
control,

Nevertheless the increases in those par-
ticular categories of budgetary matters
under the Court Government compare
very favourably with those which were im-
posed by the Tonkin Government.

I will not enlarge further by referring
to those financial statements because
members have had an opportunity to
examine them in some detail and I feel
further comment is unnecessary. How-
ever I say again with some emphasis that
the Last year certainly has not been an
easy year for government. It has not been
an easy year for any Government In Aus-
tralia whether it be the Commonwealth
or the States. However I do think the
record of the Court Government and cer-
tainly its housekeeping have been com-
pletely beyond reproach.

In other words in my view and certainly
in the view of a tremendous number of
people-if not in the view of the Oppo-
sition-in terms of housekeeping the Court
Government has produced a wonderful
result in being able to budget as it has
and produce a balanced Budget which in
itself is a fantastic achievement.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: How can you
say that with the Increased charges?

The Hon. N. McNEIILL: It Is a tremen-
dous achievement in these periods of eco-
nomic variation. Mr Cooley knows as well
as anyone else-indeed he should know
better than most-the tremendous burden
that has been carried by the People he
claims to represent-the work force of the
community; indeed not only by those Mr
Cooley claims to represent but by every-
body throughout the entire community.

In no less a way, of course, does this
apply to Governments, because the ulti-
mate cost going up the scale is borne by
the Government which only adds empha-
sis and Indeed lustre to the performance
of the present Government, the Treasurer,

and the Treasury In that they have
been able to produce the Budget they did
in such difficult times,

I1 thank members for their support of
the Bill and again commend It to the
House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read aL second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

the Hon N. McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and passed.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES AND GAS

Fixed Charges

The Hon. G. C. MacKflqNON (Minister
for Education): Mr President, earlier this
afternoon I was unable to Supply Mr
Claughton with the answer to a question
without notice. Mr Claughton asked the
following question of the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Fuel and Energy-

Fuxrther to my question of the 24th
November, 1978, regarding fixed
charges for electricity and gas sup-
plies which were first introduced in
1953 and 1955 respectively-
(a) When were the fixed charges

introduced in those years re-
moved?

(b) When were they reinstated?
The answer is as follows--

(a) The fixed charges were not re-
moved.

(b) Not applicable.

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)

Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and,

on motion by the Hon. N. E. Baxter (Min-
ister for Health), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central-

Minister for Health) [ 5.02 p.m.]; I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill contains two matters for amend-
ment to the Road Traffic Act.

The first is an amendment to the rele-
vant part of section 19, which at present
provides for the Road Traffic Authority to
issue a licence, at one half of the normal
rate, to a trailer or semi-trailer, used or
intended to be used exclusively on roads.
outside of the south-west land division.
it will be seen however that there is

little or no restriction on the type of
trailer to which the concession applies.
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It is considered that the intention of the
particular section was to financially assist
transport operators, but the wording is
such that small box or household trailers
and boat tradlers are included, and it ap-
pears that certain local authorities have,
in fact, licensed such vehicles at conces-
sion rates.

To clarify the situation the Bill pro-
poses a minimum tare weight provision of
two tonnes before trailers can qualify for
the concession rate. It is considered this
will ensure that the original intention of
the Act is carried out.

The second proposal seeks to provide
for ministerial approval to be given to
certain types of technical apparatus used
in determining vehicle speeds.

The Purpose is to provide a statutory
significance for radar and any other speed-
measuring apparatus so that judicial no-
tice may be taken of any evidence given
of any reading obtained from the equip-
ment.

The significance of the amendment
would be to provide that any evidence
given of any speed would be prima facie
evidence of that fact; that police pro-
cedures had been carried out: and that the
equipment had been tested and had
operated correctly.

Evidence of these matters would still be
given by the patrolman as at present and
any person operating the equipment will
have undertaken instruction in the proper
working of the apparatus.

Every patrolman who operates radar or
any other similar type of equipment is
given special instruction on its method of
operation at training courses held by the
Road Traffic Authority. This includes how
the equipment functions, how to test it,
and to ensure that it continues to function
correctly.

It is intended to provide an instruction
in police standing orders binding patrol-
men by the commissioner's instructions
always to operate the equipment according
to the manual of operations and to abide
by manufacturer's specifications and to
give evidence in court of having done this.

It is stressed however, that giving prima
facie significance to any evidence given by
a patrolman using the approved equipment
in no way upsets the options open to a
defendant in such cases. It is not con-
clusive evidence and not intended to be
such.

Any person who wishes to defend a case
will still have the option of producing huis
own evidence and any expert of his own
choosing to Prove that the equipment may
have been incorrectly used. It would not
deprive a person of the right to test any
aspect of the evidence and the way would
still be open to throw the burden of proof
back onto the prosecution.

As drafted, the Bill is intended to do no
more than enable evidence to be given of
the use of the equipment and the reading
obtained and to give the reading the
status of prima facie evidence, without
evidence having to be given as to the
scientific validity of the reading or as to
the manner in which the equipment was
used or tested.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned until a later stage

of the sitting, on motion by the Hon. Grace
Vaughan.

(Continued on page No. 4682.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(GENERAL LOAN FUND)
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by the Hon. N. McNeill (Minister
for Justice), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West-

Minister for Justice) [5.08 p.m.]: I Move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
The main Purpose of this Bill is to
appropriate from the General Loan Fund
the sums required to finance Certain capi-
tal expenditure, full details of which are
given in the Loan Estimates which were
tabled In this House on the 12th October,
1978.

Point of Order
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: Mr

President, if I am in order, I move-
That the second reading speech

be taken as read and incorporated in
Hansard.

The PRESIDENT: The matter is In the
hands of the House. The motion is that
the speech be taken as read.

Motion put and passed.

Debate Resumed
The unread portion of the Minister's

speech was as follows-
The General Loan Fund comprises the

money from new borrowings approved by
the Australian Loan Council for the Year.
and grants from the Commonwealth for
general capital purposes. It also receives
repayments of sundry advances made from
the fund in previous years.

The amount approved by the Loan
Council for new borrowings by the State
th~s year was $84.2 million, and we will
receive $42.1 million by way of general
capital grants.

In addition to an unexpected balance
of $5.1 million in the fund at the 30th
June, 1976, it is estimated that loan re-
Payments will total $8.8 million during
the year.
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To supplement these funds, the Govern-
ment has decided to pay to the General
Loan Fund an amount of $6 million, being
earnings from the short-term investment
of the Treasury's cash resources which
were not taken to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund last year. I will comment
further on this move when dealing with
the State Energy Commission programme
later in this speech.

Thus the total amount available from
the General Loan Fund in 1916-77-in-
cluding the special payment of $6 million
-will be $146.3 million compared with
actual expenditure from the fund last year
of $129.6 million.

Loan Council Programmes
At the June meeting of the Australian

Loan Council, the council approved a total
State Governent borrowing programme
of $1 356 million. This amount was the
maximum the Commonwealth Government
was prepared to support, and it represents
an increase of only 5 per cent over the
approved programme for 1975-76.

The amount offered by the Common-
wealth Government was part of a "mone-
tary package", objectives of which were
to control Inflation, halt massive increases
in Government spending and excessive
growth of the Public sector, and provide
capacity for recovery of the private sector.

There can be little argument with the
broad thrust of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment's initiatives of May and August
to get the economy moving again. Its pol-
icies of restraint In its own spending,
taxation reform, and incentives for in-
vestors are designed to arrest inflation
and provide more jobs by stimulating the
private sector which employs about 75
per cent of the Australian work force.

As mentioned when speaking to the
Revenue Estimates, there is only one
economic cake to be shared between the
Government and the private sector. The
only way that the Government can in-
crease its share of the cake is to take
more from the private sector in taxation.

But the point has been reached where
the taxpayers have had enough. They do
not want to surrender more of their in-
come to the Government to spend on their
behalf. Justifiably, they have concluded
that they can spend their incomes just as
wisely as the Government, and in a man-
ner that more closely meets their own
needs.

There is no doubt that the rate of
growth of Government expenditure has to
be reined in, but nevertheless It is import-
ant to distinguish between simply turning
off the monetary tap and doing it with
sensitivity and responsibility.

It was pointed out to the Prime Minister
by the Premier at the Loan Council meet-
ing that it was desirable to taper off the
level of growth of Government spending,

rather than turn it off abruptly, so that
any slowing down in capital expenditure
by Governments coincided with an upturn
of investment In the private sector.

It was also emphasised that money spent
by the States on capital works and hous-
ing provides work tar the private sector,
not only in the building industry, but also
in a wide range of supporting industries.
Government capital expenditure therefore
has a direct bearing on prtvate sector
employment.

The Premier expressed the view that it
was important to maintain this type of
Government expenditure for the time be-
ing until the effects of the Federal Gov-
ernment's policies are more strongly felt
in the economy.

In the response to the strong represen-
tations of all Premiers, the Treasurer
agreed to support an increase in the ap-
proved borrowing programme for the
larger State and local government auth-
orities above the initial offer. As a result.
the total amount finally approved for this
class of borrowings was $960 million, which
represents an increase of $150.8 million, or
18.6 Per cent over the 19 75-76 programme.

However, the Treasurer remained firm
in that he could not agree to an increase
greater than 5 per cent in the State Gov-
ernment borrowing programme which, of
course, falls far short of the amount re-
quired to maintain the same amount of
actual work as last year.

Members will recall that last year the
amount which could be raised by the so-
called smaller authorities was raised from
$500 000 a year to $700 000. The council
again raised this ceiling at the June meet-
ing and those authorities are now entitled
to raise $800 000 a year without impacting
on the borrowing programme for larger
authorities.

This change will benefit a number of
local authorities throughout the State, as
well as many of our smaller semi-govern-
mental authorities.

The total capital resources available to
Western Australia this year under the
Loan Council general works and larger
authorities programmes amount to $171.7
million, compared with $158.6 million In
19'?5-76. This is an overall increase of
only 8.3 per cent which, of itself, would
not have Permitted Western Australia to
mount an adequate capital works pro-
gramme this year, and would have had a
further depressing effect on employment
throughout the State. I will return shortly
to the steps the Government felt had to
be taken to overcome this problem.

As I have already mentioned, our share
of the total State Government Loan Coun-
eil programme for 1976-77 is $126.8- mil-
lion.

Western Australia's allocation of the
approved Programme for larger authori-
ties is $45.4 million. Of this amount $38.2
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million is to be taken up by State auth-
orities and details of that distribution are
set out in an attachment to the estinm-
ates. The balance has been allocated to
local government authorities borrowing In
excess of $800 000 this year.

The Loan Council places no overall
limit on the borrowings by "smaller"
authorities;, that is, those whose borrow-
ings individually do not exceed $800 000
in a year. A total of $12 million will be
raised by smaller semi-governmental auth-
orities in this category during the year,
and details of this are also set out in
an attachment to the Estimates.

in introducing the General Loan Fund
Estimates in the Legislative Assembly,
the Premier took the opportunity to speak
on a very Important matter for Western
Australia, which concerned the proposal
he placed before the Loan Council to
allow for special borrowings by a State
to meet the Infrastructure costs associated
with major developments. The Premier
pointed out that there has been a con-
siderable amount of publicity on this topic
recently, and regrettably much of It Is
Ill-informed and inaccurate.

The simple facts of the matter are that
the world scene has changed since the
1960s, and It Is now far more difficult
to get major resource developments off the
ground If companies are to be required
to provide the funds for water supplies,
schools, hospitals, housing, etc., In addi-
tion to the capital requirements of the
project Itself.

It Is true that a number of major pro-
jects involving investments of hundreds
of millions of dnllars were established in
the State during the 1960s with minimal
Infrastructure contributions from the
Government. However, these were sup-
ported by firm contracts from buyers
anxious to secure a long-term source of
raw materials. In these circumstances,
companies accepted the obligation to pro-
vide all infrastructure costs.

Today, however, large mineral deposits
are also being opened up In other coun-
tries anxious to compete in the same mar-
kets as ourselves.

Greatly escalated labour and associated
costs, higher fuel costs, greater difficulty
in negotiating contracts, and dearer capi-
tal, have all markedly affected profits,
Many projects currently under examina-
tion are at best marginal in today's
changed economic climate. In our negotia-
tions with companies It has been made
abundantly clear that If we insist upon
the conditions that applied In the 1960s
many projects simply will not proceed.

The iron ore, bauxite, and nickel pro-
jects were a great benefit to the nation,
and underpinned the tremendous growth
Of Western Australia through the 1960s
and early 1970s. The benefits of these
developments were enjoyed by every aeectr
of the community. It Is still Important
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for Australia, and particularly Western
Australia, that the huge mineral potential
of this State be brought into production.

Under a Loan Council procedure so in-
flexible that the State has barely enough
funds to meet even the normal capital
needs of the community, It is not Possible
for us to finance the sudden, huge demands
which arise from major national develop-
ments.

These problems are not peculiar to West-
ern Australia, although in our case they
have been accentuated by the enormous
sise of the development that has taken
place relative to our population. Other
States have experienced the same prob-
lems, particularly Queensiand, and no
doubt in a continent as large and geolo-
gically unexplored as Australia, other
States will do so to a greater degree in
the future.

It is considered, therefore, that a new
dimension must be added to State borrow-
ings under the Loan Council arrangements
to meet these extraordinary demands on
State Governments. It was because of this
that the Premier proposed an alteration
to the "gentlemen's agreement" which
governs borrowings by State authorities
under Australian loan Council procedures.

The Premier has not sought a carte
blanche for any State to operate outside
the Loan Council. On the contrary, he
has proposed an amendment to the rules
which will require the approval of the
council for any borrowings which a. State
may find necessary for this purpose.

The Premier believes it is important that
he places on record precisely what he
has put before the Loan Council for con-
sideration.

Firstly, he is seeking an endorsement of
the principle that the Loan Council will
increase the borrowing Programme for
larger authorities of a State by special
temporary additions to enable it to meet
the infrastructure requirements of ap-
Proved projects.

Secondly, he has proposed an amend-
ment to clause XIII of the "gentlemen's
agreement" which refers to overseas bor-
rowing by semi-governmental authorities.
The proposed new wording of the clause is
as follows-

in the event of Loan Council giving
approval for definite negotiations to
be entered Into for such a loan, the
negotiations are to be conducted by
the State Government on behalf of
the authority concerned, and the
chairman shall be kept informed of
all details of the proposal under nego-
tiation and advise on any aspect of
the proposal. No commitment shall
be entered into by the State or Its
authorities without the prior approval
of the Loan Council as to the terms of
the loan and the underwriters or
brokers through whom It is to be
issue&.
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It is proposed that before a project is ap-
proved, the council would need to be fully
informed of the total investment involved,
and be satisfied with the viability of the
project and that the magnitude of the
Public sector investment needed Is beyond
the capacity of the State to meet from its
allocation for general purposes.

It is believed these proposals would pro-
vide the States with the flexibility that
will be necessary in negotiating with
companies for the next phase of resource
development in this country. At the same
time, they fully preserve the authority and
control of the Loan Council over the
amount and terms of all public sector
borrowing. The Premier is convinced they
would enhance the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment's ability to regulate the flow of
capital from overseas in the overall inter-
ests of economic management.

The proposals have been commented on
favourably by many leading overseas
bankers representing some of the world's
strongest and most reputable financial
institutions.

The Premier was pleased with the re-
ception his proposals received at the June
meeting of the council. Naturally, he did
not expect the matter to be resolved on
that occasion, because of the very heavy
agenda at June meetings. The recommen-
dations have been referred to a committee
of State and Commonwealth Treasury
offiers; which is to report back to a future
meeting of the Loan Council.

The Premier is hopeful that this new
dimension will be added to public borrow-
ings in Australia and, at this stage, has
no reason to believe that it will not receive
full and favourable consideration by the
Loan Council.

Commonwealth Specific Payments of a
Capital Nature

Payments from the Commonwealth for
specific programmes of a capital nature
are not subject to the approval of the
Loan Council. As full details of these are
published in the Commonwealth Budget
document "payments to or for the States
and local government authorities", it is
not proposed to deal with them individu-
ally.

Some of these advances are received by
the State for direct transmission to other
authorities, such as the Matin Roads De-
partment, the various tertiary education
institutions, and independent schools, and
for this reason they are not included in
the Estimates.

Other Payments form part of the funds
available for the State's works and housing
Programme, and are shown in the General
Loan Fund Estimates of Expenditure
under the appropriate headings. The total
amount included in the Estimates from
this source for 1976-77 is $82.8 million.

Internal Funds
The internal funds of certain State

instrumentalities, which are also an inm-
portant source of finance for capital
works, comprise provisions for deprecia-
tion, cash balances, profits, and other
cash resources such as proceeds from the
sale of land.

it is estimated that expenditure to be
financed from these sources will total
$78.5 million in 1976-77. Details are given
in the Estimates.

Other Funds
Loans raised by local authorities and

repaid by the State also provide funds for
town water supplies and sewerage schemes,
In addition, mining companies and pro-
perty developers make contributions for
the provision of Government services,

Funds from these sources are expected
to total $17.3 million during the year.

Works Progrmme
With the total funds available from the

sources which have been described, a total
works programme of $375 million is to be
carried out in 1976 -77, financed as fol-
lows--

milion
Proceeds of Commonwealth

Loans . ... .... .... 84.2
Commonwealth General Purpose

Capital Grant .. I- ... 42.1
Receipts from loan repayments 8.8
Balance in General Loan Fund

at the 30th June, 1976 5.1
Borrowings by State authorities 50.2
Commonwealth specific purpose

payments .... .... 82.8
Internal funds of Government

authorities .. ... ... 78.5
Amount transferred from short-

term investment earnings .... 6.0
Other funds .... .... .... 17.3

Last year a programme of $315.8 million
was undertaken with finance from similar
sources and so planned expenditure in
1976-77 is $59.2 million, or 18.7 per cent,
above the outlay in 1975-76.

The Government is concerned at the
present level of unemployment, and the
key strategy of both the revenue and capi-
tal Budgets this year has been to direct
as much expenditure as possible to areas
that will stimulate employment.

Steps the Government has taken to sup-
port the capital works programme from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund have con-
tributed in large measure to the lift of
nearly 19 per cent in the works programme
this year. notwithstanding the relatively
low increase in our Loan Council borrow-
ing allocations.

Some of these steps have already been
announced, including the transfer of $2.5
million to the Metropolitan Water Board
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from the Consolidated Revenue Fund last
year. This sum is available in 1976-77 as
part of the internal funds held by the
board.

Also, as mentioned earlier, it is pro-
posed to supplement capital funds by
paying to the General Loan Fund $6
million of earnings from the short-term
investment of the Government's cash re-
sources.

In addition, the changes which have
been made in funding the Forests Depart-
ment's activities, which were referred to
in the revenue Budget speech, have re-
sulted in an additional amount of $609 000
being made available for other capital
works this year.

Certain other items of a capital nature
are provided for in the Consolidated
Revenue Fund Estimates, including pro-
vision of $500 000 for the Government
Employees' Housing Authority for the re-
placement or upgrading of sonmc of its
older houses: $150 000 for an administra-
tion building for the King's Park Board,
and $100 000 for further improvements to
the park; $381 000 for the National Parks
Authority, mainly for housing and equip-
ment for additional rangers and for addi-
tions to Yanchep Inn; $458 000 for the
Community Recreation Council, principally
to accelerate the development of the Sor-
rento Recreation Complex; and $217 000
for improvements to the South Perth Zoo.

The extent of the Government's efforts
to provide additional funds for capital
works, and so generate employment in the
private sector, will be clearly apparent
from the moves.

Expenditure from General Loan Fund
Of the total finance required for the

planned works programme, an amount of
$146.3 million is to be supplied from the
General Loan Fund for purposes listed in
the Estimates

Full details of the programme are set
out in the Estimates, together with the
source of funds employed. The amount
to be provided from the General Loan
Fund, and which is subject to appropria-
tion in this Bill1, is clearly identified.

As in most cases specific works to be
undertaken are set out in the Estimates,
it is unnecessary for me to speak on all
items of proposed expenditure, but there
are a number of features of Particular
interest which warrant some comment.

State Energy Commission
The greatly increased capital require-

ments of the State Energy Commission
this year have created a Problem for the
Government. Moreover, the commission's
capital requirements will Increase drama-
tically over the next five years to cope
with the construction of Muja generating-
units 5 and 6, each of 200 megawatts

capacity, the associated high voltage trans-
mission line from Collie to the metropoli-
tan area, and the conversion of 200 mxega-
watt units at Swinana from oil to coal
burning.

The total cost of these three projects
Is in the order of $209 million, out of a
total estimated capital funds requirement
of $554 million to 1981-82.

The high cost of fuel oil, which has
given rise to the need to convert the
Kwinane. units to coal burning, and to
press on with additional generating capa-
city at Muja, also has had a serious effect
on the commission's operating results. As
a consequence, the commission's ability
to provide a substantial part of its capital
requirements from Internal funds has been
eroded, and it is necessary for it to turn
increasingly to external capital raising for
its needs.

Unfortunately, Western Australia's Loan
Council borrowing allocations are com-
pletely inadequate to meet special needs
of this magnitude, and an additional
source of borrowing must be found if we
are not to cut back to an unacceptable
degree on all other capital works for the
next five years.

Indeed, without some means of supple-
men ting the State's loan Council borrow-
Ing allocations over the next few years,
the effect on our overall capital works
programme could be disastrous.

Consequently, a strong and fully docu-
mented case has been submitted to the
Commonwealth Government requesting a
substantial loan spread over six years
specifically for the three major works
mentioned.

There is precedent for Commonwealth
assistance in this case in the great benefit
gained by New South Wales and Victoria
from the Commonwealth-financed Snowy
River Scheme, and assistance of nearly
$140 million provided to Queensland for
the Gladstone power project.

Several discussions have been held with
the Prime Minister on this matter, and
the Premier is hopeful of an early reply,
and is confident that some assistance will
be forthcoming.

Total capital resources available to the
commission this year. before taking into
account the possible Commonwealth loan,
amount to $60.2 million, of which $29.9
million will be raised by borrowings under
the semi-governmental Programme, and
$9,5 million is the proposed allocation from
the General Loan Fund. The balance is to
be financed from internal funds, princi-
pally depreciation provisions.

A Lean Fund allocation of the magni-
tude proposed was made possible only by
the diversion of $6 million in accumulated
TIreasury short-term investment earnings
to the loan fund for this purpose.
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This programme still is short of the
commission's estimated total requirements
li 1976-77, and It will be necessary to re-
consider the position when the Common-
wealth Government's attitude to our re-
quest is known.

Education
Education is one of the yardsticks by

which the performance of government is
measured.

The growing complexity of almost every
aspect of modern life demands a matching
growth In the number of people trained to
undertake new responsibilities at every
level.

Education must not only keep abreast of
a changing and growing demand, but also
try to stay ahead of it.

To achieve that goal, we have budgeted
for expenditure of $38.6 million on schools
this financial year.

An example of the pressure on educa-
tion planning is the growth in the need
for high schools.

During the two years 1975-76 and 1976-
77, six new high schools will have been
opened.

Because of accelerating pressures on
existing schools, and extensive residential
development in the Wanneroo area, three
of those high schools will have been
located in the Wannerno Shire.

The three to be opened at the beginning
of 1977 will be in Wanneroo, Willetton,
and Swan View, at a cost of $4.7 million.

The school population pressure, which
required the location of three new high
schools in the Wanneroo Shire, has also
made it necessary to open three new pri-
mary schools next year in the same area,
at West Balcatta, West GreenwoodI and
Craigie. Major additions are also being
made to the Allenswood, Koondoola, War-
wick, and Davallia schools.

Demands of another fast growing resi-
dential area are to be met by the new
Willetton High School.

With an expected initial enrolment of
170 pupils, this will not only cater for
Wilietton and Bullcreek, but will also re-
lieve pressure on nearby Rossmoyne
Senior High School.

The new Swan View High School, to be
opened during 1976-77 at a cost of $1.6
million, is the first new secondary school
in the hills area since Kalamunda. High
School was opened in 1962.

It will open with over 300 pupils, 120
of whom are currently accommodated in
Forrestfield High School. The new school
will provide for the needs arising from the
housing developments at Swan View and
Wexcombe, and will also relieve pressure
on the Governor Stirling Senior High
School In nearby Midland.

I have mentioned the three new primary
schools planned for the Wannerco Shire.

Apart from these, four others will be
opened in February next year, at a total
cost of $1.6 million. They are at Withers
in Bunbury, Forrestfleld, Kardinya and
Huntingdale.

All new primary schools wiUl have a pre-
primary centre, that at Kardinya being
unique in that the pre-primary centre was
opened in 1976, before its companion primn-
ary school.

An amount of $5.8 million will be spent
on adding further stages to existing high
schools and a total of over $13 million is
to be spent on additions and improve-
ments to primary and secondary schools
throughout the State.

In the increasingly important area of
technical education, $3.3 million is to be
spent on new technical schools, The major
part of the outlay this year will be on the
new technical school at Geraldton, but a
start will also be made on the Carine
Technical School.

Major additions and improvements will
also be made to a. number of existing tech-
nical schools at a total cost of $1.7 million.

Another region of education not gener-
ally thought about a great deal by the
general public is that devoted to the edu-
cation of the disadvantaged. An amount
of $673 000 has been provided for facilities
for this purpose.

We already have a large commitment
in this area of education.

Work has begun at Willetton on a school
for children with various forms of physi-
cal handicap. This special school will
cater for many of those children who live
south of the river, who now have to be
transported each day to schools In the
north of the city.

The Government has shown itself very
keenly aware of the situations and de-
mands inherent in educating our
youngsters.

I am quite sure that the provisions of
this Budget signal the Government's de-
termination to maintain Its progressive
outlook in this area.

Hospital and Health Services
One of the more Important of our res-

ponsibilities as a Government is to pro-
vide for hospitals and a wide variety of
health services.

In the current fiscal year we plan to
spend $38.6 million on new hospitals, on
extensions to existing hospitals, and on
associated hospital facilities.

in adjusting individual hospital plans to
minimise unnecessary duplication of re-
sources, we have been guided by the re-
port of hospital consultants engaged last
year.

Time does not Permit mention of all
the work going on In this area, but I will
draw attention to a few very significant
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figures. They are a measure Of the Gov-
erment's effort in this field, and an indi-
cation of the massive programme there is
ahead of us.

The following sums are to be spent on
four major metropolitan hospitals this
year-

million
Sir Charles Gairdner/Pertb

Medical Centre .... 9,9
King Edward Memorial Hospital 6.2
Royal Perth Hospital .... 2.0
Fremantle Hospital . . 3,5

This is a total of $21.6 million this year
on only four projects, and only Part of the
$142 million it Is estimated will be spent
on these four hospitals over the period
to 1981-82.

If the latter figure Is added to the $554
million needed by the State Energy Com-
mission In the same time span, and some-
thing over $39 million a year for the
school building programme, members will
get some impression of the capital task
facing the State in the next few years.

But the hospital figures referred to are
by no means all of the programme this
year. Full details of other work to be
undertaken are shown in the Estimates.

However, I would like to mention the
excellent work which has been done In
Port Hedland in the wake of the cyclone
last year.

Within 12 months of that disaster, the
replacement and rehabilitation of all
buildings will have been completed, and
a new 38-bed ward, kitchen, dining room,
and medical store added, at a cost of
almost $5 million.

This is a fine achievement, and all con-
cerned warrant our warmn appreciation of
a Job well done.

In the field of public health, a total of
$2.2 million will be spent on new com-
munity health centres at Claremont,
Geraldton, Karratha, Lake V'arley, and
South Hedland.

All of these projects will be begun or
completed in 1976-77.

New dental clinics in primary schools
will cost $1.6 million, while $102 000 will
be spent on additions to the Schools of
Dental Therapy at Mt. Henry and War-
wick.

A further $618 000 is to be expended on
additions to the State X-ray Laboratory
and State Health Laboratories.

An amount of $2.5 million is to be spent
on Mental Health facilities in 1978-77.

The largest single item in the pro-
gramme Is the regional workshop at
Pyrton on which $1 million is planned fur
expenditure this year.

Hostel construction and remodelling at
a total cost of $654 000 will be carried out
at lnnaloo, Inglewood, Swinana, Ross
Memorial, and Yokine.

Other major works to be completed in-
clude out-patient psychiatric clinics at
Armadale and Swan.

Water Supplies, Sewerage and Drainage
The Metropolitan Water Suppiy, Sew-

erage and Drainage Board will undertake
an expenditure programme totalling $52.1
million in 1978-77. This is a slight increase
on last year, despite a reduction in Com-
monwealth advances under the national
sewerage programme from $12.1 million to
$8.9 million.

The first contracts have been let for the
construction of the $11 million Wungong
dam project, located south-east of Arma-
dale, and just over $5 million has been
allocated for work on the project this year.
The dam, which is scheduled for comple-
tion by June, 1978, will reduce the strain
on the facilities currently servicing the
metropolitan area.

To meet the urgent need for water this
summer, priority has been given to the
completion of the first stage of the Wan-
neroo groundwater scheme.

When completed, the total scheme will
provide an estimated 17 million cubic
metres annually, and will serve the ex-
panding requirements of the north-west
corridor.

Almost $27 million will be outlayed on
sewerage works, $1.5 million more than
actual expenditure last year, despite a
$3.4 million cutback in Commonwealth
funds under the national sewerage pro-
gramme.

Provision of $9.8 million has been made
for work on the Beenyup and Westfield
treatment plants. Capacity of these plants
will be substantially Increased to enable
additional connection to be handled.

A programme of $21.4 million Is pro-
posed for country water supplies, sewerage.
Irrigation and drainage, to provide or up-
grade services to towns, farmland, mine
and holiday centres.

Time, as usual, does not permit a full
account of the work to be undertaken this
year, but some of the more important fea-
tures of the programme are as follows--

On the Albany regional scheme begun
last year, $75 000 Is to be devoted
to extending the south coast bore-
field, and to a start on the Albany-
Mt. Barker main.

In the face of growing demand at
Qeraldton, we have allocated the
sum of over $1 million to bring in
additional bores at Allanooka head-
works, and a pumping station at
Walkaway.

Similar mounting demand at Port
Hedland and South Hedland has
necessitated expenditure this Year of
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$637 000 on increasing the daily
capacity of the Yule River scheme
to 28 000 cubic metres.

$570 000 will be spent to have the flew
Mullewa water supply in operation
for the coming summer.

The sum of $755 000 has been provided
for water supply work at Mandurab,
of which $555 000 Is to commence
the main to the South Dandalup
Dam.

The mineral sands industry In the Ene-
abba, area will benefit from expenditure
of $262 000 to develop a permanent water
source at Mt. Peron.

This will immediately secure the exist-
ing reticulated area at Leemuan, and in
time will cater for the Greenbeod deve-
lopment as well.

A sum of $900 000 has been provided
for the Carnarvon and Gascoyne ground-
w'ater supply, which will enable the work
to be accelerated to supply water to the
town and adjacent plantations.

A start will be made this year on the
provision of new water supply schemes to
Dunsborough-Quiiidalup and Rocky Gully,
and major improvements will be made to
existing water supply schemes at Denmark,
Denhamn, Jerramungup, Three Springs, and
Halls Creek.

In azsociation with this wide-ranging
approach to ensuring adequate water sup-
plies to country areas, the Government is
also making steady Progress on the pro-
vision of country sewerage schemes.

Works costing over $5 million are Plan-
ned this year. of which $1.8 million will be
raised under the local authorities borrow-
ing programme.

New sewerage works will begin at Mukin-
budin, Manilmnup, and Narembeen.

An allocation of $1 million will finance
development of reticulation sewers, sewer
mains and pumping stations at Bunbury.
as part of the progressive installation of
deep sewerage facilities in that area.

At Mandurab, a further $600 000 will be
spent on extending sewerage reticulation.

Ports and Marine Works
We are determined that facilities for the

growing flood of exports from western
Australia will not be hindered for the
lack of the most up-to-date facilities and
equipment.

For that reason, the Government is al-
locating substantial resources to updating
and improving harbour facilities, and $12.9
million is to be provided this financial year
for the programmes of Port authorities and
for inprovements and extensions to har-
bours, rivers and other marine work
throughout the State.

The three maior items of expenditure
proposed by the Fremantle Port Authority
are-

$830 000 for a roll-on roll-off ramp at
No. 12 berth, North Quay. This will
complement a new shipping service

to Western Australia, using Ships
equipped with stern doors and re-
quiring shore-based articulated
ramps;

$100 000 for the Portainer Crane Uf t
on North Quay; and

$700 000 for bulk cargo Jetty extension
at No. 2 berth in the outer harbour.

At Bunbury, an important outlet to many
industries In the south of the State, we
propose expenditure of $2.3 million.

This will cover the final payments for
the dredging of Bunbury inner harbour;
the completion of services currently being
installed in the harbour; and further work
on No. 2 berth.

At Geraldton, the harbour deepening will
be completed, and work commenced on No.
5 berth.

At Albany, $981 000 has been earmarked
to begin a $5 million programme of dredg-
ing the harbour to enable Albany to take
deeper draught ships.

The co-ordinated programme progres-
sively to improve facilities for our lim-
portant fishing industry is to be continued
this year, with an outlay of $756 000.

The principal item of expenditure will
be the comnnenceineilt of a. new fishing
boat harbour at Fort Denison for Dongara
fishermen.

The Carnarvon fishing boat harbour will
be completed during the year, and a new
slipway built there. Facilities will also
be upgraded at Fremantle and Geraldton.

To encourage the use of the river by
commuters to the city from south of the
river, we have allocated $358 000 for con-
struction work on Jetties.

Reconstruction of Mends Street Jetty
and No. 1 and No. 2 Barrack Street Jetties
will be completed, and a start made on
No. 4 jetty at Barrack Street.

Fishernen, yachtsmen, and holiday
makers generally, will benefit from exten-
sions to the existing ferry berth, and up-
grading of other marine facilities at
Rottnest.

A sum of $668 000 has been provided for
remedial and investigation work on coastal
erosion at Ledge Point, Mandurah, Busse]-
ton, Cottesloe, and Quinns Rock.

Railways
The Railways Commission will under-

take a Programme of work involving ex-
penditure of $21.3 million in 1976-77.

The programme allows for the virtual
completion of work on the rail link be-
tween Eneabba and Geraldton to cater
for haulage of mineral sands.

Expenditure on rolling stock Includes
the completion of wagons to transport
ilinenite from Eneabba, alumina from
Pinjarra, and woodchlps from Dimond.
Provision has also been made for the con-
struction of wagons for transport of coal
from Collie, and additional narrow gauge
wheat wagons.
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The delivery of the first of 11 main line
diesel locomotives is expected in December,
1976, with the others scheduled for arrival
over the following seven months.

Provision also has been made for up-
grading the line between Brunswick and
the Western No. 2 mine at Collie, and for
rail facilities in Bunbury inner harbour
area. It is Proposed to commence a pro-
gramme to upgrade the line between
Millendon and Narngulu.

The $9.5 million terminal and adminis-
tration complex at East Perth will be
officially opened in November this year,
It has been built on the site of the old
steam locomotive depot, and greatly en-
hances that area of the city.

The building will accommodate the ad-
ministrative and professional staff of
Westrail, and it will be the first time that
the entire staff has been housed in a
single building since the turn of the cen-
tury.

The terminal will provide modern facili-
ties for east-west rail passengers, travellers
on the standard gauge passenger service
to Kalgoorlie, and passengers on country
road bus services. The main interstate
and country booking office 'will also be lo-
cated in the terminal.

Other Items
Time will not allow me to go into the

detail of other votes, and I will therefore
limit my remaining comments to some
Items of particular Interest.

A number of new land farmers are find-
ing it difficult to obtain access to capital
funds necessary to develop their proper-
ties. They are trapped in a vicious circle,
In which their properties cannot generate
sufficient income to service further bor-
rowings, and without access to additional
capital, they cannot Increase their earn-
ings. Ever Increasing costs further com-
pound their problems.

The Government has therefore allocated
$300 000 this year for loans of up to
$10 000 to be made available to new land
farmers at the concessional rate of inter-
est of 61f per cent to finance crops or fur-
ther farm development, Loans will be re-
payable over a period of up to five years,
and will be secured by a lien over crops.

Conditions of the loans will be that a
farmer must be in working occupation of
his property, is unable to obtain finance
from normal sources, and with the inclu-
sion of the loan in his liabilities will retain
an equity in his farm.

The loans will be provided through the
Rural and Industries Hank, under dele-
gated agency.

As Previously announced, an amount of
$500 000 has been allocated in the Esti-
mates to provide grants primarily to local
authorities for the relief of drought-caused
unemployment.

The purpose of the scheme is to retain
in the area, farm workers and employees
in country towns who have lost their jobs
because of the drought.

The basis of the scheme is that the
Government meets the wages bill for ap-
proved projects, and the local authority
provides the materials and equipment.

A sum of $260 000 has already been
allocated to local authorities in declared
drought areas, and a further $44 000 to
the country areas water supplies to enable
construction of a water main from Dal-
wallinu to Wubin.

A start is to be made this year on con-
struction of the District Court complex in
Irwin Street, The total cost of the build-
ing is in excess of $19 million, and an
amount of $633 000 has been provided in
1976-77 for planning and the commence-
ment of on-site works. The project in-
valves the acquisition and demolition of
Anzac House and demolition of the
Children's Court on the site. The new
building will provide accommodation for
the R.SL as part of the overall plan.

An allocation of $50 000 has also been
made for the planning and design of the
new Children's Court in Aberdeen Street,
expected to cost in excess of $950 000 and
scheduled for completion in 1979. The
Children's Court will be temporarily
located at the old East Perth School while
the new court is constructed. An amount
of $100 000 has been allocated f or the up-
grading of the school premises for this
purpose.

New courthouses are to be constructed
at Kununurra and Fingelly, and $679 000
has been provided for this work in 1976-77.
In addition, as Part of an ongoing im-
provement programme, the courthouses at
Derby and Midland will be air-conditioned,
while $100 000 has been provided for up-
grading the old courthouse at Roebourne.

A sum of $1705000 has been provided
in the Estimates for police buildings. Of
this amount, $665 000 will be spent on the
provision of new police buildings, includ-
ing court and lock-up facilities in country
centres. Buildings will be completed at
Eucla. Jurien Bay, and Kalbarri, and a
start will be made on the Donnybrook and
Cunderdin projects.

A further $453 000 has been provided to
complete the relocation of the horse stables
and the found property and ballistic sec-
tions at Maylands.

A start is to be made on the replace-
ment of police building and lock-up facili-
ties at Fremantle, and expenditure on
planning and preliminary work in 1976-77
is estimated at $150 000. The whole pro-
ject is expected to cost about $1 million.

Further progress will be made on the
provision of facilities for the Road Traffic
Authority, and a sum of $7440100 has been
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provided In the Estimates for this pur-
pose. Regional centres at Boulder, Bun-
bury and Midland will be completed, and
a start is to be made on a new centre at
Karratha.

The programme provides for $1 024 000
to be expended this year on conversion of
the old CMh building In James Street for
the Art Gallery administration, and on
construction of the new Art Gallery. This
is the first effective step in the long-term
plan for development of the Cultural
Centre.

To provide access to the Art Gallery, it
Is necessary to relocate Perth Technical
College classes using the old Girdlestone
School. It Is therefore proposed to make
an early start on the final stage of a new
technical college on the Aberdeen Street
site, and $263 000 has been provided in
the allocation for school buildings to en-
able this work to proceed.

Negotiations are proceeding with the
Perth City Council for the construction
of a three-level car park adjacent to the
new gallery, providing parking for 400
cars. The roof of the car park, which
wilt be at the same level as the entrance
to the gallery, will form a plaza and fore-
court to the Art Gallery, linking it to
other buildings in the Cultural Centre
complex.

An amount of $245 000 will be made
available this year to upgrade the Depart-
ment of Tourism's Melbourne travel
centre. Melbourne has proven to be a
highly lucrative tourism market for West-
ern Australia, and trade will receive a
substantial boost with the sealing of the
Eyre Highway.

Provision of $400 000 has been made
for improvements to prisons and related
facilities operated by the Department of
Corrections. Current estimates of the
cost of the proposed Canning Vale maxi-
mum security prison as presently designed,
indicate a total cost of at least $19 million
to house 250 prisoners. While accepting
the need for a new prison, the Govern-
ment's existing capital commitments make
it impractical for a further commitment
of this magnitude to be incurred at this
stage. We have therefore requested a
full review of the Project to find ways of
reducing the cost and, If practicable, stag-
Ing the work.

The proposed expenditure programme
for the Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger
Transport Trust amounts to $4.6 million
this year, an increase of almost 95 per
cent on the 1975-76 allocation. Included
in this year's provision Is an amount of
$3.8 million for the completion of 38 new
buses, and for the purchase of 22 chassis.
The new buses will replace those in the
current fleet that have been in service over
20 years.

Provision of $100 000 also has been made
for the equipping of some buses with two-
way radios; $167 000 for a bus depot at

Gosnells; and $222 000 for the construc-
tion of transfer stations at Swinana and
Innaloo.

An amount of $100000 has been pro-
vided in the loan allocation of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to meet the cost of a
new pavilion at the Claremont Show-
grounds. The building has been designed
to double as a lecture room and conference
venue for meetings and seminars. This
will ensure maximum utilisation of the
pavilion by both the department and
various industry and farming organisa-
tions throughout the year.

With the aim. of reducing waiting time
for homes, and to enable emergency cases
to be housed more quickly, the State
Housing Commission has adopted a record
$60.5 million capital programme in 19 76-
77. This plan provides for the comple-
tion of-

1 055 new units,
upgrading 2 591 existing units, and
additional regional office accommoda-

tion at Port Hedland, Meeka-
tharra, and at a suburban loca-
tion to be determined.

in addition, a record $9 million will be
spent on maintenance of existing rental
homes.

The Government has decided to increase
from 30 per cent to 35 per cent the propor-
tion of Commonwealth and State Housing
Agreement funds allocated to building
societies. More than $12 million will be
distributed in this financial Year to fin-
ance low-interest loans for qualified appli-
cants.

The Industrial Lands Development
Authority plans a capital programme of
$5.3 million this year; $4.2 million will be
financed from Internal funds generated
principally from the sale of land to the
Swan Brewery Company last year, and
further sales are expected in the current
year.

The major part of the expenditure for
the year will be on development of the
first phase of the Canning Vale industrial
estate. It is presently estimated that It will
cost about $20 million to fully develop and
service this estate.

Conclusion
That concludes the survey of the State

capital works programme for 1976-77.
With judicious management of the total
resources available to the Government,

it Is believed the Government has
mounted a most satisfactory programme.
Employment prospects in the building and
construction industry should be Improved,
and a balance has been achieved between
the competing needs of various Govern-
ment services.

I now turn to the main purpose of the
Bill, which is to appropriate from the
General Loan Fund the sums required to
carry out the capital works detailed in
the Estimates-
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This measure also makes provision for
the grant of supply to complete require-
ments for the year.

Supply of $50 million has already been
granted under the Supply Act, 1976 , and
further supply of $96 299 000 has been
allowed for in the Bill now under consid-
eration.

This total of $146 299 000 is to be appro-
priated for the purposes and services ex-
pressed in a schedule to the Bill.

As well as authorising the provision of
funds for the current year, the measure
seeks ratification of amounts spent during
1975-76 in excess of the Estimates for that
year. Details of these excesses are also
given in a schedule to the Bill.

I commend the Bill to the House.

THE HON C. R. ABBEY (West) [5.09
p.m.]: I should like to comment on this
Bill, particularly the first item, which pro-
vides $300 000 for agricultural develop-
ment; it will give me the opportunity to
comment on that Item particularly as well
as on agriculture generally. Perhaps I
should have the second reading speech
notes in front of me, because I do not know
exactly to what the $300 000 will apply
However, I wish to speak to the matter
generally, anyhow.

A sum of only $300 000 to be allocated
to agricultural development probably would
cover only one small project, whether it
be Perhaps the development of methods of
salt control, or of ways to Increase produc-
tivity. We are at a stage where our agricul-
tural industries need a greater emphasis
Placed upon them by researchers with a
view to reducing the costs of production.
Although farmers may still be producing
to a maximum, I believe they have gone
to the limit in their attempts to stay in
business. Over the years, they have con-
tinually increased the number of units pro-
duced per man in the industry on every
farm of which I know, whether It be an
orchard, a mixed farm, a wholly meat-
producing farm, or a wholly grain-produc-
ing farm.

This situation has been forced upon them
because apart from the grain growers
-that Is until this year and the very
recent devaluation-the producers' pros-
pects have been very bleak. Many farmers
had been operating on a shoestring,
employing only a minimum of labour. Un-
fortunately, this has created a very sad
situation throughout the country areas of
Australia, and particularly Western Aus-
tralia.

I have talked before about the drop In
Population in most country centres. It Is a
sad situation that there are so few Jobs
in country towns, particularly the smaller
towns, to cater for the younger generation.
The young people all seem to have the
Idea these days that the only way they
can obtain a job which will utilise the
additional education they have obtained

is to move to the city, and that is a very
sad and serious situation, Particularly
when one takes Into account the recent
trend for the established city dwellers to
move to the country.

I speak of areas like York. Northam.
Toodyay, West of Kimnberley, west of
Brookton and down the great southern
and of nearer areas like Serpentine and
others.' People who have good professional
jobs are finding the pressures of city life
are growing so great that they need to
get themselves and their families away
from the city environment as often as
Possible. So, we have a two-way effect. I
know of innumerable people who feel that
having a small area of land in the country.
reasonably adjacent to the city, is one way
of keeping sane In the pressures of today.
Of course, the other way Is for people
to Purchase a cottage, from which they
may go fishing or engage in other leisurely
Pastimes. This Is all an escape from the
city.

Is it not a great tragedy that we find
young people in country communities who
feel it is essential, if they are to increase
their job opportunities, to go to the city?
Perhaps these same people in 10 to 20
years' time will be trying desperately to
get out of the city to find relaxation in
the country. Even today this trend exists,
and people are recognising the fact that
we need to preserve our present ways of
life, our forests, and our beaches.

I do say to the Government, and in
Particular to the Department of Agri-
culture, that I would like them to examine
very closely ways and means of extending
research into finding cheaper methods of
production. This is Probably the only way
that many rural producers will be able to
remain on the land and in business.

I am sure none of us want to see large
companies buying up huge tracts of land.
because the small Producers do not find
their farming pursuits viable. The small
producers see an opportunity to sell out
and retire, and many of the settlers in
the country areas are advancing in years
and desire to take It easy. Therefore, an
Opportunity Presents itself for big com-
panies to come in and establish large
cattle-breeding projects, and large crop-
ping Projects.

I have spoken about this before; there
Is one encouraging development taking
Place whereby groups of farmers, who have
seen the writing on the wall, have joined
together to form companies. By this means
they are able to reduce costs, and so
remain in business. This practice has not
been followed on a large scale, but I think
In future it will be quite a common
practice.

Whilst I am speaking on agriculture. I
want to refer to the untimely death of
Dr Gardiner who, in his quiet way, made
a great contribution to agricultural
science, and in particular to veterinary
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science. His achievements did affect and
will improve meat production. I refer, in
Particular, to his efforts to control brucel-
losis, and to the tuberculosis programme
carried out In his term of office, as well
as many other advances too numerous
to mention.

It is very sad that one has to die before
one is fully recognised. That has been the
case with Dr Gardiner, who was quite
Prepared to use his leisure time in his
efforts and who instituted many advanced
Projects which will be carried on for a long
time. I pay a great tribute to Dr Gardiner
for the work he has done.

I have spoken of the need to find ways
and means to reduce costs. I believe that In
agriculture we have reached saturation
point in per man/unit of production. In
the future more efficient methods will have
to be found. It behoves us to realise that
in the agricultural industries there is a
need to consolidate-not to over-reach, or
place farms and projects at risk by taking
on too great a financial burden. In the past
this happened all too often.

In this very difficult Period for meat
producers it has become obvious to Gov-
ernments, bankers, and everyone concerned
that wherever it is humanly possible the
meat producers of Australia, particularly
of Western Australia, wish to row their
own boats. They do not wish to be beholden
to Governments or banks, although they
have had to borrow finance to a limited
degree. However, the schemes initiated by
Governments have not been accepted gen-
erally as much as one would have expected.

The current subject in the news is
devaluation. I am amazed and somewhat
disturbed at the public outcry. I think there
is a great lack of understanding by some
people who contend that inflation will
result In Increased unemployment. I do not
think this could possibly happen. If we
look at some aspects which have not been
covered adequately in the Press, we see a
lack of realisation of the true effects of
devaluation.

First of all, in country areas and among
the rural industries, devaluation will have
a great effect. For a start it will increase
morale, and that is a wonderful achieve-
ment. If morale is raised, people will be
placed in a brighter situation and no doubt
this will have the effect of reducing unem-
ployment. People will have more money to
spend on the things which have been
needed for their farming Projects for a
long time, whether the People concerned
be vegetable growers, fruit growers, grain
producers, or meat producers.

There Is no doubt there has been a very
general tightening of the belt in the coun-
try rural districts. I feel that any added
prosperity will rub off on the labour
market. We will see a situation arising
where more labour is required not only in
the country areas, but in the country towns
and larger central points. This Is as natural

as day follows night, The prophets of doom
do no good to Australia as a whole by
adopting the attitude that they have
adopted.

We have a wonderful country, and with-
out a doubt we will see mineral develop-
ments and projects of that nature being
started. Many projects in the country.
including business Projects, will be given
the opportunity to proceed. People who
decry devaluation as being of little advan-
tage and of having a limited effect on the
People, should look again and understand
how the economy of the country as a
whole will be Unproved.

Each person who is attracted to a coun-
try town brings more work. It results in an
opportunity given to young people to
remain in the country areas in which
they were born. Generally all this will be
of great advantage.

I regret there is a lack of understand-
ing in Press circles of the interdependence
between the city and the country. I think
that in general the country people realise
they are very dependent on their mates In
the city. I think the Labor Party should
recognise this point: that it would be much
better if we were all mates, rather than
at each other's throat.

All too often we see confrontation tak-
Ing place because unfortunately some
people think they are protecting their
livelihood by Participating. In this respect
I refer to the meat workers. A very lucra-
tive trade has been established, particu-
larly in wethers, but only to a degree. This
trade could be expanded without unduly
affecting the livelihood of the meat workers
and their union.

I would be the first to decry any move
in this direction which results in unem-
ployment among that section of workers.
because I consider that trained people are
valuable to our society. However, there
needs to be recognition of the very serious
effect which the actions of the meat
workers have had on primary producers.
There are markets which could be devel-
oped for young cattle, and we know a
very good market exists for export wethers.

Let us try to foster a greater degree of
discussion rather than conf rontation
between the parties. I do not see any value
at all In confrontation, If everyone adopts
the attitude I have proposed, and attempts
to overcome the difficulties which have
been experienced and recognised by all
sides, we will be far better off.

One can understand the feelings of the
primary producer who sees the price of his
stock downgraded by many dollars per
head. Members should not look at me when
I say this. Although I am a primary pro-
ducer, I operate in a limited way and my
main concern Is carrying out my duties
as a member of Parliament. I know how
hostile the people in the country get when
the avenues available to them are closed.
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They regard their vocation as an employ-
ment opportunity, a job they like to do,
and a job which has to be done because
without the food producer the people in
the community will be Placed in a very
desperate situation. I make a plea to
people on both sides to make a genuine
attempt to understand each other prop-
erly; much more than they have under-
stood each other in the past.

Devaluation can lead to a great deal
of productivity, a great increase in the
wage structure, and a great amount of
prosperity, if it is handled in the right
way; but we need the correct environ-
ment to make it work. Everyone should
attempt to understand the Implications,
and each in his own way should set out
to achieve the objective that will be of
benefit to Australia, and not to just a
section of Australians.

r would like to thank members who
mentioned previously about those of us
who will be retiring alter this Parliament.
Only those who decide to retire are in a
Position to make the decision happily.
People who retire from their vocations
do not make their decisions lightly.

The stage is reached where one realises
one has been here long enough, and it
is better to allow for someone with a more
modern approach to what is taking place
in the Present-day community to take over.
In my case, that was the governing factor.
Personally, I feel I am still able to partici-
pate in a great many matters which will
assist the community, and I intend to do
that. However, having had 19 years in
Parliament, I think I have had a fairly
decent go. Those who follow in my foot-
steps will be able to do a different job
and, perhaps, a better one.

I want to thank those who have already
spoken and mentioned my name. Their
friendship has been very much appreci-
ated, as has their co-operation in this
Chamber. It Is something I will never
forget. Priendships which form over a long
period of time are lasting, and it will give
mue a lot of pleasure to be able to walk
back into this place occasionally and say,
"Hello' to everybody; and I include every-
one in this Chamber. I have never been
one who thought that party affiliations
ought to stop one from understanding
another person's point of view.

You, Mr President, were my leader In
this place for a very long time, and prob-
ably have regrets similar to those I have
expressed. I feel sure that on many
occasions you have felt like entering the
debate. You have shown great forbear-
ance in not chipping in occasionally; it
must have been very difficult to refrain
from doing so. I realise probably more than
any other member present just how diffi-
cult that has been for you. I am sure
You will lead a useful and happy life in
Your retirement, and I wish you a long
life and a happy retirement from politics;

I know you will not retire from world
events and you will continue to take part
in many matters.

Another member who is to retire is my
friend, Jack Heitman, with whom I have
developed a very close friendship since I
have been here. I sincerely hope that Jack
will be able to wind down and enjoy his
retirement. Not many people would realise
just how busy Jack is In the field of
politics. He is one of the unfortunate
members who has to drive many hundreds
of miles each week to attend parliament-
ary sessions, and he has always taken his
Job very seriously. He has always adopted
a most understanding attitude towards all
members, and his friendship is something
we have all valued greatly. I hope Jack
will be very happy In his retirement.

To the other members who are to retire,
I say that not all of their contributions
towards the running of this State have
been obvious in this House. Many of the
members who are to retire, from both
this place and the other Place, have had
pet Projects which they have found
difficult to put Into effect. I tell those
members that Quite surprisingly, over a
period of years, the Ideas which they have
put forward with sincerity eventually have
an impact.

The efforts of the Hon. Lyla Elliott come
to my mind. It is possible she thinks that
some of her efforts have been in vain, but
I am certain that during her parliament-
ary life she will see many of her Ideas
come to life, as have many other members.

I have always appreciated the very good
friendship and co-operation extended by
my co-member, Gordon masters, Gordon
came Into this place with a sense of hum-
our and a considerable capacity for hard
work. I feel he has a considerable future
in this Parliament. He enjoys his spats
with the opposition, and I think members
of the opposition probably enjoy getting
at him on occasions. A great feature of
this House Is that if one has a sense of
humour one is able to ride out the rough
spots without making too hard a dent on
the members one opposes. The game Is
played very hard inside this House but,
fortunately, we have the very good situa-
tion where the game Is not carried to
extremes outside this place.

I feel we are, Indeed, In a very happy
situation as far as our political party-
the Liberal Party-is concerned. We have
many young members who have not as
yet taken a very active part in politics,
but who have a promising future. That Is
the strength of any political party. Those
of us who are about to retire can look
with confidence on those we expect to be
elected in our Places.

So life goes on; does it not? Nothing
stops, and all of us who have made con-
tributions in the Past can be grateful that
we will have good representation in the
future.
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I consider the staff of this House has
been wonderful. They do their Job with-
out ostentation, and they are always
ready to give us the help and advice we
need and which, perhaps, I personally
have not asked for very much. Perhaps
It would have been to my benefit had I
sought more advice!1 As far as I am con-
cerned I have not regarded the staff of
this House as "staff". I have always felt
they were friends, and I pay a tribute to
them. We are fortunate that In the years
to come a great number of the present
staff will remain here to guide and advise
new members. it is satisfying to me to
see new members seeking that advice, and
they could seek even more advice in the
future.

I cannot allow this moment to pass
without congratulating the Hon. Olive
Griffiths for his intestinal fortitude In
raising matters In this House which some-
times make him unpopular with his own
party. He raises matters without fear or
favour, and on many occasions he has
convinced me he should have had more
success. A trail blazer does not usually get
all the kudos he deserves. If each member
had as much concern for his electors as
has Olive Griffiths, the world would be a
better place In which to live. I pay that
tribute to him.

To the Ministers--and particularly the
leader of the Government in this place-
I say "thank you for your guidance and
leadership. It has been a wonderful experi-
ence to be associated with you all."

We have Ministers who range from the
quiet and effective to the brash and effect-
ive. but all successful in their own way.
I wish them well and I hope they will be
back to lead the coalition Government
next year. In fact, I not only hope they
will be back, but I will be working to see
that that happens. I intend It should hap-
pen because It is of great benefit to this
State for the Government to have a for-
ward looking policy. I thank the Ministers
for their leadership and for their help,
and I look forward to retaining their
friendship in the future.

I want to thank members for their
patient hearing. They have not walked out
on me-something which is sometimes
difficult to avoid doing when members
speak for a long time. I appreciate the
friendship which has been extended to
me In this Chamber, and I look forward
to other means of helping this State. I
hope I am successful In finding some other
means to help. May I wish all members a
very happy Christmas.

THE HON. L. G. MEDCALF (Metropoli-
tan-Attorney-General) [5.41 p.m.]: I
would lie to add my few words in tribute
to the retiring members, It is, Of course,
a sad occasion when one has to say fare-
well officially to people one has known
very well over a long period of time. All

(t 55)

those members who will retire were here
when I Joined this House just nine years
ago. It Is a cause for sadness and sorrow
to have to say farewell to them in their
official capacity as members of this
Chamber. Each member, in his own way-
and in very different ways--has made a
contribution of one kind or another.

I refer, first of all, to the Hon. Tom
Perry who, unfortunately, is not with us
today due to his being in hospital. He
has not been blessed with good health
during the last nine years that I have
been here and, consequently, we have not
seen as much of him as we would have
liked. I think all members would agree
his occasional speeches were always list-
ened to with great Interest, and we all
regard him as a very good member who
did his best under the considerable diff-
culty of personal ill-health as a result of
war service and other causes. I am sure,
therefore, we all wish him well and hope
his health will improve and allow him to
get some enjoyment from his retirement.

With regard to the Hon. Roy Abbey,
I suppose he is best described as a specialist
in rural matters. Personally I have always
looked to him for advice in certain matters
regarding primary production and, par-
ticularly, the meat industry. Roy Abbey
has served on many committees, outside
this House as well as Inside it. He has
made many significant contributions to
legislation in connection with the meat
industry. I have always regarded him as
having very progressive views in that par-
ticular area. AS I have said, he has made
a significant contribution in that quarter.

Mr Abbey Is a man with great practical
knowledge of his subject and he is, Indeed.
a specialist. It will be sad to lose his advice
on matters about which he knows a great
deal. However, as he said, he will still
be around and I am sure he will continue
to make a significant contribution to rural
life generally. I have appreciated bein~g
assocated with him in this House and
I wish him well.

our Chairman of Committees, the Hon.
Jack Heitmian, Is Indeed a practical man
who has always made a significant con-
tribution whenever he has participated in
any debate in this House, whether It be
on a subject of rural Interest or some
other subject. Jack Heitman is notable for
being absolutely fearless in his opinions
and in his views, to the point of being
quite blunt on occasions.

He Is absolutely without fear and most
courageous, and we always derive great
benefit from listening to him because he
knows what he is talking about. He has
the great virtue of not opening his mouth
unless he has something worth saying. He
always makes his points well and effect-
ively, and I believe this is of great benefit
to the House. He does not waste words
and his statements and speeches have
been characterlsed by common sense and
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good Judgment. He will be greatly missed
from the House but he will, I am sure-
like the Hon. C. R. Abbey--continue to
make a considerable contribution in rural
areas and to the future of this State.

To you, Mr President, I must say that
when I first came into the House and you
were the Minister for Mines, the Minister
for Justice, and the Leader of the House,
I was very impressed Immediately with
Your great ability and Your control of
the House. It was quite apparent that as
a result of your many years of expez isnce
both in this House and in another place
you had acquired a great reservoir of
knowledge of the practice of Parliament.
and a knowledge of the capabilities of
members. including the personal capabili-
ties of the members who were then in the
House. You did not ask anything of them
that You knew they could not deliver, and
You were prepared yourself to shoulder
very considerable burdens. Perhaps In a
way-lke Sir David Brand-you Probably
tended to take on more than you should
have, and exerted Yourself a little n-ore
In those days when you were the Leader
of the H-ouse than perhaps You would have
done under normal circumstances.

I am quite sure that the House benefited
greatly from that-in fact I know It did.
I know the things I am saying today
would be echoed-were he present In the
House-by the Hon. Bill Willesee who was
Your opposite number and who also had
a great respect for you. You always dem-
onstrated to me a very great ability and
a very great control of the House.

You have had the respect, Sir, of all
members of the House. I do not know
any members who did not respect your
Judgment, even if they disagreed with you,
which many of them frequently did as you
are aware.

You had a very smooth understanding
with the Leader of the Opposition, and
this helped tremendously. No-one gave
away anything which he should not have
given away. Each stuck to his own prin-
ciples, and this system helped tremen-
dously In smoothing the workings of the
House and in making the Legislative
Council, as Part of the Parliament, work
effectively. That is a tremendous contri-
bution, Sir, for which I believe you deserve
great credit.

I noted also very early in the Piece, as
a junior member, how tenacious you were
in standing up for the principles in which
You believed. When you had made a deci-
sion about a Particular matter, it was very
difficult to make any inroads on that
decision, or to make you change your
mind, for example, to agree to an amend-
ment, unless You were absolutely satisfied
that the amendment was right. Usually
it took a long time to satisfy you. I be-
lieve You deserve credit for that attitude,
because as Leader of the House, You had a
Job to do; as a Minister you had a job to

do, and you were answerable to more
people than a particular member who
had an axe to grind about some matter.

During your time as Leader of the
House you brought in a great number of
important Bills, both of a legal and social
nature. As I mentioned a few weeks ago,
You were the Minister who moved for the
introduction of the Law Reform Commit-
tee. The committee-now a commission-
will play an increasingly important part
In the State. No member objected to the
introduction of that legislation; Indeed, it
was applauded on all sides. Although the
commission is completely outside of Parlia-
ment, it is nonetheless answerable to the
Government, even though it makes state-
ments in its own right. I might say, Sir,
that You were the author of that committee,
-the author of the origins of that body.
You were the Minister who instituted it,
and You deserve great credit for that. One
day your actions will be looked upon as a
very great contribution to the affairs of
the State. You brought this matter for-
ward both publicly, in the Law Society,
and in the House.

You introduced a large number of other
Bills. Time will not permit me to go
into details, but many of them had very
important social consequences, including
Bills relating to this Council and those
relating to matters of great moment to
ordinary citizens.

You had a way of dealing with trouble
very effectively, and this always impressed
me. You seemed to know where trouble
was coming from before it developed;
you had a type of early warning system,
developed after many years' experience,
and such an ability is very Important in
any member of Parliament and particu-
larly so in the position you held.

Later on, as Leader of the Opposition,
You showed the same qualities. In many
ways it is just as difficult, if not more
difficult, to be the Leader of the Oppo-
sition than to be the Leader of the Gov-
ernment. It could be said that the Leader
of the Opposition has the same problems
in reverse. During the time you were
Leader of the Opposition here. Sir, you
showed the same qualities to which I
have referred.

Your time as President, Sir, has been
all too short. Three years seem to have
gone far too rapidly, but You have set a
nreat example for the future; you have
conducted the House with firmness, fair-
ness, dignity, and decorum. Those are
the qualities which one looks for in a
leader-to be firm and fair, yet dignified.
I believe all these qualities have been dis-
played by You during your term of office.

I am sorry that you, and the other
members I have mentioned, have seen fit
to retire. I am sure that all these mem-
bers still have much to contribute. How-
ever, the time has come, and the decision
has been made. It Is never wise to try to
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interfere with a decision made by a per-
son, on careful reflection, to retire from
any walk of life. Usually such a person
knows best, in spite of what other people
may think. If one Interferes with that
decision and attempts to talk someone
out of it, the result is of ten not the right
one. Nevertheless, these decisions cause
great regret, especially when you, Mr
President, have so much to offer.

I would like to Join with the other mem-
bers in expressing the pleasure I have had
in associating with the four members 'who
are retiring through the effiuxion of time,
and to say that I personally have gained
a great deal from my association with
each of them.

THE HON. D. J. WORDSWORTH
(South) [5.55 p.mn.): I wish to speak on
the General Loan Fund. I notice we are
dealing with something like $150 million
-a very large sum indeed. I will not go
individually into each Item, but I1 would
lie to firstly congratulate the Govern-
ment on the manner in which it has, shall
we say, balanced the books during the last
two or three years.

The Hon. 0. W. Cooley: Did it balance
them or juggle them?

The Hon. N. McNeill: Don't talk rub-
bish.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
honourable member may call It what he
likes, but the fact is the Government has
balanced the books and I believe it should
be congratulated for having done so.
There Is no indication that the Govern-
ment has juggled the books or anything
else.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: It seems to us
that It juggled them.

The Hon. D, J. WORDSWORTH: The
honourable member will have his chance
to get up and speak. I rose just before
the Minister rose to close the debate, so
the honourable member will still have an
opportunity.

The general public appreciate the turbu-
lence of the world monetary system. We
take these things for granted-

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Two years ago
it was Canberra's fault,

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I am
simply saying that we have a very difficult
world situation and I wonder whether the
members of the general public appreciate
the difficulty of the situation. I Inform
Mr Dellar that the situation applied to
the previous Federal Government as it
does to this Government, but the differ-
ence is that one Goverrnent acted respon-
sibly and the other did not.

The Hon. S. 3. LDellar:, You are break-
Ing my heart.

The HOD. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
climate was difficult during the term of
the Whitlamn Government; I am in no
way denying that.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: The present
Government changes its mind every two
minutes.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: Our
capitalist system really requires a~n en-
forcer.

The Hon. 5. J. Dellar: Well, you have
him-Kerr's the name.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I am
attempting to look at a wider scene than
are members opposite. Let us consider the
world scene rather than the petty little
squabbles which Opposition members keep
trying to introduce.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Are you going
to take me on the trip you promised me?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: I will
say a few words later about the recent
devaluation, because on reading tonight's
copy of the Daily News, it looks as though
the unions will use the subject of devalua-
tion as a major issue.

I would like to go a little further into
the background of devaluation, and I hope
Opposition members will bear with me
for a moment. Our capitalist system nec-
essitates an enforcer, not only monetary-
wise but also in a physical and military
sense.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Whn enforces
you?

The Hon. D. 3. WORDSWORTH: Ex-
change rates denote perhaps how success-
ful at the time Is world stability. For a
long time we enjoyed fixed exchange rates,
but unfortunately these have gradually
broken down. We have much more com-
petitiveness In world affairs today; we
have trade wars, rising tariffs, and un-
stable currencies. We saw something simi-
lar In the 1920s and 1930s, and many
people are fearful that this trend indi-
cates very difficult times ahead. Of course,
before that time Britain was the stabiliz-
ing force on the world scene. The fact
was that sterling was a solid currency and
Britain had the military strength to keep
the peace.

However, regrettably, she did fall in the
1920s and 1930s, and America stepped into
her shoes and became the stabilising force
In the international economy. America
remained the stabilizing force for a matter
of about 40 years--certaInly until the
1960s. Unfortunately, America's ability to
control the international economy broke
down at about the time of the Vietnam
war. Up until then we had been back to
a fixed exchange rate. Regrettably, since
the Vietnam war the influence of the
'United States in the world scene has
diminished and we have seen different
currencies floated. No longer do we see a
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fixed exchange rate; and this is proof that
America no longer has International mone-
tary power at the moment,

Perhaps this was brought about by the
fact that countries such as Japan and West
Germany were able to strengthen their
positions during the post-war era when
they did not have to supply great military
power, and were able to keep their rate of
inflation low. As a result they are now able
to compete economically with the United
States. Hence we now do not have just one
major power; we have several major
powers in the free western world.

I mentioned the fact that the American
system became over-stretched during the
period of the Vietnam war. During that
quarter century from 1950 to 1973 the
United States exported in the way of
capital to develop other countries, includ-
ing Australia, some $96 billion; and it
expended on economic and military aid
some $73 billion, making a total of $169
billion. During that period she was able to
finance only about half by her exports of
goods and services, and she printed notes
to cover the difference. America did not
have enough gold in Fort Knox to back
every greenback.

We saw that for a short period France
had a bit of a run on exchanging 'United
States dollars for gold.

In the old days when we saw a US
Reserve Bank note it had written on It,
"This note will be exchanged for gold." In
1973, America moved away from the gold
standard, which was a devaluation of the
US dollar against major currencies of the
world which were the yen and the mark.
This set in train another difficult monetary
and exchange rate crisis. Australia was
still on sterling at that stage; and it was
not difficult to recognise Britain's economic
plight after the war, so Australia, under-
went the difficult period of changing from
sterling to the US dollar. Then, of course,
we experienced the difficulty of changing
again to a floating mix of currencies.

This has led to a great increase In
changes in our currency system, coupled
with great fluctuations with some of those
currencies which make up the mix on
which our exchange rate is based. This has
made it most difficult for Australia not to
often devalue or revalue; and so we saw
the previous Government devalue twice and
revalue the Australian dollar once. The
present Government has now been forced
to devalue the dollar again. Under the cir-
cumstances I have outlined, I do not think
this is a great insult to the nation to
devalue; and my comment applies equally
to the previous Government.

We must move with the times and realise
that the whole mix of international cur-
rencies is very difficult to deal with. The
situation now is not like that in the old
days when we had a gold standard. We
have moved away from the gold standard,
and all other countries are doing the same.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Do you agree
with the extent of the devaluation?

The Ron. 1U. J. WORDSWORTH: As it
happens, I do, but i will come to that later.

I wonder whether we will be able to
survive without the gold standard. Whilst
It is a good theory that we can do without
gold, and It is awful to think that we
should base our whole monetary system
on some pretty mineral, we can now see
the difficulties that have occurred over
the last few years since we moved away
from the gold standard.
Sitting suspended from 6.06 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon, D. J. WORDSWORTH, Before
the tea suspension I had explained the
changing world economic situation in
which Australia had found itself because
various countries had devalued. I ex-
plained how even America had devalued
the Us dollar against the deutschemark
and the yen by going off the gold standard
and how Australia had used sterling as
a currency standard, had gone across to
the US dollar and finally to a basket of
currencies.

Once again we have found ourselves in
the position of having to devalue. This is
not a new occurrence. The previous Gov-
erment found that it had to devalue
twice and revalue once. This is a changing
process that is taking place all the time
and the Federal Government has not done
it by choice but has been forced into it.

If I had an opinion to give, it would be
that the Government fought devaluation
too much. I believe it went out of its Way
to a very great extent to borrow overseas
to try to balance our overseas payments.
There is a magical figure which I have
given to the House previously of some
$2 000 million which a country such as
Australia is expected to hold in overseas
balances. Reserves have been hovering at
about this point for some time now and
the Government has borrowed $300 million
from one place and $80 million from an-
other. But regrettably more and more
money has been leaving Australia and
she could not continue to counteract this
by borrowing and had to devalue.

The interesting thing Is how much of
this money which left this country will
now come back. Everyone imagines that it
will all come back in one big rush. From
speaking to overseas investors with whom
I have come into contact I have very grave
doubts that they will ever bring their
money back to Australia. They got such a
great shock that they will be looking for
other fields. We have been through the
great glamour time when Australia was
the great place to invest. This was when
we were doing so much in regard to iron
ore and nickel.

The Hon. 3. C. Tozer: What created that
shock?
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The Hon. Di. J. WORDSWORTH: I do not
think I have to explain that; I think it
Is the attitude of Australia towards work.
I do not wish to revamp the speeches I
have made previously but it ties up very
much with the attitude of the Australian
worker.

I wonder how much of that money will
flow back into Australia. I think it could
be a lot less than we imagine. But having
devalued, the Government must now carry
out a lot of changes to the economy to
make up for that devaluation. The first
thing that comes to mind is a tariff re-
duction. I would have thought we would
have seen a 25 per cent lowering of tariffs.
The last time the Labor Party devalued it
carried out a 25 per cent lowering in tariffs
which had a great effect on unemployment
and industry. The argument was that it
was too much. Perhaps I am biased, being
a rural producer and exporter, but I felt it
was not too much and that it certainly
did a lot of good for Australian industry
to be forced into being economic.

The Hon. N. McNeil: It had a disastrous
effect on some industries.

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: It did.
I think it was more a matter of how
tariffs were determined rather than the
fact of reducing tariffs; but it certainly
hit some industries very hard indeed.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Rural indus-
tries appreciated it.

The Ron. D. J. WORDSWORTH: It
should have been more selective. Just
whipping off 25 per cent was disastrous be-
cause some industries had not used all
their tariff protection. If they had been
using only 10 per cent the effect was only
15 per cent. I think it hurt those indus-
tries which were using all their tariff pro-
tection. We saw this in the textile industry
in particular.

I do not wish to go Into that, but one
can see that the Government is hesitant
to reduce tariffs at this stage. It has al-
ready indicated that it does not wish to
change tariffs. I certainly hope it will
examine that with regard to some selective
industries because the whole problem of
devaluation is that it gives further pro-
tection to industry and we must have
imports to make our own industry com-
petitive.
.From various circles we have suddenly

heard a lot of criticism of the Govern-
ment's decision to devalue, and yet a
former Federal Treasurer made a state-
ment to the effect that even blind Freddy's
dog would have seen that devaluation was
essential and had to take place. Now that
It has taken place there is a sudden hue
and cry from everywhere. I repeat that
I do not think it is indicative of a com-
plete collapse of the Australian economy.
I think it has been brought about by our
balance of payments situation and by

Australia's outlook to life and work. In
very few places in the world are there
working hours comparable to those in Aus-
tralia. We believe in a five-day week which
is not the general practice around the
world. In other places individuals might
have a five-day week but industry does not
work a five-day week; and that is the
difference. in America Saturday is a nor-
mal working day. The factories work on a
Saturday just as they work the other five
days of the week. Yet In this country we
believe Saturday is for football and that
all factories should be closed for two days
in the week.

Another point Is that other major Indus-
trial countries believe that, having built a
factory, it should work at least two shifts
a day, if not three, In Australia we try to
make a plant work one shift a day for five
days and then wonder why we cannot be
competitive. These are some of the things
that are reflected in the exchange rate and
the reason for devaluation. I am not nec-
essarily decrying these things but if we
want to do them we must pay the consequ-
ences, and devaluation is one of those con-
sequences.

I make the same plea with regard to the
four weeks' holiday we have here. We all
imagine that Australia is developing a way
of life comparable to that in America, hut
I assure members that life there is far
different. Two weeks' holiday Is the norm
there and I think America has only five
public holidays a year, including Christ-
mas and Easter.

We have strong leanings in this country
towards social benefits. In this State we
have 100 per cent workers' compensation.
This Is costing a lot of money. I am afraid
that this is one of the Issues that has made
for devaluation. This Is one of the reasons
production in this country is becom-
ing uneconomic and noncompetitive. We
have Medibank;, we have pensions for
people at 70; we believe in the arbitration
court system. I am not necessarily decry-
ing these things but if we wish to have
them they will have an economic consequ-
ence upon Australia and could result in us
having to devalue more often. The hard
cold fact is that production per worker in
Australia is a lot lower than in probably
any of the developed countries.

The Hon. Di. W. Cooley: Is that a fact?
The Hon. Di. J. WORDSWORTH: It Is.
The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Where are the

figures to prove that?
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: They

are to be found in OECD reports.
The Hon. Di. W. Cooley: it is not right.
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: It is,

and in those same reports one wil find
that our industries have double the tariff
protection of any other country. The point
I am trying to make is that we are all
partly responsible for the need to devalue.
If we want to live with our attitudes we
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must pay the consequences of them. We
must not turn to the Government and say,
"Look what has happened because of bad
management of the economy.,,

I do not think the decision to devalue
was necessarily a political one. It is a
trend which has been brought about by
our national character, certainly over some
years.

The first point with regard to devalua-
tion is world Pressure changing the mix of
currencies, which in itself is like a box
full of worms, and the second Point is our
national outlook with which we have to
contend.

I admire the way the Federal Govern-
ment Is tackling the problem. I only hope
that It is allowed to tackle it In its own
way, but it appears that nowadays in this
country unions are exerting their influ-
ence beyond the conditions under which
their members work. Nowadays we find
that political decisions are being made not
only In Parliament but also In the uii.on
ring. Mr Hawke, as a leader of the labour
movement, has his say and it is just as
Important, in many cases, as what is said
by the Prime Minister of the day. This is
rather frightening in that we have two
leaders often tonguing against each other.
I think we can learn to live with a devalu-
ation provided the Government is allowed
to make the decisions because it has
to make major decisions now that it has
devalued. One such decision is in regard
to tariffs but quite a few other fiscal
measures must be taken; and the crucial
thing will be the next wage rise and how
much It will be influenced by pressure of
strikes, and so on.

I do not think we need necessarily see
too much inflation. There will be some
inflation, whatever happens, but the choice
is between a lot of inflation and very
little. Because it has not hopped straight
into tariffs, I wonder which the Govern-
ment has chosen; but if the Government
is allowed a good run we will see only a
minimum amount of inflation resulting
from devaluation-probably only 2 or 3
per cent.

The economy had reached the stage where
we had to do something to give it a bit of
impetus. It was not really going hard
enough. This has been mentioned by
members opposite. They have pointed out
that we have had too much emphasis on
beating inflation and not enough on
employment. I think some inflationary
factors would have been instituted to
alleviate unemployment anyway and these
would have had some inflationary reaction.

The Government had to take some
measures and it was better that it take
the action of devaluation than to put some
other measures into vogue. The great thing
about devaluation is that it gives us an
export Incentive which Is far more import-
ant than the earlier approach when the

Government was aiming for a consumer-
led recovery. Such a recovery would have
been of no benefit to Australia. If1 every-
one who had a television set bought
another one It would have given the TV
industry a bit of a boost, but would have
been wasteful for the country and not very
good for the resources of the nation. I
believe that it is far better that the
recovery of the country be made possible
through exports than by consumers-

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: After listening
to You I realise it is no wonder the State
is in a hell of a mess!

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH: The
honourable member can get up and have
his two bob's worth later!

I do not believe that the effect of
devaluation will be too inflationary. I
think we can learn to live with it. It will
not affect the unions as much as they
think. I am sure union members do not
drive imported cars, but support the
Australian worker and therefore prefer to
buy Holden motorcars. There is no great
reason that the price of Holden motorcars
should increase.

The devaluation should give the union-
ists a better opportunity to compete. I
am referring more to the industries in
which they work. Take the shipbuilding
industry as an example. Devaluation
should make that industry more compet-
itive because obviously the cost of imports
will Increase by 20 per cent, Consequently
when a tender is submitted for a ship from
Japan the cost will be 20 per cent higher,
so it is likely that an Australian firm will
be able to tender competitively. In this
way the unions will also benefit. Not only
the primary producer will benefit. A great
many people will. I support the Govern-
ment for the manner in which it has car-
ried out the devaluation. I only hope the
subject is not made a political drum and
that the whole issue is left in the hands
of the Government and not taken out of
its Influence.

Mr Abbey has referred to the rural in-
dustries. The devaluation will help the
rural industries considerably because they
will become more competitive on the world
scene.

I would now like to join with those
members who have extended best wishes
for the future to those members who will
be retiring after this term. I enjoyed
my three years when you were the
Leader of the Opposition, Mr President.
You more than any other person taught
me so much about politics. I think when
you leave the House we will lose a person
who was a great one for strategy which
is very Important and makes politics most
interesting.

I will be sorry to see my friend Mr Abbey
depart from this House. I have enjoyed
my six years beside him. He has helped
me a lot in my short term in Parliament.
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He has been here some 18 years or some-
thing like that and he represented an area
which extended from the outer wheatbelt
to around Perth. He had a very difficult
Province in the early days and it was
as a result of his bard work that our side
of politics consolidated in that area. He is
to be congratulated for this.

It is sad that we are losing so much
of our rural lobby in this House. Perhaps
our friends opposite might chuckle, but
we are losing a very strong part of our
rural lobby and it will be a sad day for
the industry and for this House.

With those words I support the Bill.

THE HON. R. F. CLAIJGHTON (North
Metropolitan) r7.50 p.m.]: It was rather
interesting listening to members debating
the economic issues facing the State and
the nation. It is a pity that the members
of the Liberal Party did not square up
their facts with each other before they
spoke. We heard Mr Tozer interject on
Mr Wordsworth to indicate that labour
problems were the barrier to new invest-
ment in this country, and Mr Wordsworth
agreed with him and gave other reasons
as well.

In the speech with which the Minister
introduced the Bill we are debating, at
page 11 he gave a completely different
reason announced by the Premier. I
would like to quote it as a preamble to
my remarks. He said-

The simple facts of the matter are
that the world scene has changed since
the 1960s, and it is now far more
difficult to get major resource develop-
ments off the ground if companies
are to be required to provide the funds
for water supplies, schools, hospitals,
housing, etc., in addition to the
capital requirements of the project
itself.

I would suggest that Mr Wordsworth and
other members pay a little attention-

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Is that greatly
different?

The Hon. N. McNeill: I cannot under-
stand why you are looking so smug.

The Hon. R. F. CLAIJGHTON: That is
a subjective judgment. I am referring to
the differences in the stories we have
heard in the Chamber tonight from
people who sit behind the Minister for
Justice. There is a good deal of difference
between the labour costs and troubles
being the barrier to new investments in
this country and the reasons given by the
Minister.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: They have an
effect on the provision of services--

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: The
honourable member does not seem to be
able to work out the situation. The labour
cost is a part of anything.

Several members interjected.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I will
deal with the situation slowly, so Mr Pratt
can understand.

Several members interjected.
The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: It is not

a matter of my being expert, but of my
being able to understand the words which
have been said. It is a matter of the com-
pany being required to provide the school
as against the State providing it; it is
a matter of the company being required to
provide the roads as against the State
being required to provide them: and the
same applies to houses and so on. There
is definitely a difference in the cost in-
volved to the company In providing Infra-
structure and the labour costs in this
country.

Several members interjected.
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Mr

Pratt and his colleagues keep up this con-
stant Prattle about the unions and the
cost of labour in this country being the
major deterrents to the future of this
land, but they conveniently ignore the
costs of all the other factors involved.

Mention has been made about the in-
crease to consumers for the goods on the
shelf in the shops. Mr Pratt is highly de-
lighted about this increase in costs. He is
giggling away like a little girl at the
thought of the increases. These costs mean
a lot to the ordinary working man on ord-
inary wages. I suppose it would not amount
to pocket money per week for Mr Pratt
and Mr Wordsworth.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: If your work-
ing man stuck to Australian products we
would be better off.

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: It would
be a very good thing if all Australians.
including Mr Wordsworth and his Party,
stuck to Australian products. 11 do not
know what particular car Mr Wordsworth
has. Perhaps he will tell us.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I switched to
a Toyota when I saw yours.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I have
had the same car since I came to Parlia-
ment in 1968. It is starting to wear.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: I switched
when I saw yours.

The Hon. 0. E. Mastens: You obviously
do not drive far.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: Far
enough to serve my electorate extremely
well.

The question of devaluation is extremely
important and Mr Wordsworth said a
great deal about it. Mr Hayden indicated
that this was something the Government
would have to do as did other economic
observers. If there is a great deal of com-
ment and criticism of the Government by
the Labor Party it is because the Govern-
ment denied it would happen. It is a clear
indication that the policies of the present
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Australian Government have failed. In-
stead of people from overseas rushing
into Australia to invest their money, the
money has, in fact, gone the other way.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Do you think-
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I think

that the honourable member, his party,
and the Government are a dismal failure.
The fact that this State has suffered the
highest rate of inflation in Australia is
a clear condemnation of the honourable
member, his colleagues, and the Govern-
ment itself and its policies. The Liberal
and Country Parties have caused serious
harm to Australia over the past few years,
and T would like to Quote some remarks I
made about this time last year, when-

The Hon. N. McNeill: Do you have to?
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: -very

serious events occurred within Australia.
We had the advent of the Whitlam Gov-
ernment in 1972 and the Liberal and
Country Parties had gone into Opposition.
I think that the present economic con-
dition of Australia makes my remarks of
that time pertinent. I do not as a rule
quote my own speeches. Very seldom do
I read them again.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Very wise.
The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I assure you

you are not missing much.
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: For the

edification of members I wish to quote
what I said in 1975 when speaking to one
of the Supply Hills. The following can be
found at Page 4533 of Hansard No. 4 of
that year-

I suggest to the Treasurer, and to
other members, that if there has been
a great loss of business confidence,
and if there is uncertainty and in-
stability in the affairs of this country,
it has been brought about largely as
a result of the unprincipled Opposition
in the Australian Parliament.

That is, the Liberal and Country Parties
at that time. To continue-

That Opposition has used every
device available to frustrate, obstruct,
and render impotent the power of the
Government to run a smooth course in
the affairs of the country.

It is my belief-and I say it
strongly and repeat it as often as
I can because I think the people need
to understand the message-that this
nation has been turned upside down
not by the Australian Labor Govern-
ment, but by the wilful, unrestrained,
and irresponsible Opposition in the
Federal Parliament. We have already
seen the final chapter to that course
of events which the Opposition set
upon from the time it went into
Opposition.

Sir Charles Court, the Treasurer,
could have served Western Australia
much better if instead of continually

condemning the Australian Govern-
mnent he had used his influence with
his fellow Party members in the Fed-
eral Parliament to be moderate and
show concern for the fact that their
actions 'were getting Austratlia-and
particularly Western Australia, into a
mess.

I suggest it would take some time
for this State to pick up from the
mismanagement of the present Gov-
ernment and the irresponsible actions
of the Liberal and Country Parties
in the Australian Parliament. wich
are now, unfortunately, forming a
caretaker Government. In his elec-
tion speech the Premier said inflation
could be cured State by State and that
given the opportunity he would achieve
this in Western Australia. As other
speakers have already indicated, that
is far from what has actually occurred.

We are aware of the continued conse-
quences of what occurred in the period
from 1972 onwards with the overturning
of conventions, and the disturbance of the
economic system by the propaganda by
the Liberal and Country Parties In the
business community, which was led to
believe that its troubles were all the fault
of the ALP. That excused them from doing
anything about the faults in their own
way of doing things.

Par from laying the blame at the feet
of the Australian worker, Mr Wordsworth
should admonish the employers in this
country to take a much greater interest
in and keener control of the management
of their own affairs; because if there is
one thing which has continually been a
matter of comment in Australia it is the
inefficiency of management in this country.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Did Mr Words-
worth in fact blame the worker?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: I do not
know whom else he blamed.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: His comments
were perfectly fair.

The Hon. R. F. CLATIGHTON: I have
previously spoken on this subject in this
House. I recently went to a national pro-
ductivity conference in Melbourne especi-
ally for the purpose of getting some idea
of the current thinking in these matters.
That kind of story was repeated-that
management itself needs to look at the
way It is performing and look into its
own organisation, to ensure its executives
are properly trained and there is a better
relationship between the shop floor and
management. Nothing I have heard from
Mr Wordsworth and other members in this
Chamber touched upon those aspects. If
the Australian workers are at fault it is
because they lack efficient, well-controlled
management above them to lea4 the way.
A company is only as good as the people
at the top of it.
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The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Can you
tell us which country we should copy in
that regard? Which country Is so much
better?

The Hon. ft. F. CLAUGHTON: I thought
Mr Wordsworth indicated he had read the
literature.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Tell we
which countries you think are much better.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: West
Germany, a country Mr Cooley has often
spoken about, is one where management-
worker co-operation applies. A Mtr Gullen-
harrer from Volvo In Sweden was at the
conference. He spoke about the arrange-
inents entered into by his company, and
in Sweden, generally, where these things
are done so much better.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth:, Are they
working their factories on only one shift
a day and a five-day week? Perhaps that
is the management he was referring to.

The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: Mr
Wordsworth would like everybody to work
60 hours and seven days a week. I doubt
that he works those hours himself.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: He probably
works much more himself,

The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: That is
in the detail of it. If Mr Wordsworth
is saying factories should operate longer
hours to make more efficient use of the
capital committed in the plant, I do not
think there is any argument about that.
Many factories 'work shifts. I do not
know whether Mr Wordsworth has ever
engaged In shift work. He would not
find it so enchanting.

The Hon. G. E. Masters. Have you?
The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHrON: No.
The Hon. G. E. Masters: Have you ever

worked more than 40 hours a week in
your life?

The H-on. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: Perhaps
I should inform the honourable member-

The PRESIDENT: Perhaps the honour-
able member should address the Chair.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: -that
when I started work we had one week's
annual holiday a year in the industry in
which I worked. Some years later that was
increased to two weeks a year and I was
forced to take my holidays in September
when it generally turned out wet, so I
had to stay at home. That was not so
good. Fortunately, things have changed,
and we do not want to go back to those
conditions. But I am afraid that is the
kind of thing Mr Wordsworth has in mind.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: I did not
say that at all.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That is noth-
ing like what he had in his mind and you
know it.

The Hon. ft. F. CLAUGHTON: Perhaps
on another occasion he will get to his
feet and indicate what he does have in

mind. I had contact with a visitor from
South Africa last year 'who told me he
was surprised at how hard Australians
worked compared with South Africans.
I believe Mr Wordsworth would consider
South Africa a highly efficient country
but in that man's judgment Australians
worked considerably harder than South
Africans did.

I could carry on at length about these
matters-I have a considerable file of
notes before me-but I do not intend to
do so. The position is this Government
has been manifestly a failure in its own
terms. It said it would Put things right,
get the State moving, stop inflation, re-
lieve employment, and so on, but It has
failed to do all those things. Scarcely a
new operation has been undertaken. In
fact, we have had legislation before this
House to reduce the commitment of firms,
not to implement new projects.

I look forward to the next State elec-
tion. I believe the people will be well
aware of what has taken place. The
current happenings on the Australian
scene will, I think, have considerably dis-
illusioned people as regards what they be-
lieved about the Liberal and National
Country Parties. It is quite clear those
parties are not the efficient managers
they make themselves out to be. They are
like so many of the people I spoke about
earlier-the inefficient management in
Australia-and the country Is now suffer-
ing because we have those inefficient
managers running our affairs. Unfor-
tunately, we have to put up with that a
little longer and the events of November
12 months ago will not be repeated.

I join with other members in congratu-
lating retiring members on their terns in
this Parliament. The Hon. Roy Abbey is
a person whom I have regarded as a
moderate and reasonable man and I be-
lieve the Parliament will be poorer for
his departure from it. The Hon. Tom
Perry. as we know, has suffered consider-
ably and we understand the reasons for
his leaving. We trust he will have good
health in his retirement.

Mr President, I previously acknowledged
your ability as a member of Parliament.
You have been a very skilful leader for
your party in this Chamber and at the
same time a reasonable man outside it.
We keep the battles In here and do not
develop them into personalities which are
carried outside the Chamber.

I1 wish all those who are facing election
this year very well. I hope members of
my own party are successful but at the
same time I do not wish my opponents Ill.
With those words, I support the Bill.

THE BON. 1. 0. PRATT (Lower West)
[8.10 p.m.]:, I feel compelled to rise at this
stage because in the very fast garble we
heard earlier there was some mention of
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a strange connection between the devalua-
tion and my pocket money. In the unfor-
tunate event that Hansar~d was able to
take the remarks down, I thought I had
better stand and assure the House there
Is no connection between the devaluation
and my packet money.

I would like to repeat the question
which started the tirade we listened to.
It was whether the honourable member
felt that labour problems had any effect on
the cost of services. I believe they have
very severe effects. Anything which will
atop work and increase costs will make it
very difficult to carry out development
projects.

I find no lack of compatibility between
the comments of the Hon. David Words-
worth, the Interjection by the Hon, John
Tozer, and the comments in the speech
the Minister presented to the House to-
night. Certainly It has become well nigh
impossible for companies to provide ser-
vices. Their costs are being pushed up.
They have problems in shipping and in
basic developments, and, once the devel-
opments are made, they have problems In
continuing the operations because of lab-
our problems.

I do not blame the Australian working
man. I believe that, allowed to do his Job
properly and diligently, he can match
anyone in the world. The difficulty lies in
getting militant unions to allow Austra-
lian workers to do the work they wish to
do.

When there was a certain amount of
muted laughter from this side of the
Chamber, a comment was made about
giggling girls. The honourable member
seems to like that expression; he has used
it more than once. I fail to understand his
preoccupation with It. If he wishes to find
a reason for the muted laughter which
greets him at times he does not need to
look far. If he wishes to throw the respon-
sibility for his actions back onto other
members with that kind of comment, he
needs to take a good long look at himself.

I do not think It is a comment worthy
of a member of this Chamber to refer to
other people as giggling girls; not that
there Is anything wrong with giggling girls,
but when it is used in such a disparaging
manner it is a term to which I think three
members of this House could take very
strong exception. I hope they have done
so because the term reflects on the female
sex in our community. They are able
to fulfil their part in the comm,::nity and
look after the~mselves quite well, without
that kind of remark being cast on them
to try to belittle another member.

I wish to join other members who have
spoken in wishing the utmost in satis-
faction and enjoyment in the years of re-
tirement to those who are leaving us to-
day. I sincerely hope we see much of them
in this place and that they will comm, back
and make use of it as they are entitled

to do. As they do so we can still draw
on their experience and seek advice from
them. The advice I have had from those
members at times has been extremely
valuable. It is a pity to lose it and I
hope by maintaining their association with
us they will prolong their assistance to us.

To those who are facing election next
year I extend my best wishes. obviously
they will be fighting on different sides
of the Political arena. I have no doubt
I will be assisting some and opposing
others but I wish them well and hope that
if they are successful in the election they
will gain considerable satisfaction from
serving the people in this House. I sup-
port the Bill.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Upper West)
18.15 p.m.): I should like to congratulate
the Government on bringing down its Bud-
get and the associated Appropriation Bill
(General Loan Fund). It appears to me
that the Government will continue in the
coming year in the same satisfactory man-
ner it bas conducted its business over the
last three years. It is a great feeling to
know we have a Government which con-
tinues to look after the people, and to
provide schools and all manner of works
and services in country areas. For this,
I should like to say, "Thank you very
much" to the Government for doing what
it has done over the past three years, and
during the 12 years of administration of
the Brand Government.

When I first entered Parliament, there
was a great lack of police stations
throughout country areas. I am proud to
say that now, every country district I have
represented has a new police station,
quarters, and courthouse. Mr President,
when You were Minister for Justice, you
ensured on a number of occasions that
decent courthouses were built in various
districts, and you would agree that during
those years there has been a great up-
lifting in the standard of this type of
building. Even in the last year, new police
stations have been constructed at Kalbarri
and Jurien Bay,

These buildings will be something to
look back on; they will stand the test of
time. In the future, we will be able to
look back and say, "That is what the
Court Government did during those years."

The same could be said about the pro-
vision of water supplies. I think that
practically every town of any size in my
electorate has adequate water supplies. I
know that country water Supplies are not
paying propositions, but it is a service
which is appreciated by country people,
and cne to which they look forward. Again.
I should like to thank the Government
and those people who did the engineer-
Ing work for the provision of these water
supplies.

The departmental heads, the engineers
and, in fact, everyone associated with this
department are great people to talk to;
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they give one encouragement; they provide
one with an Idea of how they propose to
satisfy the water supply requirements of
a new town, or provide a new supply to an
old town. It has been a pleasure for me to
be able to talk to these departmental
heads over the years and to discover what
terrific chaps they are and what great
edifices they have left behind them, at
which everyone can look and say. "That
was a good job well done."

I refer now to the new hospitals being
constructed throughout Western Australia.
As a country member, it is heartening for
me to look at the list of new hospitals and
to see the amount of work which has been
put into them; a great deal of engineer-
ing and architectural work has been under-
taken by the department. I place on
record the fact that they are great people
to deal with and to talk with about vari-
ous problems. It is good to know they
are working with the Government to get
the right things accomplished.

I have had a great experience over the
years with engineers of the Main Roads
Department. Here again, I would like to
say what tremendous people they have
been to deal with. What a memorial they
have left behind them with their sealed
roads and tremendous bridges, and the
other examples of their engineering ability.
It has been tremendous to mix with
these people and to know that every-
thing they have done has been done in
the interests of the public of Western
Australia: this State has an engineering
ability equal to that of any other country.

I could go through the list and discuss
housing, and the provision of swimming
pools and sporting facilities; these are the
many things the Government has done
since I have been here .

Finally, 1 should like to say, "Thank
you very much" to all the departmental
heads I have had the pleasure of meeting
from time to time. It has been good to
know the great amount of work they have
carried out, and that we have had a
sympathetic Government which constantly
has endeavoured to provide more and
improved country facilities, and that it
will continue to do so.

11 note that in the schedule to the Bill,
another $12 million is to be allocated for
country areas and town water supplies;
$5 million is to be allocated for schools;
and, something like $3 million for upgrad-
tog of the Geraldton and Bunbury har-
bours. These are all projects to build this
great State of ours. Members of Parlia-
ment may come and go. but while we have
departmental heads such as the ones we
have now who will make sure these works
are carried out to the satisfaction of the
people and the Government of the day,
we will continue to progress.

I support the Bill. Without getting
Into any slanging matches In my last ses-
sion of Parliament, I should like to thank
everybody with whom I have had any-
thing to do and in particular, I thank the
departmental heads who have given me
such great assistance over the years.

THE HON. MW. MeAILEEB (Upper West)
[8.21 p.m.l;, I also would like to congratu-
late the Government in bringing down a
balanced Budget, with which this Bill Is
associated, because this balanced Budget
has made a substantial contribution to
economic stability in the State. It shows
the Government certainly has played Its
part, as it promised, in an attempt to
fight inflation. I very much doubt whether
the increased charges imposed a year or
so ago could seriously be said to have
contributed substantially to inflation, be-
cause the costs of the services for which
these charges were made existed, whether
they were borne directly by the users or by
the Government by way of subsidy.

At the same time, the Government has
endeavoured to confine the expenditure of
departments; to restrict their expansion;
to effect economies; and also to achieve
more effective services within those de-
partments.

Westrail could, I think, be taken as a
good example of a department which is
in the process of successfully achieving
these things. It is a pleasure to see the
keenness and enthusiasm of the depart-
mental officers. It has effected economies,
it has successfully competed for new busi-
ness and it has, at the end of a long
planning process of many years, achieved a
most modern operation at Kewdale, For-
restfield, and the East Perth Terminal.

Westrail takes considerable trouble to
consult the local people along its lines be-
fore it makes any move, restrictive or
otherwise, and it usually allows ample time
for consultation before it makes these
moves. There is a willingness to listen to
complaints and there is certainly some
eagerness to Improve services with an eye
to business. This does not mean to say
that my constituents do not have com-
plaints about Westrail. I think the main
area of complaint would be in the pro-
vision of facilities for the transport of
stock. This is particularly apparent now
that there is a threat to road transport,
with the prospect of great increases in the
price of fuel.

At the same time, I should repeat what
has been said before: namely, that West-
rail achieved great credit for its handling
of stock in the drought areas at a time
of crisis. At least the department always
is ready to listen and often to act. It has
been noticeable that at meetings of the
Southern Western Australian Transport
Study in my province Westrail officers
have always been present.
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The Government has initiated a num-
ber of studies and inquiries which 1 hope
will be fruitful for the community in
general and for the country community in
particular. The Southern Western Aus-
tralian Transport Study has caused some
alarm in country communities because it
is felt Its report will tend to have
a centralising effect in the interests of
strict economy. However, I believe this
has been satisfactorily answered by as-
surances the Premier has given both ver-
bally and in a letter to the Oeraldton
Town Council, in which he stated-

... the study is not aiming primarily
at the cheapest, most economic way of
handling transport. It will certainly
calculate this in a theoretical way, but
use it only as a bench mark against
which it can be compared with some
'7 other ways.

The final outcome will be a range
of policies, ranked by total resources
used and with the financial, social and
developmental consequences of each
clearly stated.

I believe it has been also answered by the
money which the Government has been
prepared to put into regional ports and
centres. For instance, Oeraldton residents
have been very pleased with the provision
of finance for the construction of a new
land-backed berth and with the constant
efforts to provide adequate depth of water
both in the harbour and in the channel. It
is a sad fact that the Geraldton Harbour
is so naturally unsuitable that, probably.
no great expansion will ever be possible
adequately to serve the region as it should
be served without in fact providing a
totally new harbour.

I have had a great interest in two other
committees of inquiry: namely, the inquiry
into pensioners' benefits and conditions
and the more recent inquiry into rural
services and facilities. The scope of the
pensioner inquiry was- very wide and in-
cluded many matters, some of which were
Federal in character and others which
related to other States. The report pro-
posed and recommended many solutions
to the various problems, but many of these
were not within the power of this Govern-
ment to implement. It forwarded the
report to the Commonwealth Government
and the Governments of the other States
which, to my knowledge, have done little
more than acknowledge its receipt, if that.

The Inquiry was marred by the refusal
of the Pensioners' League to participate.
However. in fact many Individual pen-
sioners did so, and they feel a natural
disappointment that, to this point, not a
great deal has resulted from the inquiry.
It was true it was conducted at a time of
financial stringency and that many of the
recommendations were too costly. Never-
theless, I too feel disappointed that more
progress has not been made with at least

Wine of the recommendations and I hope
that in the coming year it will be possible
to implement some of them.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: When we get
the report of the income review committee.
we will know where we are going.

The Ron. M. McALEER: The rural in-
quiry conducted by the Bureau of Con-
sumer Affairs was greeted with some scep-
ticism in various parts of my Province. It
was felt it would deal with Problems al-
ready well aired by the various repre-
sentative groups such as local government.
P & Cs, farmers' associations and so on,
and often aired in detail to various mem-
bers of Parliament. Nevertheless, in the
main it was well supported in the various
centres, particularly by local government,
and often, if the number of people present
was small, the quality of comment was
quite high.

I attended 10 of these meetings in my
province and, without exception, people
who went along were pleasantly surprised
at the method and manner in which the
meetings were conducted by the consultant
to the Bureau of Consumer Affairs (Mr
Athol Barrett). As a result, all the people
at those meetings acquired an interest in
the subject which previously they did not
have.

I hope that as the inquiry was well
recorded and documented it will not be
long before its report Is presented. I do
not think It reveals any new disability;
I do not think It has Provided any world-
shattering solutions, but nevertheless many
people have put themselves out to support
it, and they will be interested to receive
the whole picture as it will emerge from
the report.

1, too, greatly regret your retirement,
Mr President, and the retirement, of
other senior members of this House. I
would like to thank you for the many
kindnesses and -courtesies you have ex-
tended to me. I thank my colleague, Mr
Heitman, particularly for his great assist-
ance to me over the Past three years. I
regret very much that both he and you,
Mr President, are retiring.

THE HON. V. J1. FERRY (South-West)
C8.31 p.m.]: I take this opportunity in
supporting the Bill to make a few observa-
tions, particularly regarding the south-west
of this State. I wish to record my appre-
ciation of the very real help which the
Government has given to the south-west
region of the State. This has been demon-
strated in many ways, but I do not intend
to go through them all, because the list
is quite long. However, one or two items
do stand out, and they exemplify what I
am saying.

Firstly, I refer to the progress that is
being made on the new hospital at Bus-
selton. The Busselton area has needed a
new hospital for some considerable time,
and it is wonderful to see the hospital well
and truly under construction. It will not



(Tuesday, 30 November, 19761 44

be all that long before it benefits the dis-
trict by being operative in every respect.
I am pleased to see the Government has
seen fit to make funds available for this
programme.

While touching on the subject of hospi-
tals I wish to record my thanks for the
assistance given by the Government to up-
grade the Yarloop Hospital. which in my
opinion is a very unique one. It is rela-
tively small, but it serves a wonderful comn-
munity. The hospital is served by dedi-
cated doctors and staff.- I suggest that the
Yarloop Hospital sets an example which is
worthy of any community in Australia. It
is backed by the community, and the func-
tions it performs are first rate. Additions
and renovations are to be effected at the
Harvey Hospital in the near future, for
which I am grateful.

On the provision of schools I would like
to emphasise again the need for a covered
assembly area to be provided at the Bus-
selton Senior High School. I know that
the Government, through the Education
Department and the Minister for Educa-
tion, are doing all they can to provide
covered assembly areas, particularly in
senior high schools. I do wish to record
the need for a covered area to be provided
at Busselton High Schooi. It has been pro-
jected for some time, and with the climate
in the south-west being as it Is, this fac-
ility is more important at Busselton than
in other parts of the State. I will continue
my representations to bring about this
development in due time.

Progress has been made for other school
facilities to be phased in, and here I make
particular reference to the new primary
school which will take in pupils at the be-
ginning of the school year in 1977. This
will service the Withers area of Bunbury.
This school sets the pattern to the need
of providing modern school facilities for
an expanding population, and the Withers
area of Bunbury is deserving of this fac-
ility.

In company with the member for Bun-
bury (Mr John Sibson) I have been very
happy to make representations to the
Government on this and other matters.
The Government has been willing at all
times to do what it can to provide the re-
quired facilities for the people.

In my view the Government Employees'
Housing Authority has done a tremendous
job since its establishment a few years
ago under the Brand Government. This
has put the Government employees on a
sound footing, and has been the means of
providing adequate housing for them. 1
recognise there are still saome areas where
housing is not yet up to what one might
describe as a fair and reasonable standard.
However, with the progress that is being
made to eliminate areas of perhaps less
than desirable accommodation, I have nio

doubt that before long the whole State
will have reasonable accommodation for
all employees covered by that authority.

Talking of the south-west, one always
thinks of the focal point for the south-
west; that is, the new inner harbour at
Bunbury. It Is well known that the Gov-
ernment has been very vigorous in its de-
termination to establish this international
port so that it is adequate to service large
ships. That is the key to the south-west. I
hope the work will continue. I notice that
in the Loan Estimates for this financial
year more money has been made available
for the extension of the harbour works. I
have no doubt that as time goes on, long
after I have departed from this world, the
Port of Bunibury will become a major port
in Western Australia.

Provision has been made for something
like 16 berths, should that number be re-
quired. When we view Fremantle Harbour
today we find that It is a little larger than
what the Port of Bunbury will be in the
years ahead. The people of the south-
west appreciate the efforts made at the
Government level to provide this facility
to service industry, not only in Bunbury
but also in the hinterland. After all, Bun-
bury is the port region for diverse indus-
tries. As a representative of the area I am
keenly aware of the need for this facility.

I also note that In the allocation of
funds for this financial year the Forests
Department has earmarked $2 million in
round figures for forestry development.
This is vital to the south-west. I am sure
members have heard me on other occa-
sions mention the programme of planting
to be implemented in what is known as the
Donnybrook sunkland region. It is the tri-
angle bounded by Donnybrook, Margaret
River, and Nannup.

This programme over the next 30 years
will provide not only a wonderful softwood
reserve in the area and to the industries of
this State, but also much needed employ-
ment In forestry activities. It will bene-
fit the towns of the region, the Port of
Bunbury, and Indeed the whole of Western
Australia.

It is not just a forestry programme: it is
a complex programme whereby people will
benefit through the areas that have been
set aside for recreational purposes, includ-
ing the Blackwood River and its waters.
These areas will be protected permanently.

Similar areas are to be set aside for flora
and fauna, and special areas comprising
some wonderful stands of eucalypts-par-
ticularly the jarrah species-are to be
reserved for all timne. This is an exciting
project which the Forests Department has
undertaken, and it will cost well in excess
of $30 million by the time it Is fully Imple-
mented.

That sort of development Will spin off
into other sectors of the community in
many ways. Tourism in the south-west of
the State is just beginning, and we know
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about the well-known tourist spots, the First of all, we notice that for freezers
south coast scenery, the timber Industry,
the beaches, and the caves. Now, of course,
we have a new dimension in the Margaret
River-Eusselton area; I refer to the grape
growing area which will produce wine.
Indeed, we do have the commencement of
a very new industry-uarron farming.

This is an exciting area, and the tourist
industry has been stimulated by these new
projects in the south-west. Eastern States
entrepreneurs of the tourist industry are
already making inquiries to include these
new projects in their itineraries, and this
will benefit not only the south-west but
also the whole of Western Australia.

I conclude by mentioning the very heavy
legislative programme that has been dealt
with In this parliamentary session. I Will
leave It to the Minister for Justice at a
later stage this evening to give us the
actual statistics relating to this legislative
programme. At the moment I make the
suggestion that we have dealt with some-
thing like 150 Bills during this session, give
or take one or two; and that represents a
very heavy legislative programme.

In my experience it has probably been
the heaviest Parliamentary session in the
12 years that I have been a member. It
does one good to read through the types
of legislation that have been handled by
this House. One cannot help coming to the
realisation that much of this legislation
has been directed to helping people. I refer
particularly to the Bills introduced by the
Attorney-General to assist people in the
legal situation, such as those introduced
for the purpose of setting up special courts
and the Family Court. It is worth while
to take note of the types of Bills that have
passed through this Parliament. and to
reflect on what they are designed to
achieve and, in fact, will do to assist Wes-
tern Australian citizens.

I would like to Join with other members
who have expressed their sentiments
regarding the number of our colleagues
who have elected to retire from Parliament
at the end of the current term. I do not
wish to name them individually, except to
wish each and every one of them a long
and happy retirement. We will miss them
not only here and in Parliament House,
but also in our bowling games.

To my colleagues I wish them a very
happy Christmas, and I look forward to
the year ahead with a great deal of expec-
tation. I have no doubt that most mem-
bers who are now here have expectations
of returning to carry on their work for the
State. I have Pleasure In supporting the
Bill.

THE HON. J. C. TOZER (North) [8.44
P.m.]: I want to draw the attention of
the House to two or three items in the
Loan Estimates. Firstly I refer to item
No. 6 relating to the expenditure on public
works. I believe that in the two items
mentioned we see signs of things to come.

and chillers in the north-west ports an
amount of $10 000 has been set aside. This
is not a big sum, but it is significant that
it has been included in the Loan Estim-
ates, because the need for these facilities
in the transit sheds on the wharf is
most important. Very shortly I would
like to expand on this aspect.

We also see an item relating to jetties
and berths, and an amount of $180 000
has been provided for improvements at
Wyndham for this purpose. Here again
the same significance arises; clearly this
expenditure is not directly associated with
the activities of the State Shipping Ser-
vice, but more with the need to service
overseas ships that transport the meat
from Wyndham, either frozen in packs, or
as live cattle shipped from this port.

In addition, of course, bulk fuel comes
in and we hope we will see an increasing
quantity of produce coming from Kunu-
nurra across this wharf at Wyndham.

The next item I refer to reveals that
the Port Hedland Port Authority will
spend over $.5 million this year. Perhaps
of more significance is that last year the
authority spent over $5 million on dredg-
Ing and channel widening. I think that
is indicative of the capacity of this port
authority that, from its own resources, it
is able to carry out work of that mag-
nitude. The $.5 million we see for this
Year's Programme is designed to finish off
the work largely carried out in the last
year's capital works programme.

I draw to the attention of members the
situation with regard to the northern Ports
because they are significant to the future
of our region and, coupled with that, to
the future of the State Shipping Service.
Clearly, the State is going through a
traumatic period of assessing the needs
for shipping, and shipping facilities in our
northern ports.

On the 25th November, the Minister for
Transport announced the appointment of
an expert to study marketing. I will quote
from his statement, in part, as follows-

The State Government is to engage
an overseas marketing expert to in-
vestigate the State Shipping Service
and its future cargoes.

The Minister for Transport, Mr Th. J.
O'Connor, said the expert Mr Leonard
Brueton, would start his urgent study
as soon as he is released by the Bay
of Plenty Harbour Board.

Mr O'Connor said: "The State Gov-
erment is doing everything it possibly
can to find new cargoes and to make
the State Shipping Service a viable
operation.

"It hopes this new marketing study
will offer a new course of action."

The Press release states further-
The marketing study into the State

Shipping Service is expected to tak.
about one month.
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I do not think anyone can be very
sanguine about the results of that study.
We have had several comprehensive
studies over the last decade or so. Capt
Williams, an emminent consultant, re-
ported at length on the State Shipping
Service and the requirements for re-equip-
ping the service. W. D. Scott arnd Associ-
ates produced another report, but it
seemed to be orientated towards the
efficiency of the operation as it existed.
Perhaps one could question whether the
changes which were made were warranted,
or whether it merely expanded the
hierarchy and provided each senior execu-
tive with a compartment of activities.
That seemed to be the way the State
Shipping Service was changed. In addition
to those two reports, there have been
others, but the two I have mentioned
come to mind immediately.

It will be realised that the statement by
the Minister for Transport (Mr O'Connor)
immediately followed the announcement
of the laying up of the M.V. Beroona.
That was the State ship, one of four,' to
be taken off the northern service in the
middle of the year. It was taken off the
north-west service and put on a trial
interstate run.

Needless to say, immediately following
that announcement there was some pub-
licity in the Sunday Independent. The
article which appeared had a measure of
humour. It was written by Dennis Lingane,
and headed, "Mastermind of sit-in". The
article, highlighted the activities of Mr
Terry Rawling and, in part, reads-

Terry and his union are now batt-
ling to save the State Shipping
Service, which he claims is being
deliberately sabotaged.

it is hard to explain the rationale behind
such comments when we see that in the
Consolidated Revenue Budget-included in
the Hill which was before us earlier this
evening-item 165 sets out that the West-
ern Australian Coastal Shipping Commis-
sian is to be recouped for losses during
1966-67 to the extent of $6 453 000. That
does not sound like a Government which
is subjecting the State Shipping Service
to closing down. It shows that the State
Government is facing up to its responsi-
bility to maintain the State Shipping
Service; it Indicates the extent of the
allocation set aside to achieve this.

Mr Terry Rawlings stated that the
Tonkin Government upgraded the State
Shipping Service. Quite frankly, it is
difficult to Justify that statement. The
State Shipping Service has been upgraded
consistently by * the Liberal Government
over the last decade. I refer to the pur-
chase of the Ifabbarli and the Don gaTa,
and the "jumbo-izing" of the Koolama and
th, Don gara in Hong Kong.

In point of fact, a replacement fund
1s created by the Brand Government

before it went out of office in 1971. The

Brand Government sent a specialist over-
seas to assess the best type of ship for
the north-west run. It is difficult to
understand how it can be claimed the
Tonkin Government was responsible for
upgrading the State Shipping Service. The
article continues--

With four modern ships, the 585
provided a regular weekly service to
the North-West that was cheaper
than road service.

Earlier this year the Beroona was
taken off the run because the service
was losing so much money.

That is so, but the reason for the loss was
that there was no cargo available, and I
will expand on that later. The attempt
to gain cargo for the interstate run could
not have been more meritorious or more
persistent. At least there was an attempt
to make the MV. Beroona pay its way,

No-one does not regret the fact that we
have to take a ship out of the service and
lay it up; no-one-the Government, the
People of the north, the men working on
the ships, or the people of the State who
are paying the costs--everyone is a loser
in this particular deal.

On the 29th November, The West Aus-
tralian published a very interesting article
by Don Scott who has been a reliable ob-
server of the northern scene over many
years. The article was headed-"No easy
solution for S....It clearly sets out the
complexity of the problem and, in part,
reads--

The problems facing the State Ship-
ping Service, soon to be investigated
by a marketing expert, will not be
easy to solve.

Many People have tried many things
In recent years. None has had any
lasting success.

The problems aire easy to recognise
but apparently are insoluble.

There does not seem to be a chance
of the revenue earned from cargo
ever coming close to the operating
costs.

As a commercial venture the run
from Fremaantle to Darwin and North-
West Ports and back to Freman tie
run would be a disaster.

It is an unfortunate fact that I must agree
with what Don Smith has to say on this
matter. The article further states-

The big question that governments
have to determine from time to time
is how much of the State's money can
continue to be spent in this way as
a subsidy.

With this question goes another:
w'hat choices are there?

The biggest breakthroughs the ser-
vice has had since the World War
were the decisions to give it its own
two berth terminal at Fremantle and
to re-equip the fleet with bigger, more
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suitable unit-load type ships instead
of the smaller cargo and cargo-pas-
senger ships.

The cargo could be placed in the terminal
for on-shipment as soon as the ships
come into port. The second one was the
unit-type ship to which Terry Rawlings
made an oblique reference.

There were several phases through
which the service Passed, which gave hope
of better things. I can recall the round
Australia voyages. They were popular
while they lasted, and while the ships were
able to cart cotton from Kununurra to
the mills in the Eastern States. Those
ships carried passengers at a losing rate-
it must be admitted-but there was a
necessity for the service to the Eastern
States. However, the passenger compon-
ent of the service became too expensive to
retain, and had to be abandoned.

In 1968 Thomas Nationwide Transport
cardied out a detailed survey of the whole
situation with the intention of offering
the State a price to purchase the whole
service. The State applied certain con-
ditions relating to the services which had
to be provided for the people of the north,
but after the study TNT had to Pull out;
it was not a proposition for that company.

Subsequent to that, there were discus-
sions with regard to the LAASH-type ships.
It was -a ship which was to carry small
lighters, which would be off-loaded at the
various north-west ports. The idea was
that the ships would continue on their
normal run while the small lighters were
towed into port and the emply lighters
were picked up south-hound However, that
was found to be a completely uneconomical
proposition and had to be abandoned.

I will return to what Don Scott had to
say with regard to this question. His
article continues--

Anyone looking at the problem
realises that some means of getting
the necessities of life and industry to
the North of the State will remain
for a long time.

With that accepted, there are the
questions: How can this best be done?
What are the choices, If any, to a
State-owned money-losing shipping
service?

A real conundrum, I hope that Mr Brue-
ton can be inspired and come up with a
solution.

On Monday the 29th November, the
same day, The West Australian published
a leading article which referred to the
same question. It was headed "Shipping
poser" and, in part, read-

only a super optimist would expect
the Proposed new study Into the State
Shipping Service's operations to pro-
duce a tailor-made solution to the
service's economic problems.

The article goes on-
It has been a victim of the ailment

afflicting shipping around Australia--
general cargo carried by conventional
ships has been priced out of the mar-
ket.

The article goes on-nat quite accurately-
and state--

It is clear that a shipping service to
the Kimberleys is essential. Its future
as a major carrier to the Filbara is
more obscure. But doubtless it would
get a fillip from Pilbara. development
both planned and in prospect.

Major construction projects in the P11-
barn will not, in fact, be a fillip to the
State Shipping Service. I have extreme
doubts about the statement. I believe that
with almost all cargoes road transport
Will out-bid the ships. We may see re-
source development in the Kimnberley. We
may see refractory bauxite exported from
the Mitchell Plateau, and we could see
development of the base minerals by
Aquitaine near Kununurra. These de-
velopments will, of course, give a short-
term boost to the life of the State Ship-
ping Service to the Kimberley. The last
Paragraph of the leading article reads
as follows-

It is inconceivable that any govern-
ment would set out to scrap the ser-
vice. The best the Government can
hope for is to strive for a realistic
balance between the cost to the users
of the service and the cost to tax-
payers.

I think it is worth looking at what we are
confronted with in a little more detail
although it seems apparent that it is a
fairly hopeless situation. The very nature
of the task adds to its insolubility. Firstly
we have the situation that it is all one-
way loading-ships have to return empty.
This does not make for economic opera-
tions--in fact it is a nearly impossible
operation economically speaking. Then we
have our tidal ports. The operation of
container services in these circumstances
Is very difficult, and in any case the
volume of cargo that is handled would
scarcely warrant the major installations
that would be required.

We could look at roll-on roll-off ships,
but again it is an impossible task to adapt
these ships to a tidal port. Already I
have referred to the LASH concept which
by its very cost priced itself out of con-
sideration. So we come to the unit
loaders-the four ships we have now.
These ships are able to carry standard
size containers, and in fact they do this,
as well as smaller containers. In addition
they carry unitised cargo of all descrip-
tions, whether bricks, building materials,
grocery containers, or anything else. So
we must regard the ships we have as prob-
ably about the best compromise that we
could reasonably expect when we were
seeking to re-equip our service.
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We have looked at the basic difficulties
of what makes this a difficult task to
solve. Then we look at the conditions and
standards demanded by our Australian
seamen.

I1 want to see the best standard it is
Possible to achieve for all our working
men, including the seamen on the State
ships. However, we must be prepared to
Day the cost if we make our standards
too outrageous. I am talking not only
about the quarters, but also about con-
ditions generally.

A very good article appeared on the 26th
July of this year in The Australan. I would
like to read the whole article, but it would
take too long so I will not do so. It de-
scribes the attempts of the Australian
National Line to break into the iron ore
traffic to Japan. This article was printed
about the time the maritime unions were
discussing the blackballing of any ship
in any port that refused to handle the
Australian National Line ships. We looked
like having a major confrontation in Port
Hedland at that time. I will read one
paragraph of this article. I should explain
that the "Pioneer" referred to is the
Australian Pioneer built for the Australian
National Line and it is 122 000 dead weight
tonnes. The article reads--

The Pioneer would take a crew of
40 against the Japanese ship's 26.

That is a Japanese ship of the same
capacity. To continue-

The Australian crews would average
26 weeks of paid holidays compared
to only 1.7 weeks for the Japanese
crews.

It is interesting to go back to the article
that appeared in the Sunday Independent
and we find that the crew of the Beroone
is 62, and Yet the Japanese have a 122 000
dead weight tonne ship running with a
crew of 26. The last paragraph in this
article reads as follows-

Nippon Steel officials have hinted
that the Australian Government might
have to subsidise the difference be-
tween the acceptable freight rates and
the breakdown levels.

They said that this could amount
to several million dollars a year.

That may well be the cast to the Aus-
tralian Government to keep the Australian
National Line on the run-the four bulk
iron ore carriers of the Australian National
Line carrying iron ore between the Pilbara
and Japanese ports or any other overseas
ports.

This Is not a problem of Australia alone:
it is a problem of many western countries.
In the German Tribune of the 22nd Aug-
ust, 1976, an article appeared under the
headline, "Shipowners must manage with
smaller crews lest they founder." The
article is talking essentially about Ship-
owners in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many. It speaks in detail of the wasted

manpower on those Ships now. I would
like to read portion of the article which
refers to a ship which is being construc-
ted to overcome these manning problems.
It Says-

The Hamburg model freighter will
be powered by 10000 horse power. It
will be 150 metres (492 ft) long with
a draft of nine metres (29.5 ft). It is
designed to be manned by a crew of
twelve.

The association's most far-reaching
proposal, however-

This is the Association of Shipowners. To
continue-

-- is for a reform of careers training
in the merchant navy that would en-
tail the abolition of existing distinc-
tions. between deck hands, engineers
and other officers.

Only three main distinctions will
remain, crew members being either
officers, master tradesmen or ABs. But
with crews smaller in number and the
skills required of them increasingly
complex and sophisticated, all grades
will need to be given a more thorough
grounding than at present.

The article goes on to describe how a
master will not only have to take his place
on the bridge but he will have to be so
equipped that he can look after the engine
room as well. This is the way other west-
ern nations are looking at the problem
that also confronts the Australian mari-
time industry; possbly it is not as had
as it Is here at this stage of time, but it
is of the same nature, and certainly the
manner in which Australian seamen, in
fact all people involved in the maritime
industry, have to be looking at the future.

It is a most difficult problem, this com-
plete cost structure under which we are
forced to work. While I have been talking
about ships I must refer also to the Fre-
mantle Port Authority charges, or charges
generally, for handling ships at out-ports,
such as the northern ports.

We have to sit down and look at the
possible steps we have to take. I do not
think we can use the term "looking at
solutions", but we have to look at what
can be done with the least adverse affect
to everyone concerned. By using the term
"'everyone concerned" I am talking not
only of the people of the north who have
to pay for the goods carried by the State
ships, hut also I am thinking of the work-
ers employed on the ships and those work-
ing on the wharves in the northern ports,
and I am thinking of the taxpayers of
Western Australia who are paying this
deficit of $6.5 million in the current fin-
ancial year.

I1 would like to refer to the report of
the Di)rector-General of Transport for the
year ended the 30th June, 1976. Mr Knox
had a great deal to say about the State
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Shipping Service and he Justified his state-
ment by quoting the particular section of
the State Transport Co-ordination Act of
1908. Section 21 (1) (h) states--

The Director general of Transport
Is charged with the duty of recom-
mending to the Minister the closure
or Partial suspension of any trans-
port service, including a railway.

Without going through the detail MY Knox
has included in his report, I will read only
his recommendations. He said-

With all of the foregoing in mind
the only logical advice we have been
able to give the Government is as
follows:-

Given that two ships can handle
all the Kimberley and Darwin
freight likely to be offering for
some time to come, making be-
tween them say 30 voyages per
year:

guarantee continuity of service
to Darwin and Kimberley seek-
ing to use two of the existing
ships for as long as possible:
export (sell overseas) two ships
when ultimately required to do
so by the Commonwealth , ceas-
Ing to serve the Pilbara.

Mr Knox points out that this is an un-
palatable recommendation, and it is un-
palatable to me as well as to everybody
else. However, it is the sort of thing we
must face up to.

Following that report the maritime
unions spoke up of course, and I have here
a full page advertisement that appeared
in the Press on the 28th August, 1976. This
advertisement was inserted by the Sea-
man's Union and it outlines some of the
facts of the matter. I think I should read
the headline If nothing else. It states-

Is Sir Charles Court really out to
torpedo the State Shipping Service?

How much will it cost the people of
the North West and Darwin if he is
successful?

It then goes on to outline many of the
factors involved, some very relevant and
some not relevant at all, and perhaps a
little inaccurate.

The Hon. S. J. Del)lar: That is Inter-
pretation.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: In the corner
of the page there is a cut out section so
that anyone reading that newspaper on
the 28th August could send this portion to
Sir Charles Court with these words-

I demand the retention of the State
Shipping Service. It Provides a vital
service to the people of the North-
West.

When I asked the Premier how many re-
Plies he received as a result of that ad-
vertisement he had to admit that he had
received none. This surprised me tremend-
ously, and I felt I really should send one

off myself to show at least that one per-
son was concerned and wished to see the
retention of the State ships to serve, not
so much the north-west, but the Kim-
berley ports. However, I believe the
answer to the question posed by the Sea-
man's Union on the top of that full page
advertisement, "Is Sir Charles Court
really out to torpedo the State Shipping
Service?" has been given clearly.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: What paper was
that?

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: This appeared
in The West Australian of the 28th August.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Country edition
or city edition?

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: It appeared in
every paper printed that day by The West
Australian.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Take your pick.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: It makes a dif-
ference.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: The answer
was clearly given because never, since Sir
Charles Court became Minister for the
North-West in 1959, have we had in the
north a greater friend, a person who has
worked harder to support us in our living
conditions and our development in the
region. Of course, a favourite saying of
Sir Charles Court is that development is
not an end in itself but a means to an
end, and the end that he sees, that I see,
and that all of us interested in the north
see, is a better life style, a better total
environment in that region. The very
fact that the Treasurer was prepared to
put $6.5 million in the Consolidated Re-
venue Fund Estimates to offset the losses
for this Year of the State Shipping Ser-
vice is a clear and definite reply to the
Seaman's Union's advertisement of that
date.

On the 22nd September, The West Aus-
tralian carried an article under the head-
ing, "Unions oppose cut in State Shipping".
The article commences-

Fremantle maritime unions held
another meeting yesterday as part of
their campaign to oppose any reduc-
tion in the number of State ships
operating.

Further on it say&.-
We insist that the report is a fabri-

cation of half-truths and personal
opinions and bears no resemblance to
the true facts as we understand them.

Now, the report to which they are re-
ferring is the Director-General of Trans-
Port's report, and I will refer to one or
two of the statistics which will illustrate
how soundly Mr Knox's report was based.
The next paragraph stated-

The meeting decided that the cost
spiral to the people of the Pilbara
would escalate out of sight.
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In response to that, I would say "Non-
sense"; and again I think the figures I
will quote in just a moment will sub-
stantiate that. Then the report said-

The meeting demanded that the
Court government should give a
guarantee that there would be no re-
duction in the State Shipping Ser-
vice's fleet.

This was an unreal request to make. I
believe the State Government has com-
mitted itself to do everything possible to
retain the fleet.

I think the pattern is abundantly clear.
Everywhere in the western world we have
seen it happen. In an article I have here
which appeared in the Merchant Service
Guild magazine-which I think is called
The Log-we read where exactly the same
thing has happened to coastal services
around the Canadian coastline and also in
the United States of America. It is what
happened also on the eastern Australian
coastline, and the Australian National
Line has progressively withdrawn its ser-
vice from Eastern Australia to Darwin. in
1965 when we had a bitumen road as far
as Carnarvon that town was dropped from
the State Shipping Service schedule. We
had a good road to Geraldton, and the
ships continued to call there infrequently
until 1969. Clearly the shipping was not
able to compete with the service offered
by road transport. As with Carnarvon,
Geraldton also lost its service.

By the way, the special cargoes carried
from Geraldton-members will recall that
the ships used to pick up flour that came
from the mill at Geraldton because it
was of a special quality that would last
in the humid climate of the north, and as
a service to the north the ships continued
to call at Geraldtan.

In 1976, the Pilbara has got a bitumen
road and, sadly, we have reached the end
of the line for a regular shipping service
to the Pilbara. If anyone doubts that fore-
cast, just consider the following facts in
respect of the Port of Dampier. In 1973
we had 24 520 tonnes unloaded; in 1974
it was 25060; in 1975 it was 18407; and
for the nine months of 1976 it was 9 404.
Interpolating the figure for a 12 months'
Period-and this is giving an inflated fig-
ure-we have a total for 1976 which may
reach 12 500 tonnes. In other words, it has
dropped by aver one-third in one year.

I will link together Point Walcott and
Point Samson because Point Samson is
no longer operational. We find that for
the same four-year period the tonnages
were 8241. '7479, 4225; and in 1976 the
figure so far Is 1 379: that is the total for
1978 because ships are no longer calling
at either of those ports.

The figures show the same trend at Part
Hedland. In 1973 we had 32 874 tonnes; in
1974 it was 29 421, tonnes; in 1975 it was
32 248 tonnes; and so far in 1975 it is

6 '725 tonnes. interpolating that last fig-
ure for the full 12 months, we find it
amounts to about 9 000 tonnes.

Sadly, Sir, the value of the State Ship-
Ping Service to the Pilbara has ended. In
recent years Port Hedland has been re-
ceiving ships on a weekly basis and has
been unloading a figure of between 400
and 1 000 tonnes from every ship. We are
now getting ships at every 10 or 11 days,
and they are unloading between 70 and
80 tonnes. This indicates what has hap-
pened to the cargo to the Pilbara.

In Cape Lambert when the service was
abandoned in the middle of this year each
ship was unloading on average about 40
tonnes. It was costing $1 000 in tug fees
to tie up each ship. Is it any wonder that
the State ships had to pull out from those
services?

The figures I have given are just the
start. Shipping to the Pilbara is no longer
Competitive, and we can blame the ship-
Ping freight rates that increased by 30
per cent in the middle of 1974, followed
by an increase of 20 per cent at the start
of this Year. We cannot blame anyone for
making those increases; there Just had to
be a limit to the load the taxpayer of
Western Australia could be expected to
carry.

Road transport, as far as the Pilbara.
is concerned, has won the day: and be
assured that despite what I read in that
full-page advertisement, the competition
among the road transport operators isquite fierce. It is a fiercely competitive
trade: and quite contrary to losing a com-
petitor in the form of State ships. We donot need that competition because the
truckers that come there compete for every
single contract that is going. They are
quoting the lowest possible price. Members
may be interested to know that the cost
per tonne per kilometre between Perth
and Port Hedland is lower than the cost
per tenne per kilometre between Sydney
and Melbourne.

As we make better roads, as we seal
and Put bitumen along our roads, as we
create roads that have a heavier axle
loading, and as we introduce double andtriple-bottom transport units, there is no
doubt that road transport will outstrip,
Will outbid, sea transport, under the con-
ditions we operate sea transport on the
Australian coastline.

This is an irreversible trend unless weare going to introduce strong road restric-
tions; that is, to protect a Government
enterprise by restricting the operations of
road operators. To me this is not worthy
Of consideration. I believe this cannot be
countenanced by the Government, and it is
completely unacceptable to the community.

From this Paint of time forward we em-
bark on a double-pronged exercise. Both
Political parties are demanding and plac-
Ing strong emphasis on the sealing of the
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road from the Pilbara to the Kimberley.
Sir Charles Court over the last three years,
and over the last 14 years I know of, has
been strongly advocating that this be
done; and it has been given a sensible
priority with $2 million or $3 million being
spent on it each year,

Mr Jaieson has promised that he will
seal it in three years. This is a physical
impossibility unless he stops all other
works programmes in the north of West-
ern Australia, certainly on the national
highways; I am thinking of the major
undertakings currently going on between
Meekatharra and Newman and between
Halls Creek and Wyndham, which are the
major bitumen projects, and also the
major realignment and reconstruction
project between Fitzroy Crossing and Hal-is
Creek.

Mr Jamieson can be assured that if he
is going to get a bitumen road to Broome
in three years he will not gain favour by
stopping all other significant road works
in the whole of the Plbara and the Kim-
berley.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I hope the
people up there ask him what he intends
to do; they certainly would get misinfor-
mation from You.

The Hon. J. C. TOZER: As I said, both
parties have stated that this road has a
high priority. The Liberal Government
in the next three-year period will make
considerable advancement on this road, as
it has over the first 100 kilometres from
Port Hedland to the Goldsworthy turnoff
in the last year or two. That will continue,
and it will be accelerated as the major
busy stretch between Meekatharra and
Newman will be completed.

Do not forget that for every vehicle
that travels between Port Hedland and
Broomne in a day, there would be possibly
100 vehicles moving between Meekatharra
and Newman. All the goods and all the
nitrates come to Newman from the Mee-
katharra railhead; this is a very busy sec-
tion of road.

Once the road to Broome is sealed the
competitive position of shipping will be
lost completely. I was overstating that;
it should not be said that It will be lost
completely, but the competitive advantage
will be lost. Already they are carting over
300-odd miles of what Is regarded as fairly
rough dirt road; and many traders and
merchants in the Kimberley prefer to use
road transport.

Let me indicate the drop in the State
shipping cargoes. In 1973 in Broome 22 000
tonnes were unloaded; in 1975, 14 350; and
in 1976 the interpolated figure is 11500
tonnes. The figures, for the same period
in Derby are 23 184; 18 081; and 14 200.
Yampi Is out of step, and in point of fact
the amount of cargo unloaded has increased
there. In 1973 the amount was 5 632 ton-
nes; In 1975 It was 9 5a9 tonnes; and the
interpolated figure for 1976 is 8 000 tonnes.
However, the position In Wyndham is the

same as in the other conventional ports,
with the figures for the same respective
years being 26 476 tonnes; 20 558 tonnes;
and 19 000 tonines. So the trend is there
already, and there are many reasons why
this is -so.

Speed is probably the most important
reason. A trader In Derby can ring up
on Thursday and by Monday morning he
can be unloading the goods In his shop.
That is terribly important. The cost of
inventory is something that is not readily
recognised. When using the State Ship-
ping Service, Kimberley traders usually
have paid for the goods before they even
see them, whereas the dealer In Perth
who is utilising his payment period of 30
days has probably sold all the goods before
he has paid for them. The position Is
quite the opposite with the trader in the
Klinberley, where the inventory becomes
an important question for him. So it is
desirable and he sees sense in paying a
little more to get this speed of cargo coin-
ing in.

It is the flexibility also. When we order
a full house quantity of building materials
with the State Shipping Service, we must
order all the materials at one time. Every-
thing needed for the house must come up
In one shipment because of the time It
will be before the next ship arrives. How-
ever, with trucks a person can, with good
planning, order the understructure and
the framing and the roof timbers and then
the fittings over perhaps three or four
weeks, and the goods are coming forward
as he needs them. Of course, his money
Is remaining In his hands Instead of going
to some merchant's bank.

I turn now to the storage space required
when getting goods by road as opposed to
by ship. This is why we have great concern
about the slowing down of the frequency.
By the way, I would assure the House I
still want to see State ships serving Kim-
berley ports. If we are getting a ship every
week, as we have in the past, storage space
Is created accordingly. If there is to be
a ship every 10 or 11 days, as with the
three ships service we must have half as
much again storage space to be able to
carry stock to serve your customers. If the
frequency were reduced to two ships,
clearly the storage space has to be some-
thing like double what it is now. It is a
grave problem, Sir.,

If we adopt the dire cto r- general's advice
we are still going to be In deficit, although
such deficit would be greatly reduced.
There is nothing that is not legitimate
about the Idea of the taxpayer carrying a
burden of this nature. When I say taxpayer
I mean taxpayers of the whole State
rather than just those in the Kimberley. I
think It is a function of every Government
to provide a basic transport service, In
some places it is railroads; in some places
It is road transport. in the Kimnberley it
happens, at this stage of time, to be sea
transport. We know of the deficits created
by sea transport and we know the deficit
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Provided by the railways which are carried
by the State. But, we never ever try to
apportion the cost of the roads: the
colossal sum of money that Is spent on
roads. We do not try to equate that cost
onto the road transport system. In point
of fact, the State is carrying that deficit
caused by the cost of roads. It could be
described as subsidisation of road trans-
Port everywhere in Western Australia and
least of all in northern Western Australia.

So I do not find anything illegitimate
about the idea of asking that the State
provide this thing that has been described
as a subsidy for the people in the north.
However, I do say it has to be kept within
reason.

I think that one thing is quite clear; we
have to decide that we keep the ships and
we meet the deficit, smaller or larger,
whichever the decision is that we reach, or
we decide to sell the ships and remove the
deficit and leave the people only with this
road transport. This is the decision we
have to make.

I will say this that the director-general's
recomnmendation-and I repeat this one
sentence-he suggests that we export two
ships "when ultimately required to do so
by the Commonwealth" and then of course
he refers to ceasing to serve the Pilbara.
I have acknowledged that the Pilbara
should not be served other than for oppor-
tunity cargoes that would pay their way.
Members should be reminded that an
agreement was made with the Common-
wealth when these ships were brought
into the country that by September 1977
in the case of the Wamnbiri and the
Seroonz and in April and July In 1978 In
the case of the Boo galla and the Nyanda
these ships either have to be disposed of or
an order placed for the building of a re-
placement in an Australian shipyard. This
Is something which is quite impossible to
do and if you read that report of Mr
Knox you will see the reason why. We are
talking about capital expenditure of $45
million.

So clearly we have got this two or three
years' breathing space as Mr Knox has
stated that we export two ships when ulti-
mately required to do so by the Common-
wealth. Clearly, we may expect an exten-
sion of time from year to year if, In fact,
the need is there. I am sure the Common-
wealth is not going to ask us to get rid of
those ships, the last two ships, because of
the great importance these ships are to the
people in Darwin and of course to the busi-
ness world In southern Western Australia
who sell their goods in these markets.

What do we do? Where do we go? Sadly
I think the course is quite clear. Firstly we
have to wait for the marketing consultant's
report. Then we have to look at the selling
of two ships. Then we have to look at im-
proving the performance of the State
Shipping Service.

I think there are some things that could
be done and I would like someone to give
serious consideration to the combining of
the operations of the Harbour and Lights
Department as it operates in northern
ports and the State Shipping Service. I
believe there Is a waste of effort here and
I think there is an overlapping of func-
tions: I think that Is something we can
and should consider.

As I said before, I am not criticising
the good conditions under which our sea-
men work, but I think we have to take a
leaf out of the book of those Germans to
whom I referred. We have to improve the
productive capacity of our men who work
on these ships, perhaps retrain them to
have a wider function as is suggested in
both the deck and the engineering field.

One of the things that Mr Terry
Rawlings was advocating when he was
being interviewed by the Sunday indepen-
dent was-

But his other "favourite" thought-
if that is the word-is to get limited
accommodation on board for seamen's
wives.

Well, I do not know, Sir, it might not be
a bad idea but I believe that if we were
going to accede to such a request we should
make it quite clear that that 26 weeks off
they have be reduced by the amount of
time that their wife spends with them on
that ship. I believe the berths the wives
take on those ships should be those vacated
by redundant crew members that are on
there now. We have to reduce the level
of crewing on those ships and we have
to try to get more productivity out of
our seamen who are receiving 26 weeks'
holiday a year.

There is no doubt at all that we have
to press on with the sealing of the road
to Kimberley. That road not only is Sig-
nificant to the carting of produce to
Kinmberley people, but it has a national
significance for defence purposes and also
for tourism. It is not Kimberley-ites who
are travelling on that road; mostly it is
people from other places. Consider then
the sheer economics of the situation;
traders in the southern parts of Western
Australia are going to lose millions of
dollars worth of markets if we do not
seal that road. So it has got a national
importance as well as a personal signifi-
cance to those of us who essentially are
interested In the region.

I wish there was an easy solution. I wish
that we could solve this thing without
some unemployment, some redundancies,
which look likely to occur and r hope that
the whole State of western Australia does
-when I say State I mean the people of
Western Australia-sympathetically view
the needs of our region in sustaining this
deficit for the length of time we need to
have a satisfactory alternative.

In speaking tonight I must take the
opportunity-and I do not want to go
through the details that previous speakers
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have-but I must say that I echo the
sentiments of everyone who has spoken
previously. This is the end of the first half
of my time here. I have certainly found
a great satisfaction in working with you,
Mr President, and the other people of
whom other speakers have spoken and I
do wish You and the others well in the
future.

THE HON. G. E. MASTERS (West)
[9.40 P.m.]: I intend to be very brief. I
think I have said in a previous debate all
that was needed to be said concerning the
finances of this State, I feel I explained
in graphic detail just how responsible our
present Government is and how well it is
performing. Mr Wordsworth gave us some
enlightening facts and set out the pros and
cons of the financial situation very
clearly.

one point that he raised which I think
I should mention, because I think we were
slightly misled by comments from Mr
Claughton-

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I could not
possibly do that.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: He sug-
gested that greater utilisation should be
made of industrial developments and the
like. I think Mr Claughton was suggest-
tng Mr Wordsworth's comments were in-
tended to suggest that more work should
be carried out by the work. force, whereas
in fact Mr Wordsworth was really saying
the facilities Should be used to a muon
greater eilect. We recognise this. It does
not include only factories and the like,
but also includes schools and anywhere
there is heavy investment. Mr Words-
worth said quite clearly that if we are
going to enjoy the standard of living, the
holidays and the conditions that we en-
joy at present-and he did not suggest
that was wrong-we may have to bleed a
little. The matter was as clear as that.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Are you
sure you are talking about my speech?

The Hon- G. E. MLASTERS: J think so.
The best thing to be said about Mr
Claughton's tirade would be we could all
hear it tonight and that was a great dis-
advantage.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Is that a re-
flection on Mr Claughton?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: No. on the
way he spoke, I have indicated that we
have great difficulty in hearing him
plainly. Incidentally, we have not heard
from Mr Dellar, but perhaps we will hear
from him later on.

I think it has been amply demonstrated
the Government is acting responsibly. My
main intention in speaking tonight is
simply to add my good wishes to those
many others which have been directed
to the members retiring from this House
after many years of representation and
very efficient work.

Unfortunately I did not really get to
know the Hon. Torn Ferry very well, but
I appreciated the comments he made and
the speeches that he put forward.

I had closer contact with the Hon. Jack
Heitman, the Chairman of Committees.
AS a new member of this House I learnt
to appreciate his strength of character and
his great determination. If he was as
tenacious in the previous 11 years as he
has been in the recent three years that
I have known him, he has made a, great
contribution and it is a credit to him that
he has risen to the position of Chairman of
Committees. He and the lion. Roy Abbey
are the salt of the earth. They are the
people who have built this State with their
own hands. They are the true developers
of this State. So I extend my best wishes
to the Hon. Jack Heitman. It has been
a great pleasure and privilege to serve
with him in this House and to be part of
his operation.

I have known the Hon. Roy Abbey for
a great deal longer. I have know him for
a period of 12 or 14 years-almost as long
as I have been in Australia-and he also
has influenced me a great deal. I have
spent most of my time in Kalamunda and
he has represented the area as part of the
West Province for that period of time.
Through my activities in local govern-
ment and in helping him at his elections
and his work in the province, I have been
able to understand how he operates and
to appreciate the way he serves the com-
munity. I know the boundaries have
changed, but the fact that the Hon. Roy
Abbey has been able to serve the district
for 19 years and has been able to win
elections regularly with increasing margins
indicates his true value to the electors in
the West Province. In echoing my sincere
thanks for his work over those years and
certainly his support over the past three
years, I also echo the thanks of the people
of West Province.

Although he will be replaced by an
equally efficient man, in this ease, who will
Join me here next year, his retirement will
be a loss to the district and to me person-
ally. He has been a great help in advising
me during my nearly three years in this
House. At times he has been a steadying
influence and at other times he has spurred
me on a little.

I express my appreciation for all he has
done and hope he will enjoy his retire-
ment. I also hope his cattle prosper and
grow and the beef industry will prosper
at the same time.

With reference to yourself, Mr Presi-
dent, it appears I have not seen you at
your best. By the time I explain I amn
sure you will know what I mean. You
have served in this House for quite a
number of years in senior Positions and
apparently have been one of the best par-
liamentarians and tacticians this House
has known. At times you do tend to
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interject and that Is Interesting to me
because I did not think that was per-
mitted.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I anm sorry.

I meant it in the kindest possible way.
During my term here I have appreciated
your position In the Chair and the way
you have run and managed the Legislative
Council. I hope in your retirement your
beef prosper and your farm goes well.
Perhaps you will be able to stand at the
top of your paddock and say, "Ayes to
the left, and Noes to the right."

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Nose to the front!
The Hon. 0. E. MASTERS: Perhaps

Standing Order 181 on page 49 may be
of use to you. it reads-

The President may order a compli-
cated question to be divided.

I do not know whether that will help in
the breeding programme.

I wish you all the best in the future.

THE HON. N. MONEILL (Lower West-
Minister for Justice) [9.47 p.m.): I thank
members for their contributions to the de-
bate which has been useful for a number
of reasons. First of all, and very impor-
tantly, it has provided the opportunity
to members to convey their good wishes
and felicitations to other members includ-
ing 'yourself, Mr President, but more par-
ticularly those who will be retiring volun-
tarily from the Parliament at the end of
their current constitutional term. I will
not enlarge on that subject at the moment
because, as I said earlier, a later oppor-
tunity will be available for me to do so.

Certainly members have used the debate
as an appropriate opportunity to address
themselves to subjects for which they have
become well known. It is rather apt that
that should be the case on an occasion
such as this.

I refer first of all to the Hon. Roy Abbey
who, as one would expect, devoted him-
self to agriculture. I would like to take
a moment or two to reply to the points
he raised, although it will not be a de-
tailed reply to the plea he made on behalf
of agriculture.

The words and sentiments he expressed
are readily received by members and by
the Government. He referred to an item
of $300 000 in the General Loan Fund and
used it as a lead in to his later comments.
I would not like it to be thought that he
or any other member was under the im-
pression that the $300 000 constitutes the
total funds available for agricultural de-
velopment in Western Australia in the
coming year. That amount is for the De-
partment of Agriculture alone and applies
to a very small number of specific projects
which are the department's special re-
sponsibilitly. It does not include a con-
siderable number of items which are

provided for elsewhere, as is the case with
all Government departments. For argu-
ment's sake there is a considerable
sum of, off the cuff, approximately $1.3
million to be devoted to irrigation, draln-
age, and similar works, and one must not
overlook the considerable budget provided
under the Consolidated Revenue Fund Es-
tima tes for salaries and the general opera-
tion of the Department of Agriculture.
Once again, without referring to the fig-
ures, I think that amounts to somewhere
in the vicinity of $19 million, and it is
really from that source that the greatest
amount of work of Lhe department will
emanate. Hopefully and Intentionally this
expenditure will have as one of its ob-
jectives the servicing of agriculture in
order that the ever-increasing burden of
costs can be minimised.

We should not be optimistic enough to
say that these costs wilt be obviated, but
we do hope that there will be an improve-
ment in the general efficiency of agricul-
cure, and that is not meant in any way to
be derogatory of farmers. I merely intend
to convey that we are providing a method
by which farmers can be helped as can the
agricultural community as a whole to mini-
mise that battle against the rising costs of
production which, while adversely affecting
the farmers, is also having a very adverse
elffect on the total Western Australian
economy.

So Mr Abbey's comments are rather apt
and once again are completely consistent
with the objective viewpoint he has ex-
Pressed throughout his career in this Par-
liament-an extensive and distinguished
one.

That provides a lead In for me to com-
ment upon Mr Wordsworth's contribution
which was again rather typical of his con-
tributions. He dealt with the current topic
of devaluation. True, not all members will
necessarily agree with his proposition,
philosophy, or summation of all aspects of
this matter. Nevertheless, an examination
of this nature in the House at such a time
is very appropriate because it helps to
stimulate interest and contributes to a
balanced view being obtained by those who
are prepared to interest themselves in all
the complexities and intricacies of such a
sophisticated move as the current devalu-
ation.

Because Mr Wordsworth's speech on de-
valuation was the subject of interjection
and critical comment from members op-
posite I feel I should say that while
members from time to time make a plea
for a reduction in the confrontation-a
plea which I suppose is directed at trying
to reduce the feeling of animosity between
particular groups-the situation should not
be sectionalised. People are prone to think
that devaluation will be of tremendous
benefit to those in the agricultural indus-
tries and that all other People will suffer.
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1 could not subscribe to such a viewpoint.
Certainly we nope that agriculture will
benefit and that an incentive and stimulus
will be provided for our export industries.
Surely members should be prepared to
visualise that devaluation will benefit the
total economy because it is in the export
industries in particular, whether they be
agricultural, mining, or manufacturing ex-
ports, that the benefits will be passed on
at a progressive rate to the whole elec-
torate and the Australian economy. There-
fore, the rewards will be substantial.

So I join those others who have
emphasised that we should not try to
create an attitude of sectionalism on such
an important item. I am quite sure the
Commonwealth Government does not
necessarily have a particular group of
people or a particular industry in mind.
It has made a move which is designed to
benefit the total economy.

Miss McAleer once again contributed to
the debate something for which she has
already gained a reputation in this House
and her attitude and point of view were
consistent with those adopted in her pre-
vious debates. She commented in objec-
tive terms on inquiries and committees
established by the Government in order
to achieve progress and benefit in trans-
Port and all manner of things throughout
the State.

Mr Tozer likewise, in keeping with the
addresses he has made to the House on
other occasions, spoke on Items of which
he has a considerable knowledge; that is.
the Pilbara and the north-west, and the
operation of the State Shipping Service.
He was not referring to the service alone
but of the benefit that a transport service
provides to the entire north-west of
Western Australia.

Other speakers dealt with matters of
particular concern to their own electorates.
The wide variety of subjects they can-
vassed were covered under the General
Loan Fund Estimates. it must be agreed
that the loan programme foreshadowed is
tremendously varied.

Members have expressed their good
wishes and other members have conveyed
their congratulations to the Government,
and it is appropriate that they should do
this because the works programme is
certainly diversified. Some members. have
taken the opportunity, as well they might,
to draw attention to other projects which
must be carried out in certain areas and
have referred to other Items which require
more attention, with reference being made
to a little more money being spent here
or there.

The fact of the matter is the programme
which has been outlined in the papers
presented to Parliament represents a very
diversified and certainly a very compre-
hensive attack on the enormous problem
facing a small State in a large State. I
Pm sure that is not Irish to you, Mr

President, and my meaning will be clear.
For loan funds in excess of $170 million
to be spread over a State such as this to
achieve the greatest possible benefit and
return is no easy task. But I believe
there has been a very genuine and success-
ful effort in these allocations on the part
of the Government, and the Treasury in
particular, in response to the requirements
of this tremendous and diversified State
of ours.

I thank members for their contributions
to the debate. I am glad they have been
prepared to accept these Loan Fund
Estimates so readily, and I join with all
those who have expressed their felieita-
tions. May I also say I appreciate the
remarks which have been directed towards
me and my colleagues as Ministers in
this H-ouse.

I comnmend the Bill to the House.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and Passed.

LOAN BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by the Hon. N. McNeill (Minister
for Justice), read a first time.

Second Reading
THE BON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-

Minister for Justice) [10.06 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
Authority is sought each year through a
measure of this nature for the raising of
loans to finance certain works and services
detailed in the Estimates of Expenditure
from the General Loan Fund.

This Bill seeks to provide the necessary
authority to raise loans not exceeding $92.8
million for the purposes listed in the first
schedule. The borrowing authority being
sought for each of the several works and
services listed in that schedule does not
necessarily coincide with the estimated
expenditure on that item during the cur-
rent financial year.

Unused balances of previous authorisa-
tions have been taken into account and,
in the case of projects of a continuing
nature, sufficient new borrowing authority
has been provided to enable work to be
carried on for a period of about six months
after the close of the financial year. Such
provision is in line with normal practice,
and ensures continuity of works pending
the passage of next year's Loan Bill.
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Details of the condition of the various
loan authorities are set out at Pages 38
to 41 of the Loan Estimates. Those pages
also provide information relating to the
appropriation of loan repayments received
in 1974-75; the allocation of Common-
wealth general purpose capital grants; and
the distribution of $8 million transferred
from short-term investment earnings
accumulated in 1974-75.

The main purpose of the Bill is to pro-
vide the necessary authority to raise loans
to help finance the State's capital works
programme. Borrowings for and on behalf
of the State Governments and conversions.
renewals, redemptions, and consolidations
of the public debt of the States are, with
limited exceptions, arranged by the Com-
monwealth Government.

The Commonwealth is empowered to do
this under the terms of the Financial
Agreement, 1927. The Australian Loan
Council, established under this agreement,
determines the annual borrowing pro-
gramnme for the Conmnonwealth and each
of the States, and prescribes the terms
and conditions of loans raised to finance
the programme.

Since 1970-71, the Commonwealth has
provided part of the State's Loan Council
programme in the form of interest-f ree
capital grants. These grants are made
available to assist the States in financing
capital works from which debt charges are
not normally recoverable. Such works
would include schools and police buildings.

As these capital grants replace borrow-
ings which would otherwise have to be
raised by the States, they represent sub-
stantial savings to the States in debt
charges.

The Loan Council, at the June, 1916,
meeting, approved a total State Govern-
ment programme for 1976-77 of $1 356
million. Of this total two-thirds, or $904
million, will be represented by borrowings,
and one-third, or $452 million, will be
provided as capital rants to the States.

Western Australia's borrowing alloca-
tion for 1976-77 is $84.2 million, whilst its
capital grant amounts to $42.1 million.

As I mentioned earlier, all borrowings
on behalf of the State Governments are,
with limited exceptions, arranged by the
Commonwealth. When the Proceeds of
public borrowings available for this pur-
pose are insufficient to finance the States'
programmes, the Commonwealth makes up
the shortfall by subscribing the required
amount to a special loan, Proceeds of
which are allocated to the States. The
amounts made available in this way rep-
resent State debt and are subject to terms
and conditions similar to those offered
in the most recent public loan raised in
Australia.

This arrangement has been of practical
benefit to the States, particularly In times
of tight liquidity, inasmuch as it has en-
abled us to Proceed with Planned works

programmes each financial year, secure
in the knowledge that the full Loan
Council allocation will be forthcoming.

It is unfortunate that a similar under-
taking has not been given by the Com-
monwealth in respect of the borrowing
Programme for larger State semi-gov-
ernrnental and local authorities.

Under a "gentlemen's agreement", origi-
nating in 1936, the Loan Council approves
an aggregate annual borrowing programme
for the larger authorities which comprise
those wishing to raise in excess of $800 000
in new borrowings during the financial
year. In increasing the limit from $700 000
to $800 000 last June, the Loan Council
provided a small measure of relief to the
mounting demand by these larger authori-
ties for loan funds.

The total borrowing programme for
larger State authorities in 1976-77 has
been set by the Loan Council at $960 mil-
lion, of which Western Australia has been
allocated $45.4 million. Distribution of
this amount is detailed on Page 42 of the
Loan Estimates.

This Bill also seeks authority for an
appropriation to meet interest and sinking
fund on loans raised under this and Pre-
vious Loan Acts. It charges these pay-
ments to the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Authority is also sought to allow the
balances of Previous authorisations to be
applied to other items. The second
schedule sets out the amounts to be re-
appropriated and the Loan Acts which
authorise the original appropriations. The
items to which the amounts are to be
applied are set out in the third schedule.

Members will appreciate this is one of
the formal Bills necessary to approve the
loan raisings, and must be read in con-
junction with the more detailed and speci-
fic Hill relating to the actual General Loan
Fund Estimates.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned until a later stage of

the sitting, on motion by the Hon. S. J.
Dellar.

(Continued. on page No. 4683).
Sitting suspended from 10.12 to 11.28 P.m.

CRIMIFNAL CODE AM4ENDMENT
BILL (No. 3)

Returned
Bill returned from the Assembly with

amendments.
Assembly's Amendments: In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (the Hon.
J. Heitman) in the Chair; the Hon. 1. 0.
Medcalf (Attorney-General) in charge of
the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendments
made by the Assembly are as follows-

No. 1.
Page 2, line 3--Insert after the word

"and" the words "they are".
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No. 2. word "is" in parenthesis-or 'not residing
Page 2, line 4-Delete the words "as

her".

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: Recently I
heard Mr flans say we in this Chamber
should insist upon our rights and that the
Legislative Assembly had no right to
amend Bills the Legislative Council had
passed. He was very forthright in de-
manding that we would stand up for our
rights and take no nonsense from the As-
sembly.

The Legislative Assembly has the ef-
frontery to suggest that we should amend
the Bill that we had previously passed,
and it is suggesting that we insert the
words "they are" and delete the words "as
her". This seems to be a matter of some
moment, and one we should not overlook
lightly! We must bear in mind the com-
ments of the Leader of the Opposition the
other night when he enjoined us not to
surrender our rights because we are a
Chamber of Review. It seems now our
legislation is being reviewed by the other
Chamber, and I do not know if we should
take this lying down. However, in view
of the fact that it is 11.33 p.m. and we
may have to appoint a conference of man-
agers if we disagree with the amendments,
it may be a case where discretion is the
better part of valour!

I suppose one could argue that "she"
and "her" mean the same thing, but we
have been asked to delete the words "as
her" and insert the words "they are".

The Hon. B. F. Claughton: Does that
include giggling girls?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Well, are they?
The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: However, we

are dealing with the crime of rape under
the Criminal Code and I do not propose to
make an issue of these amendments.
Therefore, I move-

That amendments Nos. 1 and 2
made by the Assembly be agreed to.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I am glad the
Attorney-General noted the things I re-
ferred to the other night when he pointed
out that this is a Chamber of Review. I
agree with him; in God we trust; and
under those circumstances discretion is
the better part of valour.

The Hon. N. McNeill: It is a retreat!
The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: It Is a

strategic withdrawal!
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I assert

that this is not grammatically correct. it
seems to me that the Legislative Assembly
has Preferred to be different and in so
doing has deviated so far from the mean-
ing of the passage as to introduce a com-
pletely new phrase. I submit that the only
substitution would be either "hers" or
"She". Either we are saying "not residing
in the same residence as she"-with the

in the same residence as hers" -in rela-
tion to residence.

If we introduce "they are" we have to
add another passage. We cannot say that
there is something in parenthesis because
there is nothing plural in this passage. It
is all singular.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: The Interpreta-
tion Act comes into it somewhere.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: No, it
does not at all.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Aren't you
being sexist?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Homosexual!
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I am not

being sexist.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: She is not being

homosexual, either!
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I am be-

ing grammatical, and this is different.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: Vive la differ-

ence!
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: One can-

not be grammatical while being sexist.
The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Grammatical or

dramatical?
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: Gram-

matical. I cannot understand why the
Legislative Assembly has decided to intro-
duce a new dimension-that is, plural-
into what is singular.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Singular as
one or singular as different?

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The Min-
ister for Education Is spot on. Why intro-
duce a dimension that is plural both lit-
erally and metaphorically? All this Cham-
ber was saying was that we wanted the
correct grammar. We did not want to
introduce a new dimension of plural versus
singular. I must protest that this is cer-
tainly not grammatical.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Let us be
gracious and give the Legislative Assem-
bly a win.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The only
substitution could be "she"-lndcating
"the same residence as she" with the
word "is' understood-or "hers" qualifying
residence.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I am inclined
to think you are right.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: Thank

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: The matter
has very deep overtones. Clearly it is a
conflict between "she" and "hers" and
whether "hers" is In parenthesis or
whether "she" is in the residence or in
the passage is apparently what we must
debate. As to why we have "they are" this
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is because two people are required to per-
form the act about which we are com-
plaining. That explains the plural.

It is a matter of some consequence and
I am still not convinced that we should
not have a Conference of Managers about
this. I do not find the arguments in that
respect persuasive, particularly as it is now
11.30 p.m. But perhaps we can overcome
this.

I know it is rather insulting to the
Chamber that someone should suggest our
grammar is not correct, but perhaps we
could stretch a point and accept this. I
think I know what members in another
place are trying to get at and I think they
are sincere. I hope members will be a
little broadmninded about people whose edu-
cation perhaps does not come up to our
standards. In the circumstances we might
be a little tolerant and therefore I hope
that members will not insist upon the
privileges of the Chamber.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I want it
to be recorded in Hansard that I protest
from a grammatical point of view, but cave
in from a practical point of view. At least
we know what we are talking about even
if we, as the upper Chamber, must accept
what the lower Chamber-and I emphasise
the word "lower"--insists on in connection
with a grammatical correction.

Question Put and passed; the Assem-
bly's amendments agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILLS (4): RETURNED
I. Nurses Act Amendment Bill.
2. Psychologists Registration Bill.
3. Evidence Act Amendment Bill (No. 2).

Bills returned from the Assembly
without amendment.

4. Evidence Act Amendment Bill.
Bill returned from the Assembly with

an amendment.

WATERWAYS CONSERVATION BILL
Assembly's Message

message from the Assembly received
and read notifying that it had agreed to
the amendments made by the Council.

EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
AssembZl/'$ Amendment

Amendment made by the Assembly now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (the Hon.

J. Heitman) In the Chair; the Hon. 1. a.
Medc-alf (Attorney-General) In charge of
the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment made
by the Assembly Is as follows-

Clause 4, page 3. line 32-Add after
the word "consent" the words "or that
the man indecently assaulted or at-
tempted to indecently assault the
complainant".

The Hon. 1. 0. MEDCALF: I move-
That the amendment made by the

Assembly be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Assembly's

amendment agreed to.
Report

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly.

BILLS (2): ASSEMBLY'S MESSAGES
Messages from the Assembly received

and read notifying that it had agreed to
the amendments made by the Council to
the following Bills-

I. Legal Aid Commission Bill.
2. Death Duty Assessment Act Amend-

ment Bill.

SUPERANNUATION AND FAMILY
BENEFITS ACT AMENDMENT BILL

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (the Hon.
J. Heitman) in the Chair; the Hon. N.
McNeill (Minister for Justice) in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title and citation-
Progress was reported on clause 1.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to 26 Put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Readt~ng

Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and passed.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage
of the sitting.

THE HON. D. WV. COOLEY (North-East
Metropolitan) [11.53 p.m.]: It Is a great
pity that a Bill of such Importance and
such a controversial nature is brought on
at this time in the parliamentary pro-
gramme. I do not think it is appropriate
that we should be discussing it at this
time of the night.

The Hon. N. McNeill: You understand
the circumstances, nevertheless.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Yes, but I
cannot see any earthly reason that we
cannot meet tomorrow to deal with it.
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The Hon. V. J. Perry: it will not be long Commissioner of Police the right to deter-
-it is only seven minutes away.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I think Mr
Ferry knows what I mean. It Is a very
important Eml which strikes at the heart
of the freedom of assembly which is so
dear to Australians at the present time.
When I read the Bill and the proceedings
in another place I was horrified that the
Government had taken it upon Itself to
bring in legislation such as this. MY first
reaction to it-quite a genuine reaction-
was that we are coming to a situation akin
to that applying In South Africa at the
present time in respect of the oppressive
apartheid laws which are abhorrent to us.

The Hon. N. McNeill: There are other
countries you could have selected if that
Is the kind of allusion you want to mnake.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I Suppose
inside the Iron Curtain there are coun-
tries which have legislation comparable
with this. My objection to it is that It gives
to the Commissioner of Police the right
to determine when assemblies shall be
held and the conditions under which they
shall be held, and the right to stop pro-
ceedings in respect of certain meetings
held in public places.

The Ron. G. C. MacKinnon: Do you
want a repetition of Kent Street High?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: No, I do not.
I want only to maintain the status quo as
far as possible In respect of the society
in which we live.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Every one of us
would have liked that. It was forced on
us.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I would like
to know where Is the evidence In this
State which justifies legislation of this
nature.

The Hon. N. McNeill: You must go
around with your eyes closed.

The Hon. Di. W. COOLEY: To get to
the nub of the legislation, my Principal
objection to it is the interference with
the right of assembly. Why it is necessary
for the Government to bring in legislation
which denies to people freedom of assem-
bly in public places Is simply beyond my
comprehension. Is it aimed at the trade
union movement which seems to be en-
gaged in meetings and assemblies more
than anyone else? If so, I would like the
Government to tell me where is the evi-
dence that there has been violence or un-
ruly behaviour in connection with union
activities in this State.

There is at Present a Provision In the
Police Act which allows the Commissioner
of Police to intervene in the case of un-
ruly behaviour or unlawful processions,
but I do not think It is right In any cir-
cumstances in a free society to give the

mine the conditions under which a meet-
Ing shall be held. That is what the legis-
lation sets out to do. It gives the Com-
missioner of Police the right to disband
any meeting of more than three people.
To my mind, that Is a completely intoler-
able situation in a free society and I can-
not understand the reason for it.

Other amendments In the Bill relate to
Increasing the penalties for drug traffick-
Ing. I think some of my colleagues will
have something to say about that. Another
small amendment relates to rogues and
vagabonds.

I notice that at the end of the Minister's
second reading speech he said-

Queensland already has announced
it is adopting the new penalties ex-
cept that it opts for life imprisonent
in place of 25 years' imprisonment.

That relates to trafficking in drugs. I do
not know whether that is justified.
I have no sympathy for people who traffic
in drugs and the greater the penalty the
better as far as I am concerned; but I
hope we have not emulated Queensland
in bringing in oppressive measures to res-
trict the assembly of people. flay by day
Queensland is becoming a police state. In
that State police have gone into com-
munes, burnt down homes, and destroyed
property; and those actions have been
condoned by the Queensland Government.
I hope the legislation now before us. which
gives the Commissioner of Police the right
to determine the conditions under which
meetings shall be held and whether they
shall be held is not a take-off of condi-
tions which prevail in Queensland at the
present time.

If we look at the Bill in conjunction
with the Act, we find provisions are
already contained in the Act to enable
the Commissioner of Police to take action
in regard to processions in the street and
maintaining law and order when meet-
ings are held.

It is only logical that If a meeting be-
comes unruly and Its members defy law
and order, the Police should then inter-
fere. However, the Government is seek-
ing to add the following provision to the
Act-

Where any procession, meeting or
assembly takes place In any street,
thoroughfare or other public place
without the Permission of the Com-
missioner of Police or in a manner
contrary to any limitation or condi-
tion to which such permission was
made subject, a person who addresses
that Procession, meeting or assembly
in that place or from any other public
place or private place adjacent there-
to commits an offence.

Is it suggested in this provision that the
Commissioner of Police has the right to
say, for Instance, to an organisation, that
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it will not discuss anything of a Political
nature, and if subjects of a political
nature are discussed at that meeting, then
the person so discussing a subject com-
mits an offence against this Act?

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You are
stretching a long bow.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: To my mind
that is a completely intolerable situation
in a free society. As I Indicated previously,
the Government ought to give this matter
more consideration.

The Hon. N. McNeill: It depends on the
sort of jaundiced view that you express.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Anything
written into an Act becomes law and I
suggest the Commissioner of Police should
be above this sort of thing. On many
occasions I have been associated with
organising meetings in public places and
arranging processions, and invariably I
have obtained the full co-operation of the
Police Force.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Why should it be
any different?

The I-on. fl. W. COOLEY: This provi-
sion would allow the commissioner to place
conditions on a meeting. That is not a
good thing In a free society.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: He has to have
reasonable grounds.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Yes, he must
have reasonable grounds, but I refer the
honourable member to proposed new sub-
section (3) where he will see that the
Commissioner of Police may place any
conditions at all on a meeting.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Don't you
think you are being a bit childish having
street parades? Don't you think we have
gone past that stage?

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: In the Min-
ister's view we should not hold any
meetings.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: I think
they are a bit childish.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That is the
way the Minister interprets them.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You only
Incite emotions and you Will finish up with
an Irish situation.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: What about
the people in the Vietnam moratorium
marches? They were hardly childish.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: It leads to
the emotional nonsense going on in Dublin,

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: If we were
heading towards a situation such as is
happening in Belfast or Dublin, I would
be the first one to say we had gone past
the stage where we could maintain law
and order.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You are
leading up to it.

The Ron. D. W. COOLEY: We shoid
then give the commissioner the right to
set conditions because things would have
got out of hand. However, no-one in this
State Could say that people have got out
of hand in assemblies for the purpose of
discussing situations of a political nature,
trade union affairs, or even tipping people
out of hospitals, as we saw in the case of
Tresillian.

The Eon. G. C. Mac~innon: Oh, cut
it out. That is what I mean; this emo-
tional sort of claptrap.

The H-on. D. W. COOLEY: if there has
been any situation at all, where violence
was created-

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You are
trying to work It up.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: -and which
has caused the police to intervene, I would
say there is some justification for the
legislation. However, I have seen no evid-
ence of such actions.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You ought
to be ashamed of yourself.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I have been
away on several occasions but I endeavour
to stay well informed on the news, and I
have never read or seen any indication of
such actions.

Some of the Provisions in the legisla-
tion are fraught with danger. I refer mem-
bers to the following interpretations-

"assembly" means a coming together
of three or more persons for the
common Purpose of thereby mak-
ing known to the public their
views in relation to any matter;
and

"meeting" means a meeting of three
or more Persons held for the pur-
Pose of the discussion of matters
of Public interest, or for the pur-
pose of the expression of views
on such matters, which the public
or any Section of the public are
invited or permitted to attend
whether on Payment or other-
wise..

This means that if three or four people
collect together as an assembly, then the
Commissioner of Police has the right to
apprehend anyone who addresses them.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: You have to
take that in conjunction with the provi-
sion in clause 4 (e) which refers to reason-
able grounds and sets out those grounds.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: That is not
the case, and that is the point I am mak-
ing. I again refer the member to the in-
terpretations of "assembly" and "meeting",
and to subsection (3) of Proposed section
54B.

Let me give an example. Assume that
a dispute occurs on a building site some-
where near Kalamunda. Perhaps six men
were working on this site, and if they held
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a meeting on the footpath outside the site
-Mr Williams should not shake his head,
this is the provision in the Act-

The Hon. N. E, Baxter: Nothing of the
sort-it is not In the Bill.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: These men
would be holding a meeting without the
permission of the Commissioner of Police.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Here You go
with emotional rubbish-this is the sort
of thing that leads to trouble.

The Hon. D. W. COOLY: I do not think
we ought to listen to that kind of balder-
dash,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We have
to listen to you.

The Hon. fl. W. COOLEY: The Minister
may stand UP and refute my statements
if he wants to.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: There is
no point In refuting them. You are trying
a street corner harangue,

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I will refute it.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. D. W. COOLEY:, I would like

that refuted when the Minister replies,
because as I interpret the provision, If
three or more people assemble in a meet-
ing without the permission of the com-
missioner they commit an offence against
the Act.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: The Bill does
not say that at all-you have not read it
property.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: On many
occasions people want to get together to
discuss matters of public interest.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Get Mr
Claughton to explain It to you.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: It is fraught
with dangers to have such a Provision In
the Act. The Government ought to have
another look at this matter in view of the
opposition that has been presented to it.
People more informed about the law than
either myself or the Minister have de-
scribed this legislation as Draconian. I do
not know whether those statements have
had any effect on the Government at all
in respect of Its application.

It Is a different situation when meetings
are organised and then actions are taken
contrary to the advice given by the Com-
missioner of Police. The commissioner
may warn people to desist from their
actions, and if they then persist in break-
Ing the conditions, they commit an offence
under the Act. Perhaps the minister can
convince me to the contrary on this Matter
when he replies.

People bring petitions to this Parliat-
ment, and they sometimes present them-
selves in groups of 10, 12, or 20. Surely
If a spokesman comes forward to address
the meeting outside Parliament House, he
should not be regarded as committing an

offence against the Act. As we read the
Bill, that will be the situation if It is
passed.

The Hon. H.. F. Claughton: Quite clearly
it is the position.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I believe I
can read as well as moat people. It Is the
considered opinion of other people whom
we have consulted. If the Minister can
prove that is not the position, we will be
quite content to accept it. However, as the
provision is written at present, that will be
the situation when It becomes law.

We oppose the legislation on those
grounds. As I have indicated Previously,
there are other aspects of the Bill which
do not gain favour with the Opposition,
but I will leave those aspects to MY
colleagues. On behalf of the Opposition, I
oppose the Bill,

THE HON R. J. L. WILLIAMS (Metro-
politan) 112.13 am.): I would be very
remiss if I did not speak to one portion of
the Bill tonight. It is not my wish to pro-
long the sitting of the House, but I must
commend the Government for Its action
in regard to certain aspects of the Bill
Perhaps I1 should come to the nub of my
comments immediately.

In the Minister's second reading speech
he referred to recent meetings in Mel-
bourne. I was privileged to be present at
those meetings, and I would like to tell
the House that in regard to drugs of de-
pendence, the meeting agreed entirely that
certain measures were necessary-includ-
ing a penalty of 25 years or $100 000. This
is a poor price these criminals will have
to pay for the millions of dollars they
make and the hundreds if not thousands
of people they murder-

The H-on. N. E. Baxter: And the misery
they create.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: -and
the costs which are incurred through
them by the various States and nations of
the world. I was very pleased to bear the
Hon. Don Cooley say he did not have any
quarrel with one portion of the Bill.

A man who deliberately sets out to make
a profit, and in doing so destroys a life,
deserves a sentence with which the oppo-
sition, from its philosophy, does not agree.
I believe it was said In another Place that
death was not good enough for the people
who peddle such substances. I think every
member in this place or another place or
in any other place outside Australia would
feel precisely the same way. We have a
problem which is very difficult to tackle.
Drugs of addiction create misery, and I
am not referring only to Illicit drugs.

However, in this particular case what
we are saying as a Parliament is that the
pedlars and traffickers of what are com-
monly described as drugs of addiction
should suffer aL penalty which keeps them
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out of society for many years. Unfortu-
nately-this was raised at the conference
-under our laws a sentence of 25 years
represents an effective sentence of only 9A
years.

It is very easy to sit here from time to
time and listen to certain propositions put
forward. However, I have three children,
and other members have children of their
own and I do not want our children ex-
Posed to these pedlars. it may be only be-
cause of a lapse, or through boredom that
they experiment with drugs. People who
take drugs are not necessarily criminals;
they may have something within their
makeup which causes them to become
bored, and sometimes they wish to experi-
ment, and they may turn to drugs. I
could go on for the next 2* hours explain-
ing this, but I do not intend to,

I merely say that the penalty contained
in this Bill still is minimal. I respect the
views of the Opposition in so far as capi-
tal punishment is not part of Its platform.
However, I would personally pull the trig-
ger or shift a lever to remove one of these
evil profiteers from society. I will take it
up if ever it happens; it is not an idle
threat. These people do not deserve to
exist. They are there to destroy life for
profit. If anyone ever wants to challenge
me on that, I repeat: Should a person ever
be convicted of this crime within Western
Australia, and it happens that the maxi-
mum penalty of execution is Imposed on
him, people will not find me lacking. Why
should they? Why should any member of
this House be lacking? These people are
allowed to take life and do as they like,
and make a tremendous profit while doing
it.

These people create misery in the com-
munity, not only to the victims but also
to their families. I do not think there are
many members in this House who have
not been approached from time to time
to be told of the misery within a family
because of this type of addiction, It is
miserable to see; it is even more miserable
to understand.

At that conference in Melbourne there
was only one State which said that, un-
fortunately, it could not contribute be-
cause it was a new Government; however,
it pointed out that It was in touch with
the Commonwealth.

May I now briefly touch on other
matters within the Bill which I am sure
no member would expect me not to
touch upon. I refer to the provision in
the Act relating to the right of any person
to hold a procession, meeting or assembly.
What is the Opposition trying to create-
another Peterloo?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: What is the
Government seeking to create?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: You seem
to forget, sir-

The Hon. R. F Claughton: You seem to
forget, sir! I can point as well as you can.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I will
never forget that Mr Claughton did that
in another place to another Person who
was very dear to me.

The Hon. 5. J. Dellar: Do net forget
this Is Government legislation.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: It may
be, but there is no desire an the part of
the Government to create another Peter-
loo. Members of the Opposition seem to
forget that within a place called
Forrest Place, a meeting may foregather.
They seem to forget that certain traffic
conditions may have to be obeyed.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: I seem to
remember a number of country people
gathered there once.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: There
are many people of no political persuasion
or, for that matter, of any persuasion,
who desire free access around the city.

The H-on. S. J. Dellar:- It is a wonder
the Minister did not put it in his speech.

The Hon. R. 3. L. WILLIAMS: The
Minister did not put It in his speech; it
is the intent. We hold meetings regularly
at another place. We have a party, too;
the Trades Hall is not the only group of
people which holds meetings. Do mem-
bers opposite think that any legislation
introduced in this place could affect three
or four of us who are gathered on the
Pavement outside discussing politics after a
meeting? What a fatuous thing it is to
say we would be arrested for talking
Politics! It is so fatuous it is fantastic. It
is fantastic imagination deliberately de-
signed to incite and stir the people.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Why is it
there?

The Hon. R. 3. L. WILLIAMS: Why
should it not be there?

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Three people?
The Hon. R, J. L. WILLIAMS: The

honourable member talks about three
people; yet it was only two people who,
two nights ago, managed to place a bomb
in a certain spot in Northern Ireland,

The Hon. R. F. Claughton:, This is
Western Australia, not Northern Ireland.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: it Is
Western Australia, today, but we are living
in a world of violence and we must be pre-
pared for that world. If the Commissioner
of Police has an objection to a certain
meeting, has not anyone the right of ap-
peal to a court of law to object? Deny that!
Deny that they cannot say they disagree
with the commissioner's ruling and that
a court of law would not decide whether
or not the meeting was unlawful.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott:, Where is the pro-
vision in the Bill regarding appeals?
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The Hon. a. J1. L. WILLIAMS: The pro-
vision is in common law.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: What rubbish!
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Mr Presi-

dent, that is not rubbish. If a person
objects to anything which any Govern-
ment agency may do, he has recourse to
common law. Let members opposite tell
me I am wrong, show me where I am
wrong and quote mne the cases where an
appeal has failed if the case has been
proved. I challenge the Opposition to do
that.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: But the case
has to be proved.

The Hon. S. J. flellar: You would have
to take it to court.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Is It
wrong to be within the law? Or do we say.
"We are almighty: we are above the law"?
Members opposite cannot have it both
ways. If the Commissioner of Police Is
sufficiently concerned to say to the Liberal
Party, "I am very sorry, but on this par-
ticular day the Liberal Party may have
only so many people at Its rally, and the
rally must be held in such-and-such a
place because of certain traffic restrictions"
we could challenge that decision. It is
only three years ago that we were not the
Government.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: In fact, it was
not even three Years ago.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS9: Well,
2,1 Years ago. From 1971 to 1974, members
opposite occupied the Government benches.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: We will be back
again next year, too.

The Hon. B. J. L. WILLIAMS: That
is a fond hope, which springs eternal iD
the human breast. I challenge members
of the Opposition to say that within the
meaning of this legislation, they have no
recourse to a court of law in this State.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: H-ow long would
that take? The people may want to hold
a meeting tomorrow.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: My
learned colleague, the Hon. 1. 0. Medcalf,
is not in the Chamber at the moment to
tell me I am wrong, but my understanding
is that a person could apply to a Judge
In chambers, and he could adjudicate
within 24 hours. Members opposite have
raised a spectre which does not exlst-a
spectre of all meetings being disallowed.
The Commissioner of Police is responsible
to the Minister, and therefore to this Par-
liament. I do not like the violence which
occurs in this world today.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Can you tell
me where the violence has occurred in
Western Australia?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Mr Pre-
sident, I hope you will give me a chance
to explain. The Prime Minister of Aiis-
Iralia-

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Which one?

The Hon. R. J. L. WnflhAMiS: The ex-
Prime Minister addressed a meeting-

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Are You talking
about McMahon, Snedden, or somebody
else?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I am
referring to the immediate previous Prime
Minister of Australia, Mr Gough Whiam.
He addressed a meeting in this State, at
Forrest Place. Certain evidence was given
that during his address a missile was
hurled and he was assaulted. Let me make
my own position very clear on this point-

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: You did not throw
the can!

The Hon. R. J. fL. WILLIAMS: I was not
even present. I would have had to hurl
it some 200 miles, which is beyond the
capabilities of my right arm. At a Pro-
perly constituted meeting which was held
with the permission of the Commissioner
of Police of the day, the Prime Minister
was assaulted. It was a very wrongful act
and it should have been incumbent upon
the police, if possible, to apprehend the
offender. Howev&,. we know how difficult
a task that would have been.

The Hon. D). W. Cooley: There has never
been any restriction on the police at any
time to apprehend offenders.

The Hon. R. 3. L. WILLIAMS: I am not
questioning the restriction which was
applied. I do not want to be miscon-
strued on this matter. My point is that
where the Commissioner of Police gives
permission for a procession, assembly, or
whatever, he Is the man who is in the
position to assess the numbers of people
who wish to attend, and the temper and
climate of the audience which is going to
be addressed.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Why should
he assess the numbers of people? Why are
not the people at the grass roots entitled
to decide for themselves how many will
protest about certain things?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLITAMS: I did
not say, "numbers"; I said, "the temper".

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You said,
"the numbers".

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You said, "the
numbers".

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: if I said
that, I apologise to the duet. Put 2 000
people in Forrest Place and one might
have a comfortable number; put 3 000 an d
one may have an obstruction at either end
of Forrest Place.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Put 10 000
farmers there and you have 9 000 too many.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: That is
a remark which could well be taken care
of by other people, but not by me.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You would
not like tomatoes thrown at your head.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: As I have
not been to a market garden to have
tomatoes thrown at me, I would not know.
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The Hon. Grace Vaughan: You do not
have to go to a market garden, but you
should have been at Forrest Place when
the farmers were there.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I do not
think it is right for anybody to hurl any-
thing at somebody else. I do not condone
any action of violence at any public
meeting.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: The throw-
ing of tomatoes is hardly violence, but
the throwing of a Coca-Cola can is.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: As far
as I am concerned anybody who projects
an object at any speaker at any lawfully
conducted meeting commits an offence. In
some places it is condoned and looked
upon as par for the course.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Have you
had tomatoes and Coca-Cola cans thrown
at you?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I find
it very difficult to bring some sort of order
into the debate when interjections are
made in that way. As far as I am con-
cerned any missile hurled at any speaker
at any lawfully conducted meeting should
result in the person responsible, if de-
tected, being dealt with.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: I would
rather have a tomato than a Coca-Cola
can thrown at me.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I would
prefer a tomato to a Coca-Cola can: I
would prefer a can to a bullet; and I would
prefer a bullet to a. bomb.

The Hon. S. 3. Dellar: I would prefer
a beer!

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Mr Pre-
sident, many members in this House were
not brought up In an era of violence like
I was. In the years 1926, 1927, and 1928
I was brought up in an era of violence,
so members opposite should not talk to me
about violence. Let them realise that my
father was chased by police officers wield-
ing batons. Let them realise the Home
Secretary in Britain ordered a brigade of
guards to fire on miners. Members op-
posite should not talk to me about viol-
ence, because I was a child standing on
the side of a road who watched a proces-
sion of 32 000 people marching to Down-
ing Street in London, and they were un-
employed people.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: Did the Com-
missioner of Police give you a permit?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: The
honourable member displays his ignorance,
because there was no Commissioner of
Police. There were 50 chief constables of
the various counties present.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: What has that
to do with Western Australia?

The Hon. B. 3. L. WILLIAMS: I men-
tion these matters because members op-
posite have provoked me into bringing
them up.

(156)

The Hion. Grace Vaughan: What would
the Commissioner of Police have done if
the 32 000 people had asked for a permit
as to whether they could march?

The PRESIDENT: I suggest that Mrs
Vaughan should stand up later and make
her remarks.

The Hon. B. J. L. WTILLIALL9: Those
people marched, and the miners' leaders
led them. There was no violence. What
we are talking about are the irresponsible
elements on every side of the community,
and not on just one side. The irrespon-
sible elements do not belong only to our
side, to the side opposite or to some other
party. I appreciate the fact there are
violent elements in this community, but
I also appreciate the fact that this Bill
seeks to safeguard the citizens of the State.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: The Commis-
sioner of Police already has that authority.

The I-on. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Accord-
ing to the Bill he does not. Under the
Bill his powers will be strengthened.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: The commis-
sioner has always had the power to main-
tain law and order.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Perhaps
the Bill will make the Commissioner of
Police responsible to Parliament and to
the minister concerned for the issuing of
Permits.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: If you read
section 52 you will find he already has that
power.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I have
no wish of continuing this debate any
longer, because if I did it might be to
my disadvantage.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I do not think
You should do that. You should slow down
for a little while.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I sup-
Port every part of the Bill, because it con-
tains nothing unjust or illegal.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: It cannot be
enforced until it is passed.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: There
is nothing unjust in the provisions of the
Bill. If we are to live in a society in which
we are able to move around with a great
deal of freedom then of necessity I have
to support the Hill.

THE HON. LYLA ELLIOTT (North-
East Metropolitan) [12.35 a.m.]: I want
to go on record as being strongly opposed
to the Bill. I think it is outrageous--

The lion. N. E. Baxter: Opposed to parts
of the Bill or the whole of it?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I want to
deal in particular with the provision relat-
ing to the powers of the Commissioner of
Police, and to place on record my strong
objection to that specific part of the Hill
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under which the commissioner is auth-
orised to grant permits for the holding of
processions or public meetings.

I think it is disgraceful that a Bill with
such far-reaching implications should be
introduced so late in the session. on read-
ing the Bill, and on looking at the powers
to be given to the Commissioner of Police,
I believe it is a frightening and dangerous
piece of legislation, and one which poses
a threat to the freedom of speech and the
freedom of assembly.

The Bill seeks to give to the Commis-
sioner of Police powers which no one person
should be given; and those powers apply
not only to the metropolitan area but also
to the whole State. The people in the North
Province, at Kununurra, Halls Creek,
Albany, and Kalgoorlie will be required to
make application for a permit if they want
to hold a procession or meeting. The Bill
does not distinguish between people in
different parts of the State.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: This relates to
meetings in streets and in public places.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: The commis-
sioner must have reasonable grounds for
refusing a permit.

The Hon. LYLA ELL1OTT: It is not only
the Labor Party which is expressing opposi-
tion to the inclusion of this principle in the
legislation. Mr Gareth Evans, the senior
lecturer In constitutional law at Melbourne
University, stated if this proposition is
passed it will be the most Draconian law
in Australia.

The Hon. N. McNe ill: Does he happen
to be a member of the Labor Senate team?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I have said
that be is the senior lecturer in constitu-
tional law at the Melbourne University,
but the Minister is disregarding that.

The Hon. N. McNeill: I am saying that
because he is a Labor Party member he
has a biased view.

The Ron. LYLA ELLIOTT: He is not
the only one concerned; there are others
in the community who are concerned
about civil liberties. it is quite irrelevant
that this person is a member of the Labor
Party.

The Hon. N. McNeill: I think it is very
relevant.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: In his second
reading speech the Minister said-

The commissioner can withhold ap-
proval only if he has reasonable
grounds for believing that the proces-
sion or meeting may occasion serious
public disorder, or damage to public
or private property, create a public
nuisance, or give rise to an obstruction
that might be too great or too pro-
longed.

I can remember a couple of occasions when
those very words could have been used to
describe the incidents that occurred, when
processions or public meetings were held.

The first instance I refer to concerned
Vietnam war protests and the marches
that were held in this State. I1 well recall
the vicious fanatics who stood on the side-
walks and screamed abuse at the marchers
who were protesting against this vile war
in Vietnam. It would not have taken very
much for those people to become violent.

The other instance I recall was the
meeting at Forrest Place when Mr Whit-
lam, who was then Prime Minister, was
subjected to a lot of abuse, and there was
potential violence from farmers and others
who had interests in rural properties.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That was the
time he insulted them.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: That was the
time he was hit by a Coca-Cola can, and
I got a tomato on my back.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Had this law
been on the Statute book at the time of
the marches, and the public meeting, we
could have had a Commissioner of Police
who considered that it was reasonable to
assume there would be potential violence.
He could have therefore exercised his
powers under the Act and refused a permit
for the holding of marches by the Vietnamn
Moratorium Movement, or for the holding
of meetings in Forrest Place.

The Bill has very serious and dangerous
implications to the freedom of speech in
this country.

The Hon. T. Knight: Those are only two
instances you have mentioned. I can think
of dozens of others, like the occasions
when union pickets were instituted.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Is that what the
Bill is aimed at? Now the truth is coming
out.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I1 am not
talking about the present Commissioner of
Police, but if this law is written into the
Police Act We could have a commissioner
who would ban not only meetings of
political parties, but also marches and
demonstrations by protest groups in the
community who have a legitimate role
to play in educating the community. I
speak, for example, of conservation groups.
and in particular of the anti-uranium
iobby. This question will become very
heated in Australia. There are very serious
implications in it.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Why would it be-
come heated?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Because
there are two very definite sides to this
issue.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Who will make it
heated?
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The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: There are
two sides to the uranium issue-those for
and those against the mining of this min-
eral. There are those who want to mine
it at any cost, and those who are con-
cerned about human beings. I do not want
to get Involved in the issue of the mining
of uranium In this debate.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: Which side
will you be on?

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: On the side
of not mining uranium.

The PRESIDlENT: Order! There are too
many interjections.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I use this as
an example of the sort of issue that must
be aired before the public, so that the
people are able to learn about both sides
of the question. We could have a Commis-
sioner of Police saying he will not allow
any of these meetings on the vital issue
of whether or not uranium should be
mined-a matter which will affect the lives
of many people.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: Which side are
you on?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am op-
posed to the mining of uranium, and to
the dumping of nuclear waste in this
country.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Are you
opposed to the Chinese nuclear explosion?

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: Is the Minister
opposed to the export of wheat to China?

The PRESIDENT: Order! Miss Elliott
should stick to the Bill. The mining of
uranium is not mentioned in the Bill.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I gave that
as an example of a public issue.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Would you
mind explaining why you oppose the min-
Ing of uranium?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Because of
the interjections I have been obliged to
enlarge on the issue relating to the min-
ing of uranium. I am sure the President
will not allow me to go into that matter
any further.

The PRESIDENT: I will allow the hon-
ourable member to speak to the Bill.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Referring
back to the Vietnam processions, and the
great debate over the Vietnam war-

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: When was
that?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: -we have
since seen that the protesters were proved
to be right.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: No, that
has not been proved.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Yes, it has.
The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: No, the

protesters were quite wrong.

The Ron. LYLA ELLIOTT: 'Unfortu-
nately the great tragedy was that the war
took many Australian, American, and
Vietnamese lives before the whole thing
came to an end.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: History has
still to Prove that.

The Hon. LYLA ELI OTT: The demon-
strations that occurred throughout the
free countries where People were able to
demonstrate made Governments realise
that the people of those countries did not
support that immoral and unjust war.

The Hon. 0. C. MvacKinnon: But that
was a communist Plot.

The Hon. T. Knight: Tell us about the
next war.

The Ron. LYLA ELLIOTT: If we had
had this supposed law on the Statute
book in those days--

'The Ron. Clive Griffiths: Did you sup-
Port the Vietnam wvar?

The PRESIDENT: Order! The subject
of the Interjection has nothing to do with
the Bill.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I would like
an opportunity to debate the Vietnam war
with Mr Clive Griffiths.

The PRESIDENT: The honourable
member can make her own arrangements
for that debate. In the meantime she
should stick to the Police Act Amendment
Bill.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I believe that
the demonstrations which occurred at
that time-

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: They were
communist organised.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The demon-
strations which occurred took place
because the people had the freedom to ex-
press their beliefs, the freedom to assemble,
and the freedom to march.

The Hon. 0. C. Macginnon: But those
demonstrations were communist organised.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: People were
able to influence their Governments, and
other people.

The Hon. 0. C. McKinnon: Did not the
police give permission for those parades?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: She does not
know.

The Hon. Di. W. Cooley: No, the police
did not. The Perth City Council issued
permission.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: No, the
police gave permission.

The Hon. fl. W. Cooley: The Police only
kept law and order.

The PRESIDENT: Order, please!
The Hon. D. W. Cooley: The police did

not give any permission.
The PRESIDlENT: Mr Cooley, would you

please keep order?



4668 [COUNCIwL]

The Hon. 1), W. Cooley: Yes Sir.
The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: If the pro-

posed amendment is added to the Police
Act, a police commissioner In the future
could refuse permission for a legitimate
demonstration or permission for a meet-
ing or a procession.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Organised on
what grounds?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Firstly it
might be because he was unsympathetic
to the views of the people who applied for
permission to demonstrate.

The Hon. G. E, Masters: The reasons
are Clearly set out in the Bill.

The Hon. LYLA E.LLIOTT: Police com-
missioners are human beings and we all
know they have strong views on various
issues.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! This course

of debate Is quite out of order. Will hon-
ourable members please allow the Hon.
Lyla Elliott to hold the floor?

The Ron. LYLA ELLIOTT?: It is quite
conceivable for a Police commissioner to
refuse Permission for a meeting because
he was unsympathetic to the alms of the
People involved. Secondly, he might want
to take the easy way out if he felt some-
thing untoward could happen at the
meeting.

The Hon. 0. C. Macsinnon: That is
good reason for not allowing the meeting.

The H-on. LYLA ELLIOTT: It would be
a very effective 'way to stifle public debate.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: It might save a
lot of lives.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Supposing
he thought somebody was going to drop
a bomb?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Members
opposite are behaving the same as people
who Support a totalitarian state. They do
not mind destroying democracy because the
end justifies the mewns.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: We do not say
that at all.

The Ron. G. C. MacKinnon interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Minister

for Education is aware that behaviour of
that nature is unparliamentary.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Yes, Sir, I
am sorry.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The Min-
ister, in his second reading speech, talked
about law and order. He said that the pro-
Posed legislation was basically directed at
the maintenance of law and order. if we
are really concerned about law and order
and we do want to create a violent society,
let Parliament state that it no longer
believes in democratic principles. Let mem-
bers of Parliament say they are no longer
concerned with honesty and decency in the

conduct of Public affairs. Let thema say
they want to take away the freedom of
speech and other civil liberties. We would
soon have violence In our community.

I am becoming rather alarmed at what
to the views of the people who applied for
the Liberal and National Country Party
Governments are doing to this country,
and the threat to civil liberties and human
rights which appears to be emerging.

Only in yesterday's paper we saw where
the former Queensland police commis-
sioner (Mr Whitrod) stated that Queens-
land was moving closer to becoming a
police State. We saw fairness and decency
go out the window last year when Bjelke
Peterson contravened a long-standing con-
vention regarding replacement of deceased
Senators, and when he assisted Malcolm
Fraser in his grab for power.

The Hon, Clive Griffiths: What has that
to do with the Bill?

The Hon. LYLA ELLI OTT: We have
seen what is happening to the ABC and
the Fraser Government's attempt to des-
troy it.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honour-
able member is a long way from speak-
ing to the Police Act Amendment Bill.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am trying
to build up the picture of what I believe is
a very dangerous threat to our civil liber-
ties as a result of the actions of the Liberal
and National Country Party Governments
in this country.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Try talking
about the Bill.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Coming
closer to home, we recently had an amend-
ment to the legislation concerning the
censorship of fihns, and that amendment
gave the Minister the right to ban films,
with no right of appeal against his decision.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: That has
nothing to do with this Bill. It has no
relevance at all.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT?: It does have
relevance. It will be recalled that last
year I moved an amendment to a Bill
dealing with fauna conservation. That
Bill provided for a wildlife officer to be
able to enter a private property without
aL warrant. My amendment to alter that
was defeated.

The Ron. T. Knight; What about the
worker institutions?

The PRESIDENT: Order! That has
nothing to do with the Police Act Amend-
ment Bill.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT?: I am trying
to build up a picture to show how the
rights of the people in this country are
being eroded by Liberal and National
Country Party Governments.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: How about
speaking to the Bill before us?
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The Hon. LYLA ElLIOTT: The Bill
dealing with fuel and energy was criticised
by all those people concerned about civil
liberties.

The H-on. N. McNeill: Mr Wran is not
doing too well either.

The Hon. LYLA ELALIOTT: The Bill
now before us provides that three or more
people cannot bold a public rally, or
assemble without the approval of the
Commissioner of Police. The provision is
not only dangerous, but also ridiculous.
It means that the CWA, the pensioners,
the RSL, or the Red Cross cannot hold a
meeting without the approval of the police
commissioner.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: There have to
lie reasonable grounds. It Is to cater for
public disorder.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Any social
function where there is a guest speaker
on political matters could come within the
ambit of this legislation.

The Hon. T. Knight: You are not think-
Ing of the rank and file.

The Hon. D, W. Cooley: Union bashing,
that Is what you are after.

The Hon. LYLA ELLI OTT: Members
opposite have said it is ridiculous. That
is what I am saying; this is a ridiculous
Bill but worse still, it is dangerous.

The definition of a meeting is as fol-
lows--

"meeting" means a meeting of three
or more persons held for the pur-
pose of the discussion of matters
of public interest, or for the pur-
pose of the expression of views on
such matters, which the public or
any section of the public are in-
vited or permitted to attend
whether on payment or other-
wise.

Such a meeting would include the RSL,
the CWA, and the Red Cross.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: Cut it out!
The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: That can-

not be disputed; it Is written Into the Bill.
The Hon. J. Heitman: To whom would

you give the power?
The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Does some-

body have to have the power?
The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: This law

will have application to those organisa-
tions I have mentioned.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: We believe in
law and order.

The PRESIDENT: Order, please. in
that case, will the honourable member
practise it?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: A new sec-
tion 54B Is to be added to the Act. I
hope members will listen to what I am
saying because they seem to think I am
stretching the point.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: We are
listening with bated breath.

The Hon. LYXA ELLIOTT: Members
opposite seem to think I am exaggerating
when I talk about the organisations which
can be brought into this net.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Not exaggerat-
ing, just a long way astray.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Proposed
new section 54B reads--

54B. (1) Every person who con-
ducts, organises or takes part in any
procession, meeting or assembly in
any street, thoroughfare or public
place which is conducted without the
prior permission of the Commissioner
of Police or In a manner contrary to
any limitation or condition to which
such permission was made subject and
who, after being acquainted of the
fact, continues so to do commits an
offence.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: That Is reason-
able enough.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: That is reas-
onable and very proper. It is a different
story from the one you are telling.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: it is all
very well for members opposite to scoff
and say it could not happen, but we know
what happens in a police state.

The Ron. G. C. MacEinnon: What pol-
Ice state have you been in?

The Ron. LYI.A ELLIOTT: I have not
been in a. police state, but I can read and
I know what it is all about. We are head-
ing towards a police state with the intro-
duction of measures such as the one now
before us.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Give us a
couple of examples.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I will.
Members opposite may not be concerned
now, but if we continue the way we are
going their civil liberties will be very much
restricted.

The Hon. Olive Griffiths: No, they will
not.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: The provi-
sion states that any person who holds a
meeting in a public place without the per-
mission of the Commissioner of Police
will commit an offence. That covers a
meeting of three or more people. Section
173 of the Health Act defines a public
building and, in part, reads as follows--

... the words "Public building" mean
any hospital or benevolent or other
asylum, or any theatre, opera house,
concert room, music or assembly hail,
whether forming part of or appurten-
ant to a licensed victualler's premises
or not, or any school, church, chapel,
or meeting house, and shall include
any other building, structure, tent,
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gallery, enclosure, or platform what-
soever in or upon which numbers of
persons are usually or occasionally
assembled.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: What has that
to do with the Bill?

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: We are
talking about people holding meetings in
a Public place.

The Hon. N. Mc~Neill: That was the de-
finition of a public building under the
provisions of the Health Act.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I have
quoted places that are considered to be
public places.

The H-on. Cive Griffiths:, It was a
pretty feeble comparison.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: People who
do not obtain permission can be arrested
without warrant, and fined $100 or gaoled
for a month.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You are
not doing very well.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It is very
dangerous to put such laws on the Statute
book. This matter may be treated light-
heartedly by members opposite.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: It is treated
very seriously.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: You are
the only one who has been laughing.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I have not
been laughing.

The Hon. 0, C. MacKinnon: Yes you
were; you were almost in hysterics.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I think this
is a very serious matter, otherwise I would
niot be speaking on it at 1.00 am.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Then you
should treat it more seriously.

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: As I was
saying, it Is dangerous to put such laws
in the Statute book. It may be that there
would be few occasions on which the law
would be invoked, but I remind members
of what happened in Queensland in 1971
when the Bjelke-.Petersen Government
declared a state of emergency under the
old Transport Act.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That was
a good thing.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: That Gov-
ernment assumed sweeping powers in re-
spect of people demonstrating against the
South African rugby team. That is just an
example of how a law which may seem
Irrelevant at the time can be used sub-
sequently if there is In office the sort of
Administration that is prepared to use it.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: Was not that
prior to Bielke-Petersen getting an abso-
lute majority?

The Hon. LYLA ELIJOTT: Therefore,
I would say to members opposite to beware
of what they are doing.

The Hon. 0i. C. MacKinnon: He stopped
all the trouble and all the violence.

The Hon. Rt. F. Claughton: He provoked
it.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Queens-
land election results have nothing to do
with the Bill. Surely Miss Elliott should
be permitted to proceed to discuss the Bill.

The Hon, LYLA ELLIOTT: I want to
make the point that members opposite
may think that perhaps processions could
cause a little inconvenience to motorists
or that public assemblies which spilled
onto the road could inconvenience the
public. However, the great benefits of
public debate in any democracy vastly out-
weigh any minor interference to motorists.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: Provided they
don't interfere with the rights of others.

The Hon. N. McNeill: In a democracy
like ours the great debate is supposed to
take place in Parliament and not in the
streets.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: In 1973 the
Whitlam Government introduced a Bill on
human rights. Its idea was to lay down a
framework for civil liberties in this
country, or create a bulwark against at-
tacks on civil liberties.

The Hon. N. McNeill: And to dispense
with any law and order,

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It was in ac-
cordance with an international covenant on
civil, and political, rights adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly
in 1966. However, as we have seen with
such a lot of progressive legislation in this
country, the Bill was destroyed.

The Hon. ci. C, MacKinnon: That was
regressive legislation.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It was des-
troyed not so much on the principles con-
tained in the Bill but because it was con-
sidered the Commonwealth was intruding
into the rights of the States.

The Hon. Cive Griffiths: That is right.
The Hon. LYLA EllIOTT?: So the Bill

was withdrawn and not further proceeded
with. But what happened? Did all those
people who were concerned about State
rights then return to their States and ask
their State Governments to introduce Bills
on human rights?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You have a
vivid imagination if you imagine this has
anything to do with the Bill before us.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: We are talk-
ing about human rights.

The Hon. G, C. MacKinnon: No, we are
discussing the Police Act.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: This is
crucial to the Bill before us.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: It isn't,
you know.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: Your imagina-
tion is running riot at 1.00 a.m.
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The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT:
Minister for Education think
nothing to do with the Bill?

Does the
this has

The Hon. G. C. Macginnon: It has
nothing to do with the Police Act.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I am sur-
prised. I always thought the Minister for
Education did not know what he was talk-
ing about, but now I am sure of it.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: We are
talking about the Police Act.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Yes, but
surely to goodness the discussion includes
civil liberties and human rights.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Of course
it does.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Now the
Minister is contradicting himself.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: No I am
not. Be ladylike; don't get nasty.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: It is difficult
not to get nasty with Mr MacKinnon.

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: Try a little
harder, and You will find it is easy.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: Of course,
we know the objections to the Federal
Government's human rights Bill were com-
pletely hypocritical; and I would like the
Minister when he replies to tell us
whether his Government is Prepared to
introduce a human rights Bill in this
State.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Sit down, and
I will.

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: I want to
conclude by asking members to realise the
gravity of the measure they are being
asked to support. This Bill will give
sweeping powers to one man and I be-
lieve it is the first step towards a total-
itarian State. If members support this
Hill, I believe they will live to rue the
day they did so.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central-
Minister for Health) [1.06 am.]: Mr
Cooley opened his speech by saying it is
a great pity a Bill of such a controversial
nature was introduced at this time of the
session. It is only 1.06 a.m., and I have
experienced occasions when we have sat
until 6.00 am, and been served with
breakfast. If the Opposition thinks this
Bill is of such great moment, we could
spend another five hours discussing it, if
that Is its will. However, I do not think
members opposite want to do that.

The Hon. Rt. P. Claughton: Mr Cooley
said it strikes at the heart of freedom of
assembly.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: He said he
was horrified when he saw the Bill that
was introduced, and then referred to the
fact that it appeared we could be living
in South Africa when we are faced with

measures of this sort. He said the measure
sets out to give the Commissioner of Police
the right to do practically anything.

The Commissioner of Police was always
thought to have the right to grant permits
for processions and gatherings, and it was
not until aL charge was laid under the
Traffic Act that it was found he did not
have the right.

The H-on. Lyla Elliott: You are not right
to say he had the right to grant permits
for processions and gatherings; it was for
processions only.

The Ron. N. E. BAXTER: It was always
thought he had that right until It was
challenged.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Did Mr
Dolan think he had that power?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Yes, he
thought the commissioner had the right to
grant permits for processions. etc. Mr
Cooley then referred to such things as tip-
ping people out of hospital in the Tresillian
case. It is pretty mean to introduce that
sort of stuff into a debate: nobody is talk-
ing about tipping anyone out of a hospital.
He went on to say that if six building lab-
ourers walked off a job and gathered in
the street they could be apprehended
under this measure. I have never heard so
much rubbish In my life, because that is
not what the Bill says. Those men could
hold a meeting and neither the Commis-
sioner of Police nor anyone else could in-
terfere with them.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: That Is not right;
you read the Bill again.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I intend to
explain the Bill. Both members are creat-
ing bogeys that do not exist.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: Then ex-
plain it.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Let me deal
with what they said, and then I will ex-
plain it. Mr Cooley also referred to a
deputation outside Parliament House.
which could be regarded as illegal under
this Bill. I have never heard so much
poppycock in all my life.

Then Miss Elliott said this Bill threatens
the freedom of assembly of people.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: So it does.
The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: What a lot

of rubbish. She referred to the Vietnam
war moratorium march in which people
were screaming at the marchers, Of course
there was a reason for that, and no-one
could stop them from screaming at the
marchers. Many of those who were
screaming ha'] been to Vietnam and had
seen what happened.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: How many?
The Hon. N. E. B3AXTER: The honour-

able member knows that as well as I do.
The Hon. R. F. Claughton: No I don't.

There were many DLP supporters.
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The Ron. N. E. BAXTER: Miss Elliott If six building labourers were gathered In
also introduced the matter of banning
meetings of political parties and also the
uranium issue. She went on to say it is
conceivable the Commissioner of Police
could refuse permission for a march or an
assembly because he may be unsympa-
thetic to the cause or could feel that
something might happen at the meeting.
That could be so If the commissioner
thought something could happen. Miss
Elliott said the measure is a threat to the
civil liberties and human rights of people.
This sounds like one of Archie Marshall's
civil rights groups. She said three or more
people cannot hold a meeting without the
Permission of the commissioner. That is
trying to bring in something that does not
exist in the Bill. Let us consider proposed
new subsection (3) of section 52, which
states--

(3) Any person or body who or
which proposes to conduct or organise
any Procession, meeting or assembly
in any street, thoroughfare or public
place shall make prior application in
writing to the Commissioner of Police
for his permission so to do, and the
Commissioner of Police shall have
regard to the time or place at which
and the circumstances in which that
Procession, meeting or assembly is
Intended to take place but shall not
withhold his permission unless lhe has
reasonable ground for apprehending
that the procession, meeting or assem-
bly may-

(a) occasion serious public dis-
order, or damage to public
or Private property;

The Hon. R. F'. Claughton: That is In
his opinion.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: How would the
commissioner know what Is likely to hasp-
Pen In Halls Creek?

The Hon N. E. BAXTER: He has eyes
and ears all over the State, and he would
have channels of information to inform
him In very quick time that something
was likely to happen which could result
in damage to property. The provision con-
tin ues--

(b) create a public nuisance;
(c) give rise to an obstruction

that is too great or too pro-
longed in the circumstances;
or

(d) place the safety of any person
in jeopardy.

Now we come to the crux of the matter.
Subsection (4) States-.

(4) For the Purposes of this section-
"assembly' means a coming to-

gether of three or more per-
sons for the common purpose
of thereby making known to
the Public their views in
relation to any matter;...

the street, provided they were talking
peacefully amongst themselves, this meas-
ure will have no effect on them.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: That is your
opinion.

The Hon. N. E'. BAXTER: That is what
the Hill says. The provision I have read
out is clear enough for anyone.

The Hon. N. McNeill: Not for the four
members of the Opposition.

The Hon. S. J. Dellar: I do not see 21
members on your side.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Mr Cooley
said that if I could explain the Bill he
would accept my explanation, but
apparently he is not prepared to. Subsec-
tion (4) continues-

"meeting" means a meeting of
three or more persons held for
the purpose of the discussion
of matters of public interest.
or for the purpose of the
expression of views on such
matters, which the public or
any section of the public are
invited or permitted to attend
whether on payment or
otherwise.

If three people meet and discuss any
matter in the street, provided they are
not expressing "views on such matters,
which the public or any section of the
public are invited or permitted to attend",
there is no liability under this Bill. It is
as clear as it can be.

Let us get back to the issue. If the Com-
missioner of Police is satisfied that a pro-
cession or assembly is going to be peace-
ful and nobody is going to suffer in the
process, he will grant Permission for that
meeting or that procession. If he does
not grant permission on any of the
grounds specified in the Bill, or People
feel they should challenge those grounds,
as the Hon. John Williams said, the com-
missioner must say why he will not grant
permission and he can be taken to court
at common law if he does not comply with
the provisions of this proposed Act.

I think that explains the Bill very
clearly. All the Opposition wants Is the law
of the jungle in relation to the right to
assemble and to hold Processions. The
Eon' D0. W. Cooley said that no occasion
had arisen In this State when any violence
occurred. I can take the honourable mem-
ber back to the depression years when a
group of people marched on this very
building and threw stones through the
windows into the dining room. Was that
not violence? Or were they playing
noughts and crosses or marbles when they
threw those stones? Of course it was
violence and the same violence can occur
again.

The Hon. fl. W. Cooley: Why did you
not take action then?
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The Hon. N. E, BAXTER: The honour-
able member knows that the Act was not
amended then because it was thought that
the Commissioner of Police had power
under the Traffic Act to grant permission
for processions; and that thought was
carried on until this charge was thrown
out of court recently and It was found
that he did not have the legal right under
the Traffic Act to issue a, permit for pro-
cessions. The Opposition wants mora-
toriums, marches, and protests to be free
and unfettered to do all the damage in the
world.

The Hon. S. J, Dellar: You can't win in
court but you can win in Parliament.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: We can win
in Parliament because we bring in leg-is-
lation to protect the public from people
who are not prepared to abide by law and
order.

Th Hon. Lyla Elliott: Look at section
54 of the Act, That gives the Commis-
sioner of Police all the power.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTR: I have read
that section and it does not give the Com-
missioner of Police the power that is con-
tained in this Bill to prevent processions
or unlawful assemblies I trust the House
will support this Bill.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Hon. C. R. Abbey
Bon. N. E. Baxter
Hon. G. W. Berry
Hon. Clive Orifiti
Hon. J. Heltinan
Hon. T.' Knight
Hon. A. A, Lewis

Hon. 0. 0. MacKl
Hon. 0. E. Master

'Ron. D. W. Cooley
HoD. D. K. Dane
Bon. S. J, Dollar
Hon. Lyla Elliott

Aye
Hon. T. 0. Perry

Ayes-is
Hon. M. McAleer
Hon. N. MeNetil
Ron. 1. G. Medealt

h5 Ron. 1. 0. Pratt
Hon. .3. C. Tozer
Ron. R. J. L. Williams
Ron. W. R. Withers

nnon Hon. D. J1. Wordsworth
a 'Ron. V. J. Perry

(Teller)

Noes-?7
Ron. H. T. Lesson
Hon. Grace Vaughan
I-onl. R. P. claughton

(Teller)

pal Lr
No

Hon. R. Thompson

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(The Hon. Clive Griffiths) in the Chair;
the Hon. N. E. Baxter (Minister for
Health) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 3 put and passed.
Clause 4: Section 52 amended-
The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Contrary to

what the minister and several members
opposite have said, the Commissioner of
Police has never had power to grant per-
mission for the holding of meetings or
processions.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I said he was
thought to have had the power. That is
a different thing from what you are say-
ing.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I indicated
at the second reading stage that on the
occasions I have been to the authorities
for permission to hold processions or
meetings there has always been a diverg-
ence of opinion between the Commissioner
of Pollee and the local authority and It
has always been held by the Commissioner
of Police that the local authority should
give permission to hold meetings.

Clause 4 gets back to the point I made
in the second reading speech regarding
what the Minister for Health referred to
as six building labourers. Let us
consider the situation in which those
labourers walk off the Jlob onto
the footpath and have a meet-
ing concerning their conditions; several
people are attracted by the meeting and
are standing by to see what is going on;
and one of the people involved in the
situation is a shop steward or union
representative who is addressing the
group. Proposed new subsection (3) of
section 52 of the Act reads--

Any person or body who or which
proposes to conduct or organise any
procession, meeting or assembly-

We have been told that a meeting or
assembly means a gathering of three or
more people-

-in any street, thoroughfare or pub-
lic place shall make prior application
in writing to the Commissioner of
Police for his permission so to do, and
the Commissioner of Police shall have
regard to the time or place.

This would mean if a spokesman were
addressing those labourers and there hap-
pened to be a couple of bystanders present,
the labourers would commit an offence
against this legislation if they had not
made application to the Commissioner of
Police and received his permission. I think
any reasonable person could interpret the
provision in that way.

While we are in the Committee stage
I think we should have an explanation
from the Minister with regard to this be-
cause it is a vital question in respect of
the rights of people to meet.

If People come to this building with
petitions and are addressed by their
spokesman and other interested members
of the public come and listen to the
speaker, an offence will be committed
against this proposed Act if the organiser
does not have prior permission to come to
this building to present that petition and to
hold a meeting. There are a thousand
and one other situations. Not only workers
but also other people could get Into situa-
tions in which they are going to hold dis-
cussions and there is going to be a spokes-
man. After almost every meeting In the
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Trades Hall groups of people stand outside
the hall talking. Sometimes peopcle address
the gathering and sometimes other people
join in. So I think the Minister ought to
give an explanation and endeavour to
satisfy this side of the Chamber because we
see this provision as giving too much
power to the Commissioner of Police.

Perhaps it might be reasonable for the
Commissioner of Police to have power to
determine whether a meeting should be
held. But I do not think t~he provision
should be so embracing as to restrict the
number of people who may attend or to
lay down conditions which should apply
in regard to that meeting. A biased Com-
missioner of Police may put a condition
that there shall be no political or trade
union discussion in the meeting. That is
how we see the matter. I hope the Min-
ister will be able to convince us that that
is not a correct interpretation.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I hope I can
convince the hontourable member because
he is reading this proposed new subsection
out of context and he missed the vital
words which are-

Any person or body who or which
proposes to conduct or organise any
procession, meeting or assembly ...

Six building workers walking off a pro-
ject and having a discussion in the sztreet-
which would be unusual because they
would have it on the building site-would
not constitute an assembly even if passers-
by stopped to listen in. In no way would
they be liable under this proposed Act be-
cause they were not intending to organise
a procession, meeting, or assembly. That is
as clear as it could possibly be and if that
does not explain it to the honourable mem-
ber I am wasting my breath.

The H-on. GRACE VAUGHAN: Once
again the Government has introduced a
Bill and does not understand that the
words it includes In Statutes will be in-
terpreted by other people in ways to suit
themselves. I amn not saying the Minister
will instruct anyone as to how they should
interpret certain things. The Minister's
intentions are not in doubt. The Opposi-
tion is concerned with the words in the
legislation. That is the important aspect.
I ask members to refer to the definition
of "assembly". Let us take this to its
ludicrous conclusion. Let us say that I
have a new year's eve party at which I
may7 have the Minister, the Deputy Chair-
man of Committees (the Hon. Olive
Griffiths). and Mr Cooley.

The Hon. T. Knight: That is ludicrous.
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: Let us

say that they walk Out onto the verge of
my respectable house and stand in that
public place and all declare that It is a
happy new year. They are declaring to
the People in my street that It is a happy
new Year. Members opposite might say
that this is ridiculous and ludicrous.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You said It.

The Hon. G. C. Macsinnon: I think.
you are.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I do not
care.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: You ought
to care.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I do not
care whether the Minister interprets it in
his way because I am declaring these are
the words and words are what we are
about. Our Intentions may be recorded in
Mansard, but the words are recorded in
the Statutes in perpetuity. What we have
passed in this Chamber will be Interpreted
by people now and in the future accord-
ing to their bias.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Rubbish!
The I-on. GRACE VAUGHAN: No refer-

ence Is made to the matter which might
be declared to the public. It could be that
It Is a happy new year or that ILDA has
done something which offends us. In your
speech to this Chamber, Mr Deputy Chair-
man (the Hon. Clive Griffiths), you
pointed out that ILDA had done some-
thing with which the people in your con-
stituency and in Western Australia did
not approve.

It is Possible a group could get together
in a public place to declare that what
ILDA was doing was wrong and the com-
missioner could fine each one $100 or put
them in the clink for a month.

Mr Knight may get up and declare he
does not approve of the censorship of
films, He may say this to a group of
distributors or patrons who do not like
being told what 1"R- films they can show.
They may get together and have a chat
after a film. They would represent an
assembly.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You are so
wrong.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The
Minister is always being naive about these
things.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I am not naive.
You are so wrong.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: We must
consider what the words mean and, in
this case, the Bill's definition of an
"assembly". It refers to the coming to-
gether of three or more persons. Mr
Knight, Mr Ferry, and I may come to-
gether for the common purpose of declar-
ing that we do not want "R" films vetoed.
The definition refers to the people mnak-
ing known their opinions to the public.
We could be talking to other people about
what we believe to be right for the people
of Western Australia. The definition also
refers to the assembly making its views
known in relation to any matter. In those
circumstances the commissioner could say
we were contravening the Act because as
a Chamber of Review we have said it is
okay to do this.
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The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon. She is a
clever woman and is having you on.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The
Minister for Education, who is a Past
master at conning the Chamber-

The Hon. 0. C, MacKinnon: I beg your
Pardon.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: -has
actually told me I am clever.

Point of Order
The Hon, 0. C. MacKINNON: On a

point of order, I ask for a withdrawal of
that remark. I have never in my life
conned this Chamber. It is impossible
because it consists of 30 intelligent people.
I have never tried to con the Chamber.
I object to the statement and ask for a
withdrawal.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (the Hon.
Clive Griffiths): The Minister asks for a
withdrawal of the statement.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I can
scarcely keep a straight face, but of course
I withdraw.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Thank
YOU.

Committee Resumned
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The

Minister has not conned the Chamber;
not all of us. To get back to the point,
the Bill states that an assembly of three
people with a common purpose and who
are capable of making known to the public
their views in relation to any matter are
likely to be subject to the commissioner.

The Hon. N. E, Baxter: No; can I ex-
plain it to you?

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The
Minister always answers a complex ques-
tion in a simplistic way and he will say
in his usual simplistic way that this is
not what is Intended.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I will not say
that at all.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I do not
care about what the Minister intends. I
care about what is in the Bill.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Who says any-
thing about Intent? You are either hav-
ing me on or you do not understand the
legislation.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The
Minister for Education uses words similar
to those I used when I said he conned
the Chamber. He said that I am having
someone on and this has been repeated
by the Minister for Health. I do not
object to this because if people are silly
enough to be "had on" I do not see why
I should ask for the words to be with-
2rawn. I have never asked for words to
be withdrawn in spite of the fact that
many have been objectionable to me. It
is rather kindergarten stuff to ask for a
withdrawal.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Why not sit
down and let me answer you?

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN:. Because
I have not finished. I want the Minister
to answer more than what I have raised
so far.

The Hon. N. B. Baxter: You are taking a
long time about It.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: It seems
to me that under section 52 the commis-
sioner already has the powers which have
been included in the clause. Under the
Bill we are taking away from the people
[lie opportunity to enunciate their views
on what ought to be happening in Western
Australia. Let us consider section 52 which
reads-

The Commissioner of Police from
time to time, and as occasion shall
require, may give directions and make
regulations for the route and pace to
be observed by all carts, carriages,
vehicles, horses, and persons-

I am quite happy with the Provision in the
Bill which deletes "carts" and "carriages"
because we have so few of them now and
"'vehicles" covers them. The section con-
tinues-

-and for preventing obstruction of
the streets and thoroughfares in any
city or town in all times of public
processions, public rejoicings, .
illuminations, or in the case of fires,-

The amending Bill provides more modern
terminology. There is not much to rejoice
about these days.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You sound like
Scrooge.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The fol-
lowing are the Important words because I
believe they give the commissioner suffi-
cient authority-

-and by such directions and regula-
tions provide for keeping order..

Surely this Is all that is needed in order
that a commissioner may keep order. The
commissioner may issue certain directions
and regulations. Why do we have to have
all this verbiage about directions and regu-
lations as contained in the clause, portion
of which reads-

(2) Directions or regulations given
or made under subsection (1) of this
section may impose upon the persons
organising or taking part In any pro-
cession, meeting, or assembly-

And so on ad nauseam. Surely section 52
is sufficient, when it says, "by such direc-
tions and regulations provide for keeping
order". Why do we have to dot every "I"
and cross every "t"? It seems to me the
police state is very Imminent. There is no
need for this provision. If the Commis-
sioner of Police has to keep order he has
to keep order, and if a procession is ob-
structing traffic of course he will move It
on.
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When I was walking in peace marches
and so on we had to approach the police
for assistance so that the procession would
cause as little disturbance as Possible and
so that the people walking in the proces-
sion would be protected. The police were
looked upon as people who Protected the
people walking in processions.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: What about
the p-ublic going about their lawful busi-
ness?

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: This is
where Mr Masters has a very clouded view
of the role of the police. I was brought up
to see the police as people who helped and
enabled order to be maintained instead of
as the big bad wolf which perhaps Mr
Masters would like to see, and which Is
certainly not consonant with my reading
about the London bobby. When I first came
to Western Australia nearly eight years
ago and joined in a peace march, which
was relatively unknown in the rather con-
servative city of Perth, the police were
very helpful, When people on the sidewalk
threw things they were the aggressors, not
the people walking in the procession who
were being protected by the police. The
police were ensuring the bystanders did
not throw eggs, and those who did throw
eggs were marched off to the police station
and asked to account for themselves. That
is how I see the role of the police.

If the people at the grass roots of soc-
iety decide they want to protest about
something-

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Grass roots!
The Hon GRACE VAUGHAN: The Min-

ister sneers about grass roots. That is why
he did not want to go to the Australian
Assistance Plan conference. He sneers at
grass roots. He wants to tell the people
what to do: he does not want them to tell
him what to do.

The H-on. N. E. Baxter: That is a very
nasty assertion and a falsehood.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I asked
him why he was not sending anyone to
the Australian Assistance Plan conference
and he said he did not think it was im-
portant enough. That is in Hansard. My
attitude to the police is that they are to
protect the people no matter whether they
are in a procession or on the sidewalk.

The H-on. G. E. Masters: Now we have
got to it.

The Hon GRACE VAUGHAN: Whenever
a procession or demonstration was being
organised we approached the police, told
them what was going on, and asked them
for assistance; and they gave it whole-
heartedly and happily. However, over the
lest few years a very unhappy attitude has
crept in whereby the police are seen as
being anti-processions and anti-demon-
strations. This Bill epitomises the attitude
that demonstrations are wrong and the
demonstrators have to be supervised. That

should not be the case. The police should
be there to see justice is done on all sides.
It is very regrettable that the tenor of
this Bill is that we are moving towards the
attitude that processions and demnonstra-
tions are a nuisance.

I maintain that the day demonstrations
and processions are a, nuisance to this soc-
iety we will have lost our democratic pro-
cesses, because that is what they are all
about. When we have representatives in the
Parliament and we do not have a demon-
stration of what the people think, we are
losing touch with the people themselves
and we are losing our democracy.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I do not think
I have ever heard anyone draw such a
long bow on a Bill. The whole tenor of
what the Hon. Grace Vaughan has said
has really been mischief -making. The
honourable member tries to convince the
Chamber by giving members the rounds of
the kitchen. I do not think there is a word
of truth in anything she said.

Someone has to look after the commu-
nity. We cannot have people holding
demonstrations without getting permission
for them. We cannot have people attack-
ing other people at night; the police must
have control. I do not want a police state,
nor does anyone else, and it is ridiculous
to make such a fuss and bother because
we are giving the Commissioner of Police
the right to police meetings. To think we
cannot trust the Commissioner of Police
is too ridiculous for words.

I support the Bill wholeheartedly and I
have never heard so much poppycock as
I have heard on this Bill in this Chamber
tonight.

The Hon. N. E. B3AXTER: Perhaps I
can put this in the right context so that
the honourable member can understand
It. The proposed new subsection (4) in
clause 4 gives a definition of "assembly"
and refers back to proposed new Subsection
(3), which reads--

(3) Any person or body who or which
proposes to conduct or organise
any procession, meeting or assem-
bly in any street, thoroughfare or
public place-

The honourable member knows very well
that is so and what she is saying Is entirely
wrong. It is not the purpose to apply these
words to any assembly of three or more
persons. It purely gives a definition of
"assembly". It has no relation to the Act
except for the meaning of the word
"assembly" used in proposed subsection
(3).

The Hon. R. F, CLAUGHTON: The
Minister is a long way out in his interpre-
tation. He keeps moving away from the
point,

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I am moving
right onto the point, and you know it.
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The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: We must
read the words which are there. In pro-
Posed subsection (3) there must be the
Idea that people want to meet in such a
Place. The definition of an assembly Is the
coming together of three or more persons.
The number can be much larger but three
or four persons is the minimum for an
assembly. In this definition they are the
public referred to.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Will You read
proposed subsection (3), taking out the
word "assembly" and inserting the words
"a coming together of three of more Per-
sons" etc.?

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: It would
then read-

Any person or body who or which
proposes to conduct or organise any
procession, meeting or a coming to-
gether of three or more persons for the
common purpose of thereby making
known to the public their views in
relation to any matter-

That is precisely what we on this side
have been saying. Whatever the size of
the group which comes together to be ad-
dressed-be it three or four, or 300 or 400
-that is the assembly. It does not say
there must be two, three, or four people
who stand up and explain something to
another group. Those three or four people
who address each other are the assembly,
and three or four Is the smallest number
involved.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Read it as it
should be read.

The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: Three or
four persons is the assembly or meeting we
are talking about. This provision says if
they intend to have a meeting they must
make application. Going on to clause 5,
if a group of people organise among them-
selves to come together for a meeting-
perhaps the men on a building site who
have a problem and agree among them-
selves to get together off the site to discuss
the matter-that is a calling together for
a meeting in the terms of the legislation.
If the police are sent along or just hap-
pen along and ask those people whether
they have applied to have the meeting, of
course they must say they have not. Such
occasions arise all the time. It might be
an ordinary monthly meeting in a public
place. In the terms of the legislation, read
literally, they should make application.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Which group
holds a monthly meeting in a public place?

The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: Branches
of the Labor Party and possibly of the
Liberal Party hold meetings in schools and
halls. It is not unusual for groups to meet
in public places in the community. One
group meets in a hotel and I do not
think that is unusual although it is a
public Place. If someone takes offence and

the people have not applied for permission
to have a meeting there, the legislation
could be used in an oppressive way.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You know that
is not so. You are only drawing a long
bow.

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: It is not
that far-fetched.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: It Is far-fetched,
and you know It.

The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: if the
Minister had read the Beach report he
would know that It is not far-fetched.
Such legislation is too easily abused and
that is what we are talking about. In
our tradition we tend to err on the side
of People's liberties and freedoms.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: We do not
tend to err on taking away people's liber-
ties and freedoms--we tend to keep them.

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: That is
right.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You are saying
we are doing the opposite.

The Hon. R. P. CLAUGHTON: In this
legislation. yes.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Nothing of the
sort.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (The Hon.
Olive Griffiths): order! Would members
direct their remarks to the Chair.

The Hon. Rt. F. CLAUGHTON: It would
be restricting the freedom of the people
if we required that every group must make
application before it can meet in a public
Place. That is not a requirement now, and
in general Australians would be most cross
-to put it mildly-if they were told they
must do so.

This could well become a neglected law,
but then we may find someone with a
bias against a particular group, and it
could be used in such circumstances. We
have not needed such legislation up until
now, and we do not need it now.

The information has been given to the
Committee that up to this time such a
request has been made to local authorities.
That is reasonable, because it divides the
authorities' concern so that nothing can
be used in an oppressive way. There are
Plenty of Provisions within the Police Act
which give the Police Force power to con-
trol any such disorderly occurrences.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: Prom the
disinterest shown on the other side of the
House it is obvious this clause will be
passed. This type of disinterest brings
about all sorts of oppressive laws. It was
this type of disinterest which allowed
Hitler to march on his way-people did
not give a damn about what happened in
the community and little laws slipped in
one by one. Perhaps it Is reasonable that
in one respect the commissioner has the
right to say "Yes". or "No" to a meeting.
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My principal objection to the proposed sec-
tion. and one on which I would like the
Minister to give a firm answer, is in re-
ference to the number three which has
been chosen. Did this come from the
South African apartheid laws, from
Hitler's laws, or from Russia?

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Have you heard
of "two's company and three's a crowd"?

The Hon. D. w. COOLEY: That is the
sort of answer we expect. Why Is it neces-
sary in a free society to prevent more than
three people holding a meeting?

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Make it five or
six, what is the difference? It is a waste
of breath explaining it to you.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I would lie
some explanation as to why this figure
three was chosen. Why was this defini-
tion of "assembly" included at all? As I
Maid before, I could understand the provi-
sion if we had suffered a spate of violence
In the community. However, there is more
risk of violence breaking out at a football
match on a Saturday afternoon than there
is from an assembly of people. People
organising football matches do not have
to seek the permission of the police. Per-
haps the Minister will explain where this
interpretation of the word "assembly"
comes from.

The Hon.
listened with
ments. I do
legislation at

0. E. MASTERS: I have
some interest to the corn-

not think this is repressive
all. On page 4 of the Bill-
Point of Order

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I thought.
Sir, that we were on clause 4.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (the Hon.
Cive Griffiths): We are on clause 4, and I
direct the honourable member's attention
to that fact.

Cominnttee Resumed
The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: I thank the

honourable member. This provision Indi-
cates to me that It refers to three persons
who are calling a public meeting. It does
not seem to indicate that three persons
will be required to gain permission before
they can meet.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: No, It applies
also to an assembly.

The Hon. 0.5E. MASTERS: The honour-
able member is putting her own interpre-
tation on it.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Have a look
at the Interpretation of "assembly".

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: That is my
reading of It. I think the Opposition is
doing a grave disservice to the Commis-
sioner of Police. It is quite clear that he
must have reasonable grounds to proceed,
and those reasonable rounds are laid out.
Any of these grounds would Justify the
commissioner's taking action. If he con-
siders there are no reasonable grounds
on which to act, he will permit the public

meeting to proceed. We are really talking
about a public meeting called by three
people.

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: No we are
not.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: What non-
sense!

The Hon. Rt. F. Claughton: You are
confusing the Minister.

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS: The Hon.
Jack Heitman was quite correct-this is a
kerfuffle over nothing at all. It is plainly
a matter for common sense.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I feel I should
speak to this clause because in my opinion
this is another erosion of the democratic
rights of the Australian people who live
in Western Australia.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: We had all that.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Minister
will hear it again. The answer to the
query about the use of the number three
becomes very evident, In my opinion, be-
cause I know that this is part of the
British tradition, when the motive was to
repress people. The old Statute relating
to mutiny, and even our own navigation
legislation, provide that three people can
be construed as a mutiny. I do not mind
agreeing to legislation when some kind of
reason is given for it. I have quickly read
this Bill again, and I am still not aware
of any reason to change the situation.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: It was given in
the second reading speech.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: What is the
reason? I have been associated with a
number of demonstrations and marches
in the port city from which I come, and
I have received a number of letters from
various Commissioners of Police thanking
us for our co-operation 'with the Police
Force and for complying with its requests.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You will get that
in the future too.

The Hon. D. K. DAMS: I am sure we
will, but there are such things as spon-
taneous assemblies. We know that the
erosion of democracy takes place very
slowly and it takes place because many
people are not aware of It. I do not sug-
gest that any member who normally sits
in this Chamber would be a party to the
type of conduct I am referring to, but next
year, or the year after, having regard for
the very volatile situation of politics-
and it is volatile-and having regard for
the facts freely printed in the Press that
the major political parties of the world
will be In the control of extremists in the
near future, it could happen that in a few
years from now we have in this Chamber
very different people from those here to-
night. I agree that people here tonight are
democrats, or I hope they are, and
I am intending to be very serious in
saying that. Putting legislation such as
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this onto the Statute books makes it very
easy for despots--if I may use that term-
to manipulate the law.

Mr Deputy Chairman (the Hon. Clive
Griffiths), I know the matter I am about
to mention is not in the Bill, but it is
pertinent. I recall debate with the pre-
sent Minister some time ago about the
laws relating to the role of the Road Traf-
fic Authority. I did not dwell then on the
question of the person who was guilty, but
rather on the question of the person who
was innocent, and who could be subjected
to all kinds of indignities if pulled up by
members of the RTA. I am not impugning
the integrity of the Minister, or indeed
your own integrity, Mr Deputy Chairman,
but I must comment that some of the
actions I suggested have now taken place.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: How does this
apply to the clause?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: What I am
afraid of is when legislation passes outside
this Chamber. We all know that all the
assurances of the Minister, made In the
best of faith, do not amount to two spits
when they get down below. We live In a
country in which we have a fair amount Of
freedom, but over the last 29 months or so
we have seen legislation coming here, par-
ticularly from the Department of Fisheries
and Fauna, which leaves a great deal to
be desired.

I have sarious doubts about this legis-
lation. Mr Blaxter may be quite sincere
in what he is saying but, to take an ex-
treme example, it is quite easy to say,
"My son knows how to use a gun. He

would never Point a loaded gun at any-
one." Suddenly, the son has got a loaded
gun in his bands and has probably
destroyed two or three people.

I suppose I could say, "Whatever you do
you are going to do", but we Should never
think like that because the erosion of our
democratic rights can take place right
before our eyes. This is a process which
has occurred in countries which have
totalitarian regimes. They used the par-
liamentary Process to erode the very basis
of their democratic rights. I have read
this legislation. What happens if the
present economic circumstances continue
to worsen? We cannot simply hide our
heads In the sand. We can argue all night
about the relative merits of the various
political leaders, but the historical fact is
that we are an exporting nation and to a
large extent we have no control over the
economic circumstances which govern our
country. The economic circumstances may
worsen.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You are start-
ing to sound like the bells of doom.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: No, I am look-
ing as a member of Parliament at the
proper way of doing certain things; I am
interested in protecting the rights of the
people, and what happens to people. If
I could have in my hands a written

guarantee to say that the situation is not
going to change, I would agree that it
would not he a bad idea to give the Com-
missioner of Police such powers. How-
ever, I have no such guarantee. However
well-intentioned and written the Bill may
be. we do not know what will happen in
the future. What if this authority falls to
a person who uses It against the people?

I suppose the Commissioner of Police
has had some reason in the Past to com-
plain on behalf of his department, but
what real reason has he had for com-
plaint? Have we seen vast riots, public
disorder, or disobedience? Of course we
have not, Why should we continue to try
to use a sledge hammer to crack a peanut?
Why try to stir up people by putting this
Power into the hands of one person? It is
about time we realised our parliamentary
system is under attack. People are re-
pudiating it because they think we are a
mob of dills.

How many members have gone around
their electorates recently saying, "What do
you think of this legislation?" I admit
that I have not done it in respect of this
Bill. While I agree it may not do a great
deal to my constituents today, tomorrow
or the day after in a very volatile situa-
tion it could make legal the actions of a
man or his Government in this Parlia-
ment which amount to no less than a vast
repression of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and there would be no way out of it.

There is no necessity for this clause.
What is the danger? Is the Minister con-
cerned that three people may cause a riot
or a mutiny on the ferry to South Perth?
We are the masters of the Jurisdiction of
our democratic Processes, and we should
not accept this clause simply because we
think it is inevitable.

I am not playing party polities now. If
I were sitting in the Minister's chair and
I Presented similar legislation to give the
Commissioner of Police Power to do cer-
tain things without consultation with the
general public, I could be equally criticised.
If we agree to this Bill along with
numerous others, we will continue to
abdicate our responsibilities as legislators.
We have seen a number of such abdica-
tions in the past. I am not blaming any
-articular member or political party.
However, Parliament is becoming a laugh-
ing s;tock; members have only to read the
newspapers to know the truth of that. No
matter how well intentioned the depart-
mnent may be, why should we become the
willing tools of the bureaucrats who do not
have to answer to the public?

Mr Baxter should not try to convince
me he thought up this amendment.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You know I
am only representing the Minister in this
Place, and that even th responsible Min-
ister does not draft legislation; it is drawn
vp by the department.
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The Hon. D. K. DANS: Mr Baxter is
a willing tool of whoever told him to put
in this clause: I do not know who it was.
The newspapers every day contain stories
about how the bureaucrats are running
this, that, and the other. I believe Mr
Baxter would be advised to have another
look at this legislation. If he does not-
and he probably will not-once more we
will have seen the denigration of members
of Parliament. I am not politicking on
this one.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Not much!
The Ron. D. K. DANS: I am not; per-

haps Mr Heitman does net understand the
meaning of the Greek word "democracy".
However, I do; I am looking to the
future. If members wish to look into the
past because they cannot understand the
present or the future without an under-
standing of past history, they will see what
happens when people simply adopt changes
in a docile manner. I do not think for
one moment the Minister understands the
Bill before us.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I am sure I do.
The Hon. D. K. DANS: The Minister

does not understand its implications if it
falls into the wrong hands.

The H-on. J. Heitman: Do you mean to
say you do not have trust in the Commis-
sioner of Police?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I trust the Com-
missioner of Police.

The Hon. J. Heitman: What are you
arguing about?

The Hon. D. K. DANS: I am afraid of
what might happen in the future. What
would happen if all those hordes of
grey, creeping socialists gained power by
the democratic processes, and applied this
provision?

The Hon. J. Heitman: I have a little
faith in our people. Evidently you have
no faith In your own people otherwise
you would not be upset about who could
follow the present Commissioner of Police.

The Hon. V). K. DANS: I have faith in
our people and I also have plenty of faith
in human nature and, as economic cir-
cumstances change, so do attitudes. It
has been said that the most sensitive nerve
of a human body is the hip pocket nerve;
it is amazing how many people can be
swayed this way or that way because of
their financial circumstances. AUl I am
saying is that we should have another
look at this legislation. I would hate to
see its being used as some form of re-
pression against the people of Western
Australia. I do not think that is a very
bad thing to ask. I oppose the clause.

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY: I asked the
Minister to explain why the number three
had been chosen in regard to an assembly
or meeting, and perhaps he can reply now.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I thought I
gave the honourable member an answer
earlier. There is an old British saying

that two is company and three Is a crowd.
It is a fact that two is company; it could
be man and wife, or something of that
nature. When we get beyond that we start
to create a crowd or an unwanted person.
It depends on the circumstances. We
could select the number three, four, or
even six, but what does it really matter
provided it is laid down clearly in the
legislation?

The Hon. Grace Vaughan: Why not
one?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Why not
seven? One person does not constitute a
group or an assembly. It is ridiculous for
Mrs Vaughan to suggest that,

Mr Vans qualified his remarks by say-
ing he supported the legislation, hut then
he made some excuses. In answer to him,
the reason that this legislation is being
introduced is that law and order can be
maintained. Opposition to this clause is
tantamount to saying that any group of
People can assemble In any street or
thoroughfare, and block the traffic. Such
action Is quite Illegal.

The Hon. 1). W. Cooley: I cannot accept
the explanation of the Minister.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: This
question of three persons constituting a
gathering smacks very much of the old
combination Act. It might be a magical
number and has some biblical origin, be-
cause the Bible says "Where three are
gathered together there am I also."

Here is a provision which is meaningless
and which prevents people from expressing
their attitudes. Here is something to be
feared by the Government, because the
people are gathering to express their views.
This theme was taken up by Miss Elliott
and continued by Mr Vans. It is the fear
that the people will be expressing their
opinions on what ought to happen instea
of the people accepting direction from
the top as to what they ought to accept.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: The Govern-
ment does not fear anything along those
lines.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: Why does
the Minister feel it imperative to intro-
duce legislation which only extends the
provisions already contained in the Police
Act? If the Commissioner of Police can-
not interpret or implement the legislation
in an effective way, maybe he is applying
the wrong provisions and maybe his
efficiency should be inquired into, because
the Police Act provides that he may give
directions and make regulations for the
keeping of order.

The provision in the clause appears in
words,' and words are what we are gov-
erned by-not the Intentions or the inter-
pretations, but the words as they appear
in the Statute. I am well aware of the
reason the Bill has been introduced. As
a member of this Parliament I have a
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duty to point out what I consider to be
a violation of the rights of the people.
If Mr Heitman says I am talking a lot
of nonsense he is entitled to his opinion,
but let members opposite not question my
integrity or my intention, because my in-
tention is to ensure that any Bill which
goes through this Committee does not
violate the rights of the people. I do not
like being dramatic at this late hour of the
morning.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: You sound
dramatic.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: If the
Minister likes to sneer at my intention
then I am sorry for him, because I do
not think he even understands what is
in the Bill. He reads the words and places
his own interpretation on them. We are
not talking about interpretation but about
the words, and the words say it is neces-
sary to approach the Commissioner of
Police for a permit if People want to hold
any sort of procession, demonstration, or
assembly.

What would have happened on the
famous occasion when Mr Eckersley and
his group were at Subiaco oval talking
about what they considered to be a viola-
tion of their rights? I do not care whether
I was hit on the head with a tomato, or
whether Mr Whitlamn was hit with a Coca-
Cola can, although I was sorry for him,
I do not like a tomato squashed on my
head, but I will defend to the last the
right of farmers to walk into Forrest Place
and say, "We object to what you are do-
ing in the Federal Government." I did
not like the behaviour of the People on
that occasion, and I think they had too
much to drink. However, they were en-
titled to assemble and protest.

What would happen under this Bill if
Mr Eckersley had said, "We are all going
down to Forrest Place to protest'? Would
Mr Eckersley have said. "We have not
written to the Commissioner of Police to
gain permission in writing to go to For-
rest Place to protest against Mr Whitlam"?

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Was it not a
public meeting?

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: It was
not. The Commissioner of Police would be
able to say. "There will be a meeting of
the Australian Labor Party In Forrest
Place, and Mr Whitlam, Mrs Vaughan, Mr
Bryce and Mr Davies will be present. There
will be an assembly of 3 000 people." As
the Minister has Pointed out, one has to
consider the size of the place and the
people who can be accommodated. The
Commissioner of Police could say, "We wvill
not grant permission for more than
3 000 People to gather." When the people
came from Subiaco oval they would have
been barred frcm entering Forrest Place.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Where does
the Bill provide for a restriction on num-
bers?

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The hion-
ourable member is very naive. What the
provision states is that the Commissioner
of Police may impose such conditions as
he thinks fit. It may be that he decides
the maximum number of people who can
be accommodated at Forrest Place in
safety and in comfort, to meet the require-
ments of the number of Police officers who
will be present, Is a certain figure.

Let me deal with what I consider to be
a much more important matter, and it is
related to what Mr Eckersley and the
people at Sublaco oval might have decided;
I refer to a spontaneous assembly. It is
not always possible to send through the
post or deliver by hand a request and
get an answer in time to hold an assembly
in a public place legitimately. Maybe this
Parliament has decided to pass a certain
Bill to which People object, as a result of
which people gather spontaneously to
demonstrate. Because they have not
obtained written permission from the
Commissioner of Police and have not had
time to apply for it, they are not able to
participate in the demonstration.

We like to think that we have a
democracy based on the Greek type of
democracy in which the people are para-
mount and their decisions are the import-
anit ones. If the people cannot decide
spontaneously that they are opposed to
something, we might as well give the
whole thing away. It would not be the
people expressing their opinions.

I would ask the Minister specifically
what will happen about spontaneoujs
demonstrations, Will the Commissioner of
Police give an immediate answer if I take
by hand to him an application seeking
Permission to hold a demonstration today,
because today a decision has been made
by Idi Amin, the United Nations, Malcolm
Fraser, Gough Whitlam, or Sir Charles
Court to which I object, and a group of
people want to demonstrate?

The Hon' N. E. Baxter: Yes, if it is
a reasonable request and he can be con-
tacted.

The I-on. GRACE VAUGHAN: Will he
give permission immediately? If the com-
missioner refuses to grant permission can
I make an approach to the Minister for
Police? Where is that provided in the Bill?
What right of appeal do I have to uphold
my legitimate right to demonstrate against
something which is opposed to my views?

Obviously the Minister does not have an
answer. He treats me with contempt in
the same way as he expects the Commis-
sioner of Police to treat the public.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I have been
answering you all night, but you have
Ignored what I have said.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: The Min-
Ister has not answered my queries con-
cerning appeals and decisions.
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The Hon. N. E, Baxter: Yes, I have. I
answered some time ago.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: About
the police?

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I did that some
time ago.

The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I beard
nothing about how I could appeal against
a decision of the Commissioner of Police
which refuses permission for the holding of
a demonstration, a procession, or an
assembly. obviously he does not intend to
answer. He has contempt for me as a
representative of the people, and contempt
for the People who want to conduct
demonstrations and assemblies-whether
they be farmers, people opposed to the
mining of uranium, or people representing
other causes. He refuses to answer, and I
hope this is well and truly reported.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 5 to 13 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Re-port
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the

Hon. N. B. Baxter (Miniister for Health).
and passed.

ROAD TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 3).
Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

THME HON. GRACE VAUGHAN (South-
East Metropolitan) 12.48 a.m.]; We
oppose this Bill. There are certain parts of
It to which we agree, for Instance the first
part concerning trailers. However, the sub-
stantial part of the Bill concerns speed-
measuring equipment, and we are not
satisfied that there are sufficient safe-
guards for the alleged transgressors who
will be charged with speeding.

It appears the provisions of this Bill will
take away from the defendant the oppor-
tunity to question, firstly, the efficacy of
the apparatus, secondly, the ability of the
Person operating the apparatus, and,
thirdly, whether in fact the apparatus has
been approved for measuring a transgres-
sion of the law.

It appears there have been very few
prosecutions where people have been un-
willing to pay the fine on the spot, or with-
in the required time. Those who object to
the charge and decide to plead, "Not
Guilty" in the court, will have to challenge
the evidence Put forward by the patrol-
main.

I understand from my reading of this
Bill that if a patrolman gives evidence that
the machine had been tested that would
be prima fadie evidence, and the defendant

would have no defence. A defendant will
not be able to take the apparatus away and
have it checked by an independent auth-
ority.

We do not consider there is sufficient
safeguard for the defendant. This is some-
thing which should concern us all, as Part
of British justice: A defendant is innocent
until proven guilty. If we are to agree that
a piece of machinery has more veracity
than the word of a defendant, we will have
reached a sorry state of affairs. We oppose
the measure.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
[2.50 a.m.J: The honourable member has
raised some queries with regard to a de-
fendant being apprehended for speeding.
The Bill proposes that the evidence of the
officer will be Prima facie evidence, but
in the court the counsel for the defendant
will be able to ask the following ques-
tion--

(a) What is the name and model
number of the radar?

(b) What company manufactures the
instrument?

(c) What time was the radar activity
started?

(d) Where was the radar instrument
located on date of the offence?

(e) What was the direction of traffic
being surveyed?

Cf) How many lanes in the particular
section of the highway were
under surveillance?

(g) Where was the patrol car parked
in relation to the highway?

(h) How much experience has the
Patrolman had with the unit?

0) Did he perform tests for proper
equipment function on the date
of the offence?

(j) What did these tests consist of?
(k) What is the source of power to

the radar instrument?
(1) Will the radar instrument operate

properly if a malfunction is pre-
sent?

Cmn) Weather conditions, road condi-
tions-straight, undulating.

Where a person Is of the opinion that he
was not exceeding the speed limit, his
lawyer will be able to ask all of those
questions. If the prosecuting officer is not
able to answer those Questions satisfac-
torily, the case would not stand. I trust
I have answered the questions raised by
the honourable member.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(the Hon. R. J. L. Williams) in the Chair:
the Hon. N. E. Baxter (Minister for
Health) in charge of the Bill.
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Clauses 1 and 2 put and Passed.
Clause 3: Section 98A added-
The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN: I would

like an assurance from the Minister that
the list of questions which he put forward
will be included in the regulations. I would
also like an assurance that the persons
who will operate the apparatus will, in
fact, be trained.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: In the list of
questions which I presented, there is
ample opportunity for a defendant to be
able to challenge a patrolman when ap-
prehended for speeding. There is no rea-
son for the list of questions to be included
In the regulations because the document
will be available freely.

Clause put and Passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the
Hon. N. E. Baxter (Minister for Health).
and passed.

LOAN BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage
of the sitting.

THE HON. S. J. DELLAR (Lower
North) (2.58 am.]: At this stage of the
morning I do not in~tend to delay the
House. I was prompted earlier-actually
last evening-when the Hon. Gordon Mas-
ters in answer to an interjection from me
said that he had not heard much from
me. However, in spite of that comment,
I can assure members that it is not my
intention to speak at length.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: Will it make
any difference if I were to take that re-
mark back, Mr Dellar?

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: If the Mon.
Gordon Masters would like to see me
privately, later, I will tell him why I have
not taken a great deal of interest in the
proceedings this evening.

As outlined by the Minister in his second
reading speech, the passage of this Bill is
very necessary.

I did not take advantage of the op -portunity earlier this evening, as I be-
lieve I was entitled to, to supplement some
of the remarks with regard to the vol-
untary retirement of certain members of
this Chamber. I am not suggesting that
some of the other members may not be
with us next Year. It has been my
privilege and pleasure to be able to share
with other members of this Legislative
Council a very gratifying experience dur-
ing the 5J years-not the six years as
claimed by some members-that I have
been here.

Perhaps in my ease and that of other
Opposition members, it has been somewhat
frustrating; but nevertheless I believe my
term has been beneficial and has been in
the interests of the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

As I have a somewhat lengthy
background in local government-and with
the help of the Hon. Roy Claughton-! am
pleased that in my short time here several
amendments have been made to the Local
Government Act which have been of bene-
fit to local government.

It is difficult to know where to start
when complimenting people. The Hon.
Tom Perry is not present with us tonight
and he, along with the other retiring mem-
bers, has my deepest respect and highest
regard. It is unfortunate that he is not
able to be with us tonight. In the short
time I have been here I have developed
a very close understanding and friendship
with him.

The Hon. Roy Abbey, with all his bull-
and I say that kindly-and with his know-
ledge of the beef industry, with which he
is closely associated, has been of benefit
to this place. The Hon. Jack Heitman,
whom as I mentioned at a gathering
earlier tonight I have known for many
years, I am sure will be long remembered
for the services he has rendered to local
government in Western Australia both
Prior to and since entering the Parlia-
ment. I well recall the arguments and
debates I have had with him on various
occasions, but never have we not been able
to sit down later and discuss the problem.

To you, Mr President, I pay my deepest
respect. I entered this Chamber as a
very Young 34-year-old. In fact, I think
I was the second youngest member of the
Chamber, the youngest being Mr Leeson.
It has been a pleasure and a privilege as
a Young member of this Chamber to be
associated with members of the likes of
You, Sir, Mr Heitman, Mr Abbey, and Mr
Perry.

I entered this Chamber as a very timid
person, and members opposite will agree
that I am still the same; and when I
was faced with the proposition of having
nine or 10 Opposition members against 20
Government members, I thought we would
be on our feet day and night.

However, I soon found out that despite
all our haggling and our differences of
opinion in this Chamber, there are some
very nice members of this place. In fact,
there Is not one member here that one
cannot get to like. I well recall as a
young member, along with Mr Wordsworth
and a few others, being petrified by the
then Leader of the Opposition who at that
time was you, Mr President. However, I
soon got to know you and to find that your
bark was worse than your bite. I have
appreciated all I have learnt from you in
this Chamber, and also what I have learnt
from other members.
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I1 could also go back in history and men-
tion the Hon. Bill'Willessee who taught
me a great deal.

Although we have our differences of
opinion, we still manage to retain some
semblance of co-operation and agreement.

Although the Hon. Des Dana is going to
say something about this later, I would
like to place on record. the tremendous
assistance we receive from the Clerks and
their staff. I am sure everyone would
agree with that.

The Minister for Justice, who is the
Leader of the Government in this House
for the time being, has already shown a
ready willingness to co-operate; and that
has perhaps been offset by the ready and
willing co-operation of the Opposition.

The Hon, R, F. Claughton: Perhaps it
enhanced it.

.The Hon. S, J. DETLAR: Perhaps it did.
However, I think it Is noticeable that In
the last three years a change has occurred
in this House in that the opposition does
not involve itself in lengthy debates
where it is unnecessary, whilst on many
occasions Government members have
availed themselves of the opportunity to
speak at length on issues which the Op-
position has supported. Whether this has
been due to a lack of discipline, co-opera-
tion, or communication, I do not know.

I think I have said enough-perhaps I
have said too much.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Hear, hear!
The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: After that in-

terjection. I could go on to refer to the
State Shipping Service!

The Hon. 0. C. MacKinnon: No.
The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: But I will not.

We support the Bill.

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West-Minister for Education) [3.10 ai. .
Despite the fact that the Education De-
partment takes up a fair amount of loan
funds, that is not the matter about which
I wish to speak. Similarly to Mr Dollar.
I wish to avail myself of the opportunity
to refer to those members who are retir-
ing. Fifteen members of this Chamber
are about to retire, and of those 11 are
seeking re-election. I wish them the suc-
cess they deserve. The four who are not
seeking re-election are the Hon. Roy
Abbey, the Hon. Jack Heitman, the Hon.
Tom Perry, and you. Mr President.

You, Sir, were present in this Chamber
when I entered it, and I think Roy Abbey
entered it three months after I did, and
Mr Perry and Mr Heitman came in later
still. When I entered this Chamber Bert
Simpson was the Leader of the Govern-
ment in the Legislative Council. He sub-
sequently retired and You, Sir took his
Position. I have watched you operate in
that position over many Years. As a tacti-
cian, I think we would have to search a

long way to find Your equal, and you have
equalled that success in your present capa-
city with the dignity you have brought to
the position of President. We will miss
you, the House will miss you, and I think
those of us who come to you and ask your
advice occasionally will miss you especially.
I would hope, Sir, that you might miss us.
I think you probably will, but I hope you
will mitigate that loss by coming to see
us as frequently as possible.

I first met Roy Abbey at Harvey, which
was an odd place-

The Hon. 3. C. Tozer: What is odd about
Harvey?

The Hon. 0. C. MacWINNON. Mr Abbey
came from Beverley, and represented a
totally different electorate: the only reason
that meeting him at Harvey was odd was
that he was out of his electorate. Know-
ing the high regard Mr Tozer has for
Harvey, I would not suggest that town is
odd.

Mr Abbey was attending aL nwetIng at
Harvey when I met him, and some three
months later he became a member of this
Chamber. I would hope we have been
friends ever since. Of course, we have had
our spats-who has not '-but that does
not alter the fact that we are friends.

The Hon. Jack Heitman joined this
Parliament some time later, and I have
enjoyed some nice visits with him. He
has a remarkable propensity for always
having available a comfortable bed and
a full bottle of Scotch, which I find an
attractive combination. I have heard
other members extolling the praises of
both those members. We have all had
our worries about different members. I
can recall leaving Jack Heitman when he
had to return on a train, and I was wor-
ried because he was so desperately tired.
I phoned one or two people to see if I
could get him to take things a bit easier,
but I might as well have been talking to
the chair, because he was out working just
as hard the next day.

The honourable Tomn Perry still owes
me a feed of marron which I will probably
get one day. I think he has sold his
property but he has still promised to get
me some. Tom Perry has cardied on
bravely under very great trials because he
has been very sick for some time. But
he has done very we]] despite that handi-
cap. We all sincerely hope that he re-
covers from that situation.

I did not want to let this opportunity
go by without mentioning You, Mr Presi-
dent, in particular and other members
with whom I have been associated. Mr
Baxter is seeking re-election and he Is
the only other Person who was in the
House when I was elected. What a galaxy
of talent we have seen pass by. Gilbert
Fraser sat In that seat when I first came
In. He was extremely helpful to me and
I have reason to be thankful to him for
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some of the advice he gave me. He was
a very wily fox. I mention also Harry
Strickland, Frank Wise, and Keith Watson.
I sat in the chair now occupied by Mr
Pratt with Keith Watson on one side and
Gordon Hislop on the other and one could
not imagine a better combination as far
as advice is concerned because they were
two extremely able people.

I am starting to speak as though I am
one of those retiring and I am not, but I
wish those who are seeking re-election the
fortunes which they deserve. I am speak-
ing more particularly of the four who are
retiring from Parliament and I sincerely
hope that you, Sir, and the other three
who are retiring wll have a lung and en-
joyable time and that you will not miss
this place too much because over a num-
ber of years one tends to narrow down.
if I can use that term, and become so
associated with this place that I can well
Imagine not being here would create some-
thing of a problem for a period of re-
adjustment. I sincerely hope that during
that period we shall see you back here
on frequent occasions to reminisce about
times that have gone. Quite apart from
that, may I wish you and your wife and
the other members and their wives all the
happiness in the future.

THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [3.18 a.in.]: During my re-
marks on an earlier Bill I extended my
good wishes toD those retiring but unfor-
tunately forgot to mention the honourable
Jack Heitman. It was rather a serious
oversight on my part because I knew
Jack a long time before I had any ambi-
tions to come to this Chamber. When I
got here his was a most welcome face
among a lot of strangers.

I knew Jack in Morawa at the time of
my first posting as a teacher. He was one
of the many people in that town who went
out of their way to make a person such as
myself, a transient in the town, at home
and able to settle in. His wife is one of
the most charming and homely women
and a very good friend to people. She is
one of those who helped my wife adjust to
a new life away from the city when I
married her and took her to Morawa. For
those reasons I regret very much that I
omitted to mention Jack when I spoke
previously.

We have met in very different circum-
stances on the floor of this House, a side
of him af which I had not been aware in
his home town, which is probably the way
it should have been.

While I am on my feet I should like to
extend my thanks to the staff who have
assisted members. I do not intend to go
through them all but, like other members,
I very much appreciate the services they
render to us to make our job that much
easier and to make it flow more readily.

THE HON. T. KNIGHT (South) (3.20
a.mJ.: I missed the opportunity earlier
this evening and I would not like to let
this opportunity slip without saying some-
thing. As a relatively new member of this
H-ouse, having served 21 years, I should
also like to pay tribute to the four re-
tiring members. Mr President, during my
time here I have appreciated the help and
assistance you have given me- I have heard
a lot about your previous years in Parlia-
ment and your ability as an orator and a
debater is something we should all like
to achieve. Your knowledge of Parliament
and the parliamentary system has borne
you out well in your term as President. I
feel a great pleasure in having served in
this Chamber with you as President. I
wish you all the very best in your retire-
ment and I hope that you have all that
you wish for yourself.

I have come very close to the honourable
Roy Abbey in my time here. He has been
a very close friend and colleague, someone
I have turned to on numerous occasions
for help and advice, which has always been
readily forthcoming. Roy is a gentleman
in the first degree, and he is prepared to
sit and listen to one's problems and then
offer advice that I believe in all cases has
been worth while. I hope that we will see
a lot more of Roy and the other members
and I most definitely intend that we shall
never lose contact.

I have also been very close to the hon-
ourable Jack Heitman. I have appreciated
his advice--In a lot of cases fatherly
advice. He is a forthright man. As some-
one said earlier, he is blunt and to the
point. He says what he means and he
says it in the briefest of terms but he gets
the story across. I think we can all learn
from that sort of approach. I have had
numerous opportunities to mix socially
with Jack and Roy and I have appreciated
all the times we have had together.

I have not had a great deal to do with
Tom Perry but I realise the respect with
which he is held In this House. Due to
his sickness it may have been awkward
for him to, fulfil his obligations as obviously
he would like to do. I hope that he regains
full health and has a very enjoyable time
in retirement with his family.

I wish the very best to all four retiring
members. I hope we will see them all back
here on many occasions not only to soc-
ialise but also to offer counsel to us, be-
cause we can never beat an old dog. Be-
cause of the experience they have all had
I believe it is a great loss to this State
and to this Parliament that they are retir-
ing. From looking at the three of them
who are here this evening, I think they
are a long way from retirement, but they
have seen fit to retire. I would love them
to run at the next election and to be here
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for another term. However, that is appar-
ently not possible. All I can do at this
stage is wish them and their families all
the very best for the future.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without admendment,
and the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the

Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and passed.

ADJOURNM1ENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

Complimentary Remarks
THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-

Minister for Justice) (3.27 a.m.J:, I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

to a date to be fixed by the President.
This motion marks the conclusion of busi-
ness for the third sesson of the twenty-
eighth Pariament and I am sure that we
may all breathe a sigh of relief at the
conclusion of a legislative session. It will
be somewhat short-lived for a number of
members of this House because they will
be facing once again the rigours of an
election campaign. I should like to con-
vey good fortune In a parliamentary sense
to those members who are contesting seats.
I should like to be able to wish them all
success but of course we understand the
circumstances of an election campaign.
However. I hope that they have satisfac-
tory campaigns and gain some satisfaction
from them.

Unless something untoward occurs in
the meantime, when Parliament reassem-
bles this House will be of an increased
size as a consequence of the change in
electoral boundaries and we 'will be 32 in
number. Therefore, it will not be the same.
We will have additional colleagues but
despite the value that those members may
bring to this H-ouse, those who are suc-
cessful at the next election will barely
compensate for what we are about to lose
by way of members who will not be re-
turning.

Debates throughout today have given an
opportunity for other members to pay
their compliments and good wishes to
those members who are retiring. Mr Pre-
sident, you sat for a considerable time in
the position that I now occupy and in see-
ing members depart from this House both
voluntarily and involuntarily, the latter
also at the wishes of the electorates and
the provinces they represented, you have
probably experienced the same feelings
that I and others experience at the loss of
associations with friends and colleagues
In this Rouse, no matter which side of the
House they occupy.

The session we have been through this
year has been heavy, certainly from the
point of view of government, and it has
been probably one of the heaviest that
have been known in the legislation it has
dealt with. In fact it constitutes a record
I understand because during the session
the House has dealt with 151 Bills of which
147 were passed. This exceeds the previous
highest number of 130 Bills for one ses-
sion which was in 1973.

The number of BIll originating in this
House was 40 as against the previous best
of 37 in 1969-70. Of the 40 Bills introduced
here, some 36 have been passed.

The legislative programmne has been
varied and has included some tremend-
ously important pieces of legislation cov-
ering the complete spectrum of govern-
ment. The Bills introduced have included
some new initiatives and some new social
legislation, legal legislation, as well as
legislation On Conservation, industrial
matters, and industrial development. The
legislative programme has also provided
for relief from taxation in a number of
respects.

Included In what I call social legislation
were the moves and new aspects Involving
rural housing, building societies, and child
welfare. It is worth mentioning the other
celebrated Bill, apart from the Liquor
Bill-the Dog Bill-which always is of
note in any parliamentary session.

I referred to the retirement from this
House of four members, yourself in particu-
lar, Mr President, and I think It is as well
that: we place your experience on record in
very brief form-and, as Leader of the
House, I am privileged to be able to pay
this compliment to you on your retirement
from your parliamentary career.

You were first elected to the twentieth
Parliament as the member for Canning on
the 25th March, 1950; subsequently
elected to the Legislative Council for the
Suburban Province on the 30th June, 1953;
appointed Leader of the Opposition in the
Legislative Council on the 15th June, 1058:
and appointed Minister for Mines and
Housing, and Leader of the Government
in the Legislative Council in the Brand
Government on the 2nd April, 1959.

You will recall that in 1962 you gainied
the additional Portfolio of Minister for
Justice on the 1st Pebruary, Following
the redistribution of boundaries, a matter
in which you had a very direct and per-
sonal interest, you became the member
for the North Metropolitan Province in
the conjoint election of 1965; Minister
for Mines and Justice, and Leader of the
Government in the Legislative Council on
the 16th March, 1965; and then subse-
quently Leader of thie Opposition I rhoe
Legislative Council on the 11th March,
1971, until the 8th April, 1974. On the
22nd May, 1974, you were elected President
over this Chamber.
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That, as I mentioned, is no more than
a brief resume of a most distinguished
career In parliamentary service in West-
ern Australia and it really does very
little in spelling out what it means in
terms of service to Western Australia. I
doubt whether even you, Mr President.
could at this moment recount the pieces
of legislation for which you had respons-
ibility and provided the initiative. Even
you would not know-posterity alone will
know-of the great benefits that legisla-
tion and the administration for which you
were responsible have brought about or
will bring about.

In your present office, as other members
have paid their respects and compliments
to you, you have brought not only a tre-
mendous experience, but also a great wis-
dom and understanding of the operation
of the parliamentary system. Above all you
have emphasised, enforced, and re-en-
forced a respect for the Institution of
Parliament. I hope that will be conveyed
to members of the House and will con-
tinue to be transmitted to all future
members.

So, on behalf of all members I extend
to you and to Mrs Griffith our very
warmest wishes for a happy and long
retirement. May You be blessed with good
health and be willing to rejoin us on such
occasions as may suit your convenience.
You will always be very welcome. Certainly
your knowledge and your leadership in
this Parliament will go on record.

In your retirement you will be joined by
three other persons, including the Hon.
Roy Abbey, who was elected to the Legis-
lative Council as the member for the
Central Province in May, 1958, and sub-
sequently the member for West Province
in 1965 following the redistribution of
boundaries. The H-on. Roy Abbey is a
specialist in the agricultural field, a man
we have all come to respect very much for
his intimate knowledge on the subject. He
is one of those members for whom we
have additional respect because he is one
who has spoken on those subjects-and
only those subjects-of which he has
some real knowledge. He is a quiet man
in so many ways and is certainly of a
most moderate temperament, but he is
one to whom members in this House have
always enjoyed listening, and one whom
I believe has imparted to this House the
benefit of his knowledge. He has also re-
flected the feelings of a tremendously
large and important section, Particularly
of the agricultural community of Western
Australia.

The sceond of the three is the Hon.
jack Heitman, elected to the Legislative
council as the member for the Midland

Province on the 17th August, 1963. After
the redistribution in 1964 he was elected
the member for the Upnper West Province
at the 1965 election. He represented the

Western Australian Commonwealth Par-
liamentary Association at the tenth Aus-
tralian Area Conference in Sydney in
1964.

He was elected Chairman of Committees
on the 30th July, 1974, and represented
the WA. Branch of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association in 1974.

As well as that of course, as we are all
aware, he has occupied the position of
Chairman of Committees with great dis-
tinction. His service and years of atten-
tion to duty and to his electorate have
been well and truly known. He likewise
reflects a tremendous experience of the
agricultural industries. Of course his
knowledge also extends in particular to
local government matters. He is one whose
opinions have been highly valued at all
times in this House.

To the Hon. Roy Abbey and the Hon.
Jack Heitman I express my very warm and
Personal regard and my sincere wishes
for a happy and long retirement with
their families.

The Hon. Tom Perry, who is presently
in hospital, we all join in wishing a
speedy recovery to good health. We know
that for a number of years he has not
enjoyed the best of health and thereby
I am sure we have been denied the benefit
of the experience and the knowledge he
could have imparted to us. The Hon.
Tom Perry was elected at the same time
I was in 1965, he being elected as the
member for the Lower Central Province
on the 22nd May. He likewise has con-
tributed very valuable experience to the
House, once again with a particular agri-
cultural interest and influence.

To you, Mr President, and to those three
other members who are retiring I repeat
the good wishes of all in the House and all
those associated with the Parliament.

It is rather coincidental, as I am sure
You are aware, that also retiring is the
Sneaker of the Legislative Assembly (the
Hon. Ross Hutchinson) whose experiences
are comparable with your own, he having
been elected to Parliament as the member
for Cottesloe in 1950, the same year as
You yourself were elected, and he was in
the ministry with you over a long period
ard was elected Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly on the 22nd May, 1974. It is
rather coincidental that we have retiring
two Presiding officers who have served
1hair people, the Parliament, and the
Stote so well and who have the equivalent
rarliamentary careers and records.

I want to pay my respects and my
thanks to the officers of Parliament, apart
from the Hon. Jack Heitman. I thank
the Deputy Chairmen of Committees (the
Hon. Lyla Elliott, the Hon. Clive Griffths.
and the Hon. John Williams) for their
pttantion to duty and for the manner in
which they have conducted themselves
and the Committees during the course of
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the passage of legislation through this
Chamber. They have co-operated with
you, and we in the Parliament have
learned to respect them. We acknowledge
that they have maintained a flow of busi-
ness and yet have allowed those flexibili-
ties at all times and have been reasonable
at all times in their discipline and control
of the Committees. On behalf of members
I convey to them our thanks.

To the Leader of the opposition (the Hon.
Des Dans) and to his deputy (the Hon.
Stan Dellar) I would like to express my
particular thanks because, as the Hon'Stan Dellar has indicated, there has been
great co-operation between us and I have
enjoyed the association with them and the
contests we have had on a number of oc-
casions. I hope members have appre-
ciated, and will in the future appreciate,
the manner in which the business of the
House has been conducted between our
opposing sides. In Opposition the Leader
of the Opposition and his deputy have
Played their part in contributing to the
legislation which is for the benefit of all
our people.

To my own ministerial colleagues, to the
Hon. Graham Macsinnon, the Hon. Nor-
man Baxter, and the Hon. Ian Medcalf,
I express my thanks for their loyalty and
great support, and for the manner in
which they have assisted me so greatly
in the legislative programme. I trust they
will enjoy-as I hope all other members
will enjoy-some respite from legislation
and the parliamentary scene over the en-
suing several months, and this applies par-
ticularly to those who will be facing an
election. I repeat I am indeed grateful
for the loyalty and support they have given
to me.

The Government Whip (the Hon. V. J.
Ferry) is most important to me and to
Ministers. I would like to thank Mr IFerry
for his support, the manner in which he
has been able to keep the H-ouse together
and maintain the numbers on our side,
and his ready co-operation with me. It
is the function of the Whip to help to
manage the House for the Leader and to
assist the Ministers, and I am sure he
has been able to co-operate with the Op-
Position Whip. I express appreciation for
the effort they have both put in to en-
sure the smooth running of the House.

All the members really constitute the
House, and therefore the passage of leg-
islation and the conduct of business i s
dependent upon all members. I express my
thanks to them for the co-operation they
have been prepared to impart and also for
the manner in which they have entered
into diebates. This applies equally to Op-
Position members. Whereas often they
must have felt they lacked the numbers,
nevertheless it is important that they
make their contribution because their
words are noted and it is right and pro-
per that their views be recorded and there-
fore be an influence in policy and even in
the administration of government.

There are People who, as we all know,
are extremely valuable to us, and it has
been said we could not manage without
them. They are the offcers of the Par-
liament itself. To the Clerk of the Par-
liaments (Mr Roberts), the Usher of the
Black Rod (Mr Ashley), and all their of-
ficers I would like to express our very sin-
cere thanks. Their duties are continuing
and the whole of the operation of the
Chamber is dependent upon them. Never
in my experience has any member found
them to be in any way lacking in en-
thusiasm to assist and guide members
when members have so wished.

I make particular reference to Mr
Ashley. I wish him well in his tour of
duty overseas next year and hope he will
derive great satisfaction and enjoyment
from his attachment to the Parliament
at Westminster, an experience which will
also be of great benefit to us and to the
Parliament, and to those in the Parlia-
ment in the future.

There are so many people on whom we
are dependent in this place. I have men-
tioned those who are most prominent and
obvious but all the others Play a very
important part. To the attendants in the
House, as well as around the House, and
the staff under Mr Roberts who serve our
every need, I would like to express our
sincere appreciation. It is a matter of
great regret to me-and I am sure to all
members-that the gentleman for whom
we have so much regard, Mr David Car-
rick, through illness has now retired from
service in this Parliament. I am sure we
were all pleased to see him visiting this
House and seemingly In a good state of
health. I am sure not only Mr Carrick
but also all other attendants on the doors
of Parliament House will enjoy the appre-
ciation of all members.

Needless to say, we could not do with-
out the House Controller (Mr Edmondson),
his assistant (Mr Hoar), and all the
diningroom staff. They have served us
very wvell in so many ways and at all
hours of the day and night, as I observe
in looking at the clock now. I would like
it to be known that their efforts on our
behalf have been greatly appreciated. That
of course applies to the stewards in the
dining room and in particular the Chief
Steward.

Then there are those long-suffering
People who work probably much longer
hours than we do in their endeavours to
translate Into something readable what Is
said in this House by us as members. I
refer to the Mansard staff under Mr Cox.
There is no question, when we see the
stack of volumes of Hansard on the desks
in front of !'. about the immense task
they do. I am sure I express the apprecia-
tion of all members for the diligence with
which they approach their task and their
ready co-operation with us.
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There are others who assist in ways
which are not so obvious-the library staff,
whose situation has been vastly improved
in recent times with the research team.
I am sure members have found them most
valuable. Then there are the post office
staff and the telephonists. I suppose
many times we wish they were not
there. Nevertheless, as parliamentarians
we rely on contact and communication
with our constituents, and constituents
rely on their members of Parliament to a
great extent. To provide that communi-
cation there Is the indispensable staff in
the post office, and it is appropriate that
I express great appreciation to them be-
cause they, likewise, have to contend with
the strange hours In which we operate In
this place.

Then I come to the staff in my minis-
terial office. First of all, to Mr Jack
Charman, as ministerial secretary In this
House, I would like to pay a special com-
pliment on his first year in that position.
I like to think all members have found
him a very ready and willing person to
deal with. He is certainly quite unstint-
ing in his efforts to accommodate all
members with their inquiries, particularly
those directed to Ministers and their de-
partments. I would also like to convey
thanks to the typist In my ministerial
office who is responsible for the typing of
all ministerial notes-Miss Barbara Hurst.
I am sure all members who have the bene-
fit of ministerial speech notes would simi-
larly offer their best wishes. In that res-
pect, members who are the authors of
questions would not wish me to leave out
Miss McKinnon, who comes In for special
mention, not only because of the work
she does for members but also for her
secretarial duties to you and your staff.
Mr President.

There are so many people outside the
Parliament who contribute greatly to this
institution-groundsmen, gardeners, and
so on. They are all part of the great
Institution of Parliament. And not the
least, those who aid the Parliament and
bring the Parliament to the people-I
refer to the Press gallery, the journalists,
and those who report the Parliament,
whom I would like to thank for their dili-
gence. We do not always agree with the
manner in which we are reported, or per-
haps more particularly we do not agree
when we are not reported; that is usually
what disappoints members most. Never-
theless, there are other judges of the value
of what is said in this House. However.
they ike some of the others are required
to carry out their duties in those same
strange hours which Parliaments seem to
observe.

As best I can ascertain, that covers the
considerable list; but may I In conclusion
thank Mr Roberts and his staff for the
gift of the diary. It is an institution and
many members of Parliament would be lost

or would have lost their electorates if they
bad not had that diary available to them
for their appointments and reminders. So
I thank them for the continuing gift they
make available to all members.

To you, Sir, to those I have mentioned,
and to those I may have overlooked I
express my best wishes and thanks. I
hope all members, their wives, husbands,
and families, will enjoy all the benefits of
a respite from Parliament. May Christmas
be a happy and joyous one and may the
New Year bring everything they may wish
for themselves-above all a happy life,
good health, and, hopefully, prosperity. I
look forward to seeing members in their
places again when Parliament resumes.

THE HON. D. K. DANS (South Metro-
politan) [3.58 am.]: Mr President, It gives
me great pleasure to support the very fine
comments the Hon. Neil McNeill has made
about yourself, other members of Parlia-
ment, and all those who serve in this place,
including the members who go to make up
the parliamentary institution.

First of all, let me say I have been
associated with valedictories, orations, and
eulogies for quite a long time and I have
never sought to make them long. But I am
completing six years in this Parliament and
I may say the first three years went very
slowly and the second three years have
just flown past. What that means, I do not
know.

I recall that when I first came here you,
Sir, sat over here in this seat, and I took
particular notice of the way you conducted
your business. I felt very strange in a
new environment. I can honestly say I
learnt a lot from you. Politically we are
poles apart but I have had the opportun-
ity to work with you not only in the
Chamber as Leader of the Opposition and
President of the Council but also on the
House Committee. So Perhaps with a few
other people, in that six years r have seen
more of You, Mr President, than have some
other members.

First of all, as Leader of the Opposition,
you discharged your duties extremely well.
To put it in plain and simple terms, you
were "true to Your tribe,,. In my experience
of life, and in some very difficult situations
I have been in, I have always thought it is
far bettor to deal with a person when I
know where he stands, and a person who
defends his point of view vigorously. You,
Mr President, have done just that.

I have a high regard for you
and for the way in which you have
discharged your duties. I hope that when
you do retire from this place-and after
all, you are not retiring tonight; you have
until the 21st May and as I well know you
will be presiding over the House Commit-
tee for some time yet-you do not
have just a happy retirement. I hope you
have a long and useful retirement, as I
believe that is the best retirement we can
wish a man. I say that in all sincerity.
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Happy retirements are quite good, but a humnour. When I first entered Parliament,
person who wants to go out and be use-
ful is still making some contribution to
life, and of course he is happy.

I wish you all those things. I know very
well you will have a useful retirement be-
cause I know the type of occupation You
have been practising in your very limited
spare time. I certainly hope you do not
sell any more chaff to the friend of mine I
spoke about one day when you were telling
me of your work. You asked him how the
chaff was and he replied that he did not
know because he had not yet eaten any.
That is just a story, but It is pertinent
because my extremely good friend echoes
my views as to your integrity and char-
acter. I hope that one day before you leave
this place in May we will have an oppor-
tunity to meet together.

Mr President, You have remained in
Parliament since 1958 because the electors
wished to keep you here, and that is very
good. You must have discharged your
duties well and that fact became well
known in your electorate. The fact that
you maintained your position in what may
be described as the hurly-burly of party
politics is somewhat overlooked, but some-
times that is quite an achievement. Poli-
tics today are very volatile, and we must
face the fact. Of course, Sir, you will not
be here in a few years' time, and I do not
know whether I1 will be here. Although you
know that you are retiring, some of us who
have to face the electors may be retiring
also. That is the great unknown.

I recall the first speech I made here
in which I referred to my predecessor, the
late Fred Lavery. Anyone who enters politi-
cal life, or indeed, an occupation that de-
mands election, should always be prepared
to say to himself that irrespective of what
he thinks his future is, it will always be at
the whim of other People. You have sur-
vived under these crucial situations, and
it Is to your credit you have done so.

Of course I knew of you, Sir, before I
came to Parliament. I knew of you from
people in the trade union movement
In the mining sphere. I do not have
my tongue in mry cheek when I say that
you were held in very high regard by those
people despite your somewhat fearsome
appearance at times. If I may say so, you
are a very human person, and you would
always listen to reason. I think that is
very good.

I am very happy to have been associated
with you here and also to be able to say
tonight that I have learnt a great deal
by observing You. Without prolonging it.
I wish you that very happy and useful
retirement I referred to. not only for your-
self, but also for your good wife.

Other members are retiring also, and I
would like to turn now to the Chairman of
Committees (the Hon. Jack Heitman). Al-
though he and I have crossed a few swords
in debate, it has always been in good

Jack was extremely friendly to me and he
has remained so.

Jack is a very hard-working person, and
I have always recognised him as such.
No matter what we have said about certain
issues, we have remained friends. I took
the opportunity, as I always do, of check-
ing on his career, and I know just how
hard he has worked. I know that any-
thing he has wrested from life he has
wrested with his own hands. It is a tre-
mendous achievement to work with one's
own hands, and to live and prosper and
see the results of one's work. It is un-
fortunate that many people will not now
have that opportunity-I do not mean that
they will not have the opportunity to work;
I am not a prophet of gloom. I hope that
People will find other avenues through
which to express themselves.

To some extent I am envious of Jack-
he has lived to see the fruit of his labours
and to enjoy it. He is an extremely modest
man, and very friendly. Again he has
stuck to his ideology. He expresses it
firmly, and he gives no quarter. Through
You, Mr President, I salute Jack Heitman.
I have never liked a weak fellow, and Jack
Heitman knows how to make a speech
quickly and how to stick to it. In a war-
ship on which I once served I saw the
following notice, "Stand up to be seen;
speak up to be heard; and shut up to be
appreciated.'" Jack has always got his
message through in a few short words.
It has often taken me quite a long time
to answer him, and other people have
taken twice as long to make a similar im-
pression.

I wish Jack a useful retirement-al-
though perhaps a different retirement
from that I wish our President. He is
due for a rest, although I do not think he
will rest for too long. He is the type of
Person who has to be doing something,
and of course that Is the hallmark of
people who have helped to make our
country what It is; the hallmark of people
who are "doers". There will always be
leaders and followers, and I Put You in the
class of the leaders who inspire others.

I now turn to the Hon. Roy Abbey. Mr
Abbey has always impressed me with his
work in this Chamber and I must again
comment that every time he rises to his
feet he says something. I do not suppose
I can claim a similar mantle because, in
my present position, I sometimes have to
say a few words, but like a good journalist,
I must pad it out a bit. However, Roy
Abbey said something on every occasion.

I always enjoy talking to the Hon. Roy
Abbey about the problems besetting the
rural community and industry, and I have
appreciated his vast knowledge. He Is an
extremely sensible person, and I am grate-
ful for his friendship. Mgain through You,
Mr President. I wish Mr Abbey a very
happy and useful retirement, and I am
Positive he will have It.
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Of Course the Hon. Tom Perry is not
here tonight, but I wish Tom also all those
things. He Is a very gentle man. I hope
he recovers from his present illness. I
have heard he has sold his property, but
I do not think Tom would be very happy
away from the land, and I hope he can
remain close to the area, he loves so well.
I hope he goes on to enjoy a well-earned
rest. I will not wish him a useful retire-
ment at this time, because I believe he
well deserves his rest. One cannot look
Into a Person's mind and heart to know
what he needs.

I should like to wish the staff of Par-
liament H-ouse, including the Press, the
Policemen, the gardeners and everyone
else, all the best. It surely must represent
to us the very complicated and Important
society in which we live.

It seems like only yesterday that the
Clerk of the Parliaments (Mr Roberts)
conducted a class for new members.
With the Hon. Lyla Elliott and the
Hon. Stan Dellar, I sat up here; he even
had the controller say a few words. That
was very beneficial to us, but I do not
suppose it could be accomplished again be-
cause Perhaps there would not be as many
new members coming in. We were some-
what like schoolchildren in this place, but
quite frankly it gave me a very good
grounding in what to expect.

There are a number of things which
come flooding into a Person's mind at the
end of a session. It is just another chap-
ter in a Person's life. One goes from place
to place and thing to thing. I have made
some very fine associations here. Like
many others, I hope I will be back, but
that is in the hands of the electors. If
not, of course, one goes on to other things.
I have enjoyed some very valuable friend-
ships with all the people on both sides
of the House. I thank the staff of this
Chamber and the attendants and particu-
larly those long-suffering people, the stew-
ards, who perhaps go to make this place
more than It really is by lavishing so
much attention on us. If we do not watch
ourselves, we could start walking six
inches off the ground.

I am very grateful for having been a
member of this place for the last six years.
I hope all members have what they desire
in their retirement and, to use-I think-
Mr MacKinnon's words I hope they have
the electoral success they deserve. irres-
pective of that, I hope when we meet in
the future under whatever circumstances
and no matter where or when, we can
always shake hands and say, "I am pleased
to see You."

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central-
Minister for Health) [4.12 am.]: it is
with Pleasure that I Support the remarks
of the Hon. N. McNeill and the Hon. D. K.
Dans. Mr President, it is many years
since we first met down on my farm at
Balingup: at any rate, it was some time
before we both entered Parliament. Then,

of course, you entered the Legislative As-
sembly in 1950 and eventually entered this
House in 1953, Since then, we have had
a very long and close association. We have
not always agreed on matters, but we have
never been bad friends. I look back on
many Years of Bills being introduced and
arguments bandied to and fro across the
House. We have both seen a lot of mem-
bers go from this House and a lot of new
members enter Parliament. In that
time, I have made many valuable friends.
It has been a very happy association with
you and everybody else in this Chamber.

Some 11 members, including myself, are
to face the electors next year and four
members are to retire. I wish members
facing the electors the best of luck dur-
ing their campaigns; may they come back
again to this place just as I hope to re-
turn to continue my long association with
the Parliament. I wish you, Mr Presi-
dent, and your good wife, a very useful
and happy retirement. I hope that when
you get under your wife's feet she sends
you out to see one of the many friends
you have made over the years you have
been a member of this place.

To the Hon. Jack Heitman, the Chair-
man of Committees, I wish all the best in
his retirement, and extend good wishes to
his wife. I know that when Dell has
finished making You do the garden. Jack,
she will send you out to visit the farm
across the road, or into town or bowling
or to see some of Your friends in the
Morawa district so that she can get on
with her chores. I know you will have
a useful retirement, and will not just
rust away. I believe you will carry on to
a ripe old age, and I wish you all the best.

I have known Roy Abbey since 1952, and
I wish him all the best in his retirement.
He has made a good contribution to the
House. Toin Perry is not with us tonight;
we all know Tom has not had the best of
health lately. However, he has battled on
and has made a useful contribution.
He has been quite a close associate of
mine, and I thank him for his contribution
and hope that his retirement will be a very
useful and happy one.

To all other members, I give my best
wishes and look forward to seeing them
over the next few months, and hope they
return to this House next year.

To the Clerks and the attendants, I say,
"Thank you" for all You have done during
the last 12 months. It does not matter
what one may ask of the Clerks and the
attendants; they are always willing and
happy to do anything, and it is very
sincerely appreciated.

I do not wish to repeat all those people
mentioned by the Leader of the House; I
simply express my gratitude for their as-
sistance over the year. I include the
Mansard staff and members of the Press
who sit up there day after day. Even if
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the Press of ten do not write very much.
they must sit there and I express my ap-
preciation for their contribution.

To my fellow Ministers, (the Hon. N.
McNeill, the Hon. 0, C. Macsinnon and
the Hon. L. 0. Medcalf.) I express my
sincere thanks for their assistance. With-
out them standing behind me, my task
would have been made much harder. I took
on a difficult portfolio after coming out of
hospital, and the assistance my fellow
Ministers gave mue over the last three years
was invaluable. I wish everyone a very
happy Christmas and a merry New Year.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN (Upper West)
[4.17 a.m.]: I join with the other speakers
in wishing you, Mr President, the best in
your retirement. I suppose I worked closer
with you than most members because for
six years I was your Whip when you were
in Opposition and for the last three years
I have worked in close liaison with you.
I think we have formed a very good
friendship and I hope it will continue for
many years. On one or two of those oc-
casions you might say, "When you are
going to Perth, call in and have a look
at these sheep and see what we can do
about them."

I feel that members do make some very
good friendships in this place because we
treat a man for what he is worth. I must
say that my experience with you, Mr Pre-
sident. has been very good and helpful.

I should like to say, "Thank you" to Mr
Roberts and Mr Ashley. Ever since the
first day I came here, they have been
kindness itself, and since I have been
Chairman of Committees, they have been
tremendously helpful. If one gets into
trouble, they seem to unravel the matter
quick and lively and put one back on the
road again. I have appreciated this just
as previous Chairmen of Committees must
have appreciated it. It is nice to know a
person can rely on other people to pro-
vide assistance. To Mr Hoft, I express
the same sentiments for the tremendous
help provided to me since I have been a
member of Parliament.

I should like to thank the Leader of the
House and the other Ministers for the
amount of help they have given me from
time to time. I feel that Ministers more
than anyone else have to put up with a lot
more from back-benchers, but I think
there has been good liaison between Min-
isters and the back-benchers on this side
of the House.

To the Honourable Des Dans, the Leader
of the Opposition, and the other members
of the opposition I say: I never really
hated you people. It is your policy I hate.
I do not know why you do not change it. I
do not think there is need for us to quarrel
over that. The Honourable Des Dans and
I have often chipped in on one another.
I always remember when he first came to
this place he had the big booming voice
and we had to be careful about trying to

interject on him. But If one perseveres,
one can get in on the best of them and I
found that after I had interjected on him
a few times he seemed to enjoy it and did
not run away from it as he did when he
first came here. I think there is a good
friendship between us. When we did inter-
ject we may have snarled at one another
on occasions, but that was because our
policies are different altogether. For this
reason I accept you people and not your
Policies. Since I have been in the Parlia-
ment I have made some good friends in
the Opposition and I hope that we will
meet again in the future and be only too
Pleased to say, "Good day mate, how're
you going?"

When we look around and see David
Stephens and all his helpers we realise we
have had a tremendous amount of help
from them over the years. One needs only
to beckon one of them and ask for a
Hansard or a Bill and the service is very
prompt. I think everyone here has ex-
perienced this from time to time and has
found out what a great job these chaps
do. We look again at Mr Roberts and say,
"These boys have been well trained." I
know that the only place one can get a Bill
that has been brought up to date with all
the amendments is the Council. We must
be very proud of the service that has been
given to every member.

To members of my own party I should
like to say thanks for putting up with
mne. I know at times I am a bit abrupt
and there is nothing like calling a spade
a spade when one wants to get somewhere.
I do not think this hurts anybody. I am
very pleased to have had the friendship
and the help of everybody here.

As Roy Abbey, the President, Tom Perry
and I are retiring this year, I feel sure we
all have something in common and I know
we will not be bad friends. I think we will
be out to help one another all the time.
We can always get out and do a bit of
campaigning for other people which will
be good fun. I say thanks to everyone
for the help I have received since I have
been here.

The Leader of the House mentioned a
couple of trips I made with the Parlia-
mentary Association. These came about
only because of the good grae of those
who voted for me and I trust that at these
conferences I did not let those people
down. I still receive Christmas cards
from quite a few of the people I met on
those occasions. I think it was a great
experience which I never regretted.

Of course I must thank those people
who were responsible for getting me here
and I feel they voted me back the second
and third times only because they thought
I was doing the job they wanted me to do.

With those remarks I hope we will all
meet in the future. I wish all those who
are standing for election this year the best
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of luck. If they have got their policies
right and have done their work right they
will be back here.

THE PRESIDENT (the Hon. A, P.
Griffith): Honourable members, In another
seven minutes we will have been here for
14j hours in this sitting and it is not my
intention to keep you very much longer.
However, I should like to take the oppor-
tunity of responding In some brief way to
the remarks that have been made by the
Leader of the House, his fellow Ministers
and other members who have addressed
themselves to this motion.

Being human I could not help but feel
some pleasure at the complimentary re-
marks that were made concerning the
other three members and myself who are
going to retire. In fact, I felt that In the
circumstances I should be tolerant of the
exaggeration in some of the remarks that
were made.

I have enjoyed my period in Parliament
very much. By the time the 21st May,
1977, arrives-that is the constitutional
date. I understand-I will have been in
the Western Australian Parliament for just
over 27 years. I am certain that the period
I enjoyed most was the long period of
just over 16 years that I was privileged to
lead my party in the House. That was
the time when I made such close friends.
That was the time I enjoyed the confi-
dence, and friendliness and, I think, the
respect not only of members of my own
party but also of members of the Opposi-
tion.

I found that both in leadership and in
Opposition the best way to go about the
conduct of the affairs of the House was
to go to one's opposite number in the
Opposition and confide in him to the
extent to which one felt one could tell him
things. My experience was that the greater
the confidences that passed between myself
and the people to whom I talked, the
greater the trust that seemed to arise
between us.

It is interesting for me to hear the
younger members compliment me and to
say how they learnt a few lessons from
me. I hope they did but I should like them
to know that some very great men passed
through this Chamber from whom I learnt
a great many lessons. I could reel off their
names from the very first day I came here.
I will not name them for fear that I might
miss one or two. Nevertheless, that was
my experience.

I must confess that when my party did
me the honour of appointing me leader
after the 1974 election, circumstances dic-
tated, including my wife's health, and I
decided that I should not be in the Cabinet
that was formed In 1974.

I must say that I felt considerable dif-
ficulty, particularly in the first year, in
adjusting to this situation. I know some
honourable members jokingly said to me

that I have not adjusted at all and that
I have continued to make speeches fromn
this Chair. It may be that I have but I
should like to assure honourable members
that whatever I1 have said from this seat
has been only with the intention of en-
deavouring to fulifil the promise I made
on the first day I assumed the position
which was that I would do all I possibly
could to uphold the practices and tradi-
tions of this Chamber; and that I have
attempted to do.

During the period that I was in the
Brand ministry I think I was very fortu-
nate. I was a Minister from 1959 to 1971
and that was a period of great prosperity
in Western Australia. It was an exciting
time. Work to me in those days-and I
was considerably younger than I am now-
did not seem to be a problem. Sixteen
or 17 hours a day did not seem to mean
anything because the task which was
before us and we undertook was an excit-
ing one.

There was a great incentive to work.
I am quite certain that the same incen-
tives exist today, and Western Australia
still offers this great promise of prosperity.
This is a rich mineral Province and I am
quite sure the State will continue in the
same prosperous way in which it has pro-
gressed in the past.

Retirement, as I have commented upon
before, is a matter of choice. One person
might retire young and another person
might retire when he is a little older. Some
People retire when they do not wish to
because the electors fall to give them
51 per cent of the votes to return them
to this House.

In my case it is a matter of choice.
Whilst I have enjoyed my parliamentary
career very much, and I have said so to
members privately, I have no misgivings
whatsoever about my departure and I am
quite happy to retire.

Of course, I shall not forget this place,
because one can never forget an associa-
tion of 27 years and the people who go
with the place. I shall remember the good
times and the bad times. I have enjoyed
the cut and thrust of debate, but I have
missed all that since I have occupied the
Chair. Nevertheless, I repeat that I have
no misgivings whatsoever in retiring.

I pay a tribute to my wife. I
think women do make a great number of
sacrifices. Thie wife of a member of Par-
lamnent is left alone at nights for long
periods, and my wife has had 27 years of
it. She looks forward to having me at home,
but whether she will still be able to say
that after I have been retired for six
months I do not know. However, I will
Play my part and do my best.

I have no advice to off er members; I
think it would be presumptuous of me to
give any advice, except to say that I did
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put my name to a piece of paper some
time ago. On rereading the paper the other
day I found these words--

The parliamentary system of Gov-
ernment has been in operation in
many guises in all corners of the globe
for well over 1 000 years, through fire,
flood, and famine, war and peace.
Over the centuries the system of Par-
liament has endured, and it has en-
dured in the main because of the tre-
mendous respect that has been ac-
corded by both proponents and op-
ponents.

My fond advice to members--if I can give
any at all-is simply to exhort them to
continue the practice of parliamentary
procedures in this country.

I feel sure there are forces at work
which would like to destroy Parliaments.
but I exhort members to do whatever they
can to maintain the parliamentary system,
because my fervent belief is that this Is
the best system of government.

During the period I have been President
of this House I have not had occasion to
name anybody. In a different sense I
would like to name one or two people.

The Leader of the House (the Hon. N.
McNeill) has given members a very com-
prehensive list of the people who be
thinks should be thanked. I heartily agree
with his vote of thanks to all the people
who constitute the system of Parliament
In Western Australia, and particularly at
this end of the Parliament. To the Leader
of the House and the Ministers I extend
my thanks for their co-operation.

I also thank the Leader of the Opposi-
tion for his co-operation in the task which
I have had to undertake. Of course I prof-
fer my special thanks to the Hon. J. Heit-
man, the Chairman of Committees and
Deputy President. It is true that we have
had a long association, and it Is also true
that we have niot always seen eye to eye
on every subject, but surely that is some-
thing which one can expect to happen. I
am certain that when I -leave this place I
will leave Jack Heitman as a good friend,
and I will see to it that I maintain his
friendship in the years to, come. I thank
him for his help in my task as President.

The Deputy Chairmen of Committees
-the Hon. Clive Griffiths, the H-on.
R. J. L. Williams, and the Hon. Lyla El-
liott-I also ask to accept my thanks.
I extend my thanks to Mr Roberts
and his staff. At this point I think I should
pause because of the long list of people
covered by the Leader of the House. I
'want to make it abundantly clear that all
those mentioned by the Leader of the
House are well in my mind. They all help
to make this place tick. I refer to the con-
troller and his staff, the stewards, and
the attendants. Anything which we ask
those people to do is done very willingly.
I suppose I am at risk In saying this, but

it comes to my mind: if the feeling be-
tween the staff of this establishment and
members of Parliament were to flow out
into the community, then the community
would be better placed and better under-
stood.

I wish all members the compliments of
the season. In particular I hope that the
retiring members I have mentioned-the
Eon. J. Heitman, the Hon. R. C. Abbey,
and the Hon. T. 0. Perry-will have a
long and happy retirement. I greatly ap-
prediate the friendship they have shown
me and the confidence they have reposed
in me over the period of years I have
known them. They are memories which
will live with me for the rest of my life.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 4.38 a.m.

(Wednesday,)

IPr0jtatiur Arnwmbiu
Tuesday, the 30th November, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (6): ASSENT
Message from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the following
Bills-

1. Reserves Bill.
2. Legislative Review and Advisory

Committee Bill.
3. Supreme Court Act Amendment

Bill (No. 2).
4. Acts Amendment (Expert Evi-

dence) Bill.
5. Adoption of Children Act Amend-

ment Bill.
6. Legal Practitioners Act Amendment

Bill.

HERITAGE COUNCIL BILL
MXessage: Appropriations

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriations
for the purposes of the Bill.

DENTAL TECHNICIANS AND
MECHANICS

Recognition and Training: Petition
MR YOUNG (Scarborough) [2.17 p.m.]:

Mr Speaker, I have a petition as follows--
To the Honourable the Speaker and

members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Austra-
lia In Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents in
the State of Western Australia do
herewith pray that Her Majesty's
Government of Western Australia will
support:

4694


